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PREFACE^ 



In the following pag^, I have attempted to 
present, in a connected form, the few memorials 
that riemain, of an able and worthy officer of the 
revolution. A selection from Baron Steuben's 
manuscript papers, now in possession of the New 
York Historical Society, has furnished most of the 
facts related. These papers consist chiefly of letters 
written and received by him in the course of the 
war, and several drafts of petitions presented to 
Congress, in which is contained the little that is 
known of >his early career. Many interesting an- 
ecdotes have been obtamed from a sketch by 
Colonel North, first published in the appendix to 
Dr. Thacher's " Military Journal.'' A few particu- 
lars have been communicated by Mr. Du Ponceisiu. 
Pains have likewise been taken to consult such 
other sources of informatioti as relate to the trans* 
actions in which Baron Steuben was engaged. 
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BARON STEUBEN 



At the commencement of the American tevo^ 
lution, peace generally preyailed in Europe ; and 
the consequent want of employment induced many 
French and German officers to look to this coun- 
try^ as a proper field for the display of military 
talent. TTie services of some of them w6re val- 
uable and important. In a pecuniary point of 
view, however, the prospect was not a tempting 
one, for the pover^ of Congress was as well 
known abroad as at home; Most of the adven- 
turers, therefore, who crossed the Atlantic, were 
led by a desire of &me^ or by an enthusiastic 
wish to engage in a contest for freedom. Such 
^irits were well adapted to imbibe the republican 
principles of their American associates, and, on 
their return home, to ca)*ry out these principles t6 
the fiill extent, by engagmg in the domestic 
troubles, which a long tram of events had been 
preparing in Europe. The names of Lafayette 
and Koaciuszko,^ first conspicuously known on this 
ade of the ocean, were destined to become the 

B2 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



O ▲MEBICAK BIOGBAPHT. 

W9tchwc»xls of Kberty to their own countrjrmen. 
It was well for this country, that jealousy of Brit- 
ish power so far blbded the ministers of Louis the 
Sixteenth, that they could not foresee this result. 
Without their aid, the contest here might have 
terminated in 1778, in favor of England, or have 
been protracted at an expense, for which even the 
blessings of liberty might, for a time, have proved 
aft inadequate compensation. 

The services of foreign officers^ important in 
evety Respect, were peeuliariy vahiable in (organ- 
izing and disciplining the army, mtroduemg a 
system of military tactics, and creating the en- 
gineer and Millery corps. The colonists bad 
been well tramed, during thQ French and Indm 
wars, in a kind of paitisan ^rvioe^ in which l6ng 
experience had demonstrated their superiority over 
the regularly discipBned troops of E^hnd. But 
they were now to coiftend m the Eu^o^^eah mod^ 
of warfare, against organized soldiery in the open 
field, and in the attack and defence of fort^d 
towns. Their inaljiKty to sosfmn a eontest of 
such a character was taught in a woful lesson, by 
the campaign of 1776 in New York and the Jer- 
seys. Nothing but the indbmitaWe spnit of th^ 
people, and thfe great prudence and sagacity of 
the Commander-ifi-chief, enaHed the army to re- 
trieve the losses of this disastrous year. Bui the 
^kSi of the Genefd turned these i^em tb* so pJbS 
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BAB019 STBUBBH. 7 

•B idooniity tfmt at last tbey Icanml from Ihe 
matmy tibe art to cooquer. Tb^ stady of taotiei 
was comioeiiced under the instraotion of tb« 
I^uropean tokmteers^ whose exeitimis at length 
j^aeed the regular line on an equal feoting, in uh 
ipeet ^rf* discipline and milftarj skill, with iJM 
Engtisfa soldiers^ No one rendered ^more impor* 
tant services in this tespect, than the subject of 
the following memoir. . • 

Of the early history of FRBBEitto WiluiH 
ApoirsTus, Baron STftmiBKy nothing is kn^trn. 
He was bora in some part of Germiu^y, aboot the 
yeiur 1730.^ We fint hear of hkn m the service 
of the king of Prussia, with whom he attafaied 
the rank of aid^'de^camp, and was p^cidarly 
oMiaaeted with i3se Qbtttevmaster-OeneraTs de« 
partnieiit^ This anraagement was in confcHrmity 
with a part of the Pra^Man system, by whidi 
•acb deparUnca^ had some person near die mod«' 
aaob, ta whom the officers directed tbeii recfoestsr, 
and the king applied for ai^ infimnation telative 
to the c<mditioii of the corps* 
, I — ^ — ■ ■' — ■ •■ .^■^. ■■■.*■■■■■■ .y >• >- ■■■,.. ■ ■ f 

. * A letter fkm tie Mier of-^Bardn Steuben to Ih* 
Fraaklm^ makiog isi^Viky alboat Ims sea, whick is npw 
before me, is dated at Custrin, in Prussia, October 8th, 
t779, and is signed " W. ]£. von Steubeg, Major and 
Chevalier of the Order of Merit** In this letter the 
fllther says he is eiglity-oine years bid, and his wifk 
aaVenty^-teee. 
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8 AMEIIICAN BIOaHAPHT. 

Steuben was not, however, a Prussian by birth ; 
for on one occasion be was heard to remark, that 
if he had been a native subject, the great Fred- 
eric would certainly have despatched him as a 
prisoner to Spandau, for daring to reqpiest a dis* 
mission from his service. As the Baron possessed 
a small estate in Suabia, it is not unlikely that he. 
was bom in that province^ 

Steuben was fortunate enough to engage the 
friendship and confidence of Prince Henry, the 
King's brother, to whose frimily he was for some 
time attached. In an unfortunate campaign, the 
Prince incurred the displeasure of his inexorable 
l:»x)ther. He was ordered to retire from the field, 
and bb suite were placed in situations mtended to 
make them feel the misfortune of bemg friends to 
a man, who had dared to disjdease the King. Steu- 
ben' was sent into Silem, with orders to recruit, 
equip, and discipline, within a certam period, a 
regiment brdcen down by long and hard service. 
The pecuniary allowance was wholly msufficient 
for the end proposed; but, in such a service, no 
intrinsic difficulties could excuse a failure in exe- 
cuting the IGng's commands. The Baron repaired 
to the appointed spot, and, by his unwearied exer- 
tions, the regiment was marched complete to 
head-quarters within the time prescribed. This 
service was performed at an .early period, and 
ph)bably procured the appointment, whieh he 
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BARON STEUBEN. 9 

«ubsequently held, of aid-de-camp to Frederic 
liimself. 

It is not unlikely, that another arbitrary exer- 
tion of the royal authority mduced him, in 1763, 
to withdraw £x)m the Prussian servbe. Perhaps 
the reduction of the army, consequent on the 
peace of Hubertsberg, which was ratified this 
year, may have reconciled Frederic to this pro- 
ceeding. Steuben did not forfeit the favor of the 
King, who accepted his resignation with kindness, 
and gave him, by way of pecuniary reward, a 
canonry in the cathedral of Havelburg, with a 
salary of twelve hundred German florins. Fredr 
eric relied more on the revenues, than, on the 
spiritual services of the church, and used its funds 
without scruple to pension off his retired officers. 
The Baron was certainly well fitted to be a valu- 
able officer in the church militant. He ever re- 
tained a strong attachment for his stem old master, 
and was observed to be much affected, when, in 
America, he received the news of that monarch's 
death. 

That his militaiy talents were highly esteemed 
in Prussia is shoi;^ by a fact of more recent date. 
YIThen, m the. course of the revolutionary war in 
this country. Congress applied to the several Eu- 
ropean courts for a transcript of their- military 
codes, the Prime Miodster of Prus^a replied, that 
dieir nulhary instructions ha<} nev^ been pubfisb- 
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ed, nor eyen transorUied, except for the uf^ (4 
the generals. He added, that he was surprised At 
^be request; for he undeiMood that Baroa Steuben 
was employed in the Ameriean senrice, and. that 
no one was better able to give accurate informal 
tion respecting the minutest details of tine Prussiiui 
•jsteml 

Upon leaving the army, Steubeu repaired to bis 
estate of Weilheim, on the bc»rders of Baden and 
Wurtemberg. As the income ei this property, 
even when united to the emoluments^ of his ecele<- 
siastical office, was insuffident to maintain him in 
a style suitable to hu rank,'he sou|^ employment 
in a military capacity from some of the German 
princes. liberal ofibrs were receivjed fioi^ tbf 
king of Sardinia, but, by the adme ^ bis friend. 
Prince Henry of Prussia, these were declkied, 
and he accepted an appointment from the Prie^ 
of Hohenzollem^Hechingen, who, i» 1764, made 
Inm Grand Marshal of the court, with a salary of 
twelve hundred florins. Ho was at the same par- 
ried appointed Colonel in the circle of -Suabia, urn. 
c^Bce more honoraMe ^n luprative. The troops, 
of the circle were chiefly militia, and the^ duty 
consisted in little else than attending a periodical 
review. 

In 1767, the Prince Margrave of Baden made 
Steuben a knigbt of the Order d* Hdalstf, mi 
seen afterwarda gave Unr-^ chief naanmind tff 
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th* UPOfSf With tba tide o( QmenX, t^ yettly 
MKdiuumts to Urn UBoupt of tie> tbouMad flo" 
mf^ M (swnreml of tbe officer onuiQemted were 
bd4 ^ tbe jamis ^e, die situslioo of the Banm 
w«s now Ad ^[Tfi^^le, that he refused two liberal 
iwffe^rs l^m tbe Prime Mimster of Am^iia» to 
mdme faim to ^iter the service of the Empeltor. 

Bteuben retioned through life the pride of an 
oid Bbldief • He always wore th» iD^gaia of hit 
uiotf A Mar onuuneuted with gdd and diamoioidS]^ 
Qui^^eftdad at the bi^ast of his coat. His militaiy 
subowdinativi werp obliged to eoofonn strictly to 
the rules of e^ette, in rendering the outward 
MtiiQinuiJs of respeet due to bis office. A little 
iiMudenli whbh tioourred near the close ot the 
Afioraoafi war, affinds an amusing illustration o£ 
^ amifdale weakness. - 

" One day, while at dinner at himd-qusUrteKi, this 
Bm^ JMippeiied to express himself with much 
feeling and. energy on some important sulge^.. 
Gouvemeur Moiri^^wh) sat at his rigltf hsffid, was^ 
peouUariy stiuck vntii the rmnark, and,4n his frank 
way, dapped Stedben somewhat roughly on the 
bacl^ ead oried out, with an oath, ^^ Well done. 
General, well done ! *^ Much* irritated at the in* 
suit, as be deemed it,, the old Baron instantly 
quitted the triile, and retired to liis marquee, 
eifllaimnig, vnA great warmth, ^< CoBfeund the 
MiMrl with his old^wooden leg, he will govent 
the whole country." 
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The situaUon of Steuben at the courts of Baifeii 
and Hohenzoll^m, for he «eems to have divided 
his time between the two, was sufficiently agreea* 
Ue. His yearly income, which amounted in all 
to about five hundred and eighty guineas, afibrded 
ample provision, in that country, for all the expen- 
ses that became his rank; while the various offices 
which he held, employ^ his time and attention, 
without bebg burdensome. He was able to em- 
ploy a part of each winter in making excursions 
to France and the principal courts of Germany, 
where he had a- taste of court pleasures, and an 
opportunity to enlarge his circle of friends. lathis 
way, he formed an acquaintance with the Count de 
St. Germain, whom he metjn Akace at the house 
of the Baron de Waldner. In a trip to Montpel-' ^ 
lier, he was introduced to Prince de Montbarrey ; 
and in 1775 he formed. a fiiendship with several 
English noblemen, among whom were Lord Spen- 
cer and Lord Warwick. 

These gentlemen gave him « pressing invitation 
to came and spend a summer with thefn m Eng- 
land. Not.disincimed to so agreeable a project, 
be was yet compelled by circumstances to post- 
pone the affidr till the year 1777, when he began 
to think seriously of putting the plan in execution. 
He went to Paris in April, with the intention of- 
leavmg that place tor Calais, on his way to Lon- 
4k>n, about the end of June. Havii^ arrived at 
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Paris, he sent a note to the Count de St. Ger- 
main, who was thea the French Minister of War, 
testifying a desire to visit biin at Versailles. The 
same evening, Colonel Pagenstecher, a gentleman 
attached to the court, waited upon Steuben to in- 
form him, that St. • Germain desired him not to 
come to Versailles^ but to be at the Arsenal in 
Paris in the course of a few-days, where the Count 
wished to converse with him on business of im- 
portance. As Steuben had no project to execute, 
nor any favor to ask * of the Count, there was a 
mystery -in this proceeding, which he could not 
iathom. At the interview, however, whick oc- 
curred at the appointed time and place, all was 
explained. 

The ministers bf France had watched with 
interest the commencement of trouble in the Eng- 
lish colonies, and, eager to weaken the power, of 
the rival country, wished to aid the revolutionists 
as far as they could, without openly comprombing 
themselves with England; a result which they 
desu*ed to avoid, till the colonists had given better 
evidence of being able to msdntain themselves in 
the contest. With the privity of the French min- 
istry, arms and money, to a considerable amount, 
had been shipped to America, and only a mock 
opposition was made to the wishes of many 
French officers, who were desirous of enlisting 
personally in the struggle. Aware of the weak 

C 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



14 AMERICAN BIOOaAPHY. 

points of the American army, they were anxious 
to send over, an officer of expefience, wbo might 
drill the undisciplined, troops, and introduce such 
a system of tactics, as would enable them to conr 
tend i^sdnst a well equipped and organized enemy. 

Steuben was peculiarly fitted for this purpose. 
His military experience was known, and his talents 
were undoubted. To one, who had served through 
the seven years' war under the great Frederic, but 
had now ^been on a peace establishment for more 
than fourteen years, the prospect of engaging 
once more in active service could not be unac- 
ceptaUe. Even if- the plan should reach the ears 
of the British minister re^dent at Paris, still the 
Baron was not a Frenchman, and had not been 
received at court, so that no handle cotdd be made 
of J the affair. ^ - 

At the arsenal, St. Germain laid the project 
before Steuben in as flattering colors as possible. 
The colonists had declared themselves mdepen- 
dent, and fought single-handed with Great Britain 
for more than two years. The French wished to 
aid tbem^ but the time had not yet com^. There 
was a fair, opportunity of^ acquiring military glory^ 
and he might r^ly on the gratitude of the young 
republic for valustble services, rendered at an early 
and pressing period. The Spanish minister, Count 
d'Aranda, the Prince de Montbarrey, and finally, 
Vergennes himself, added the weight of their au- 
thority to the proposal of St. Germam. 
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Qd the Other hand, Steuben objected the haz« 
ard of the enterprise, bis time of life, and his 
ignorance of tbe English language. , Besides, as 
his personal fcntune, independent of the offices 
which he must resign, jvas Very, smaU, he coulcl 
not engage m tbe service without a prospect of 
adequate remuneration, ^s tbe French ministers 
had no authcxnty to treat upon this point, they re^ 
ferred him to the American envoys then in Paris. 

At the house of M. de Bea^marcbais, he was 
btroduced to Dr. FrankUn and Silas Deane. At 
tbe same place, he became acquainted with Peter 
S. Du PonceiBiu, then a young man only seventeen 
years of age, whose services as an interpreter, iat 
he spoke English fluently, were peculiarly valuable* 

Tbe envoys showed a desire to enlist the Baroa 
in the Anerican service; but, when the terms 
were mentioned, a difficulty immediately arose. 
Mr. Deanet was willing to enter into any proper 
engagerbent; but Dr. Franklin demurred,, and 
finally said, tbtt he bad no authority from Con- 
gress to form any contract whatever with a foreiga 
o&cety ^till less to make the required advance of 
flmds to defray the expenses of the voyage. Oa 
the contrary, Congress had refused to ratify the 
conditions, upon which he had already engaged 
M. Dacoudray and the officers of his suite to em- 
bark fi>r America. 

To the Barcm this answer was decisive; and be. 
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would have resumed his former jJans immediately, 
but for the instances of St. Germain, who was 
still anxious that the negotiation should not be 
broken off. By his means the affair was protract- 
ed till the middle of July, when Steuben, seeing 
no prospect of a satisfactory arrangement, and as 
it was now too late for his proposed excursion to 
England, determined to return to Germany. 

He accordingly took leave of his Parisian 
fiiends, and on the 25th of July set out for Ra- 
stadt, with the intention of resuming his employ- 
ment under the Prince of Baden. But, on his 
arrival, he found letters from Beaumarchais and 
St. Germain, informing him that a vessel was then 
ready to sail for America, and pressing him to 
return and embark immediately. They assured 
him, that satisfactory arrangements should be made.* 
Alter consultation with his friend. Prince William of 
Baden, the Baron decided to accept the invitation. 

He resigned his several offices, and, by consent 
of the king of Prussia, transferred the canonry, 
which he held, to his nephew. Early in August 
he returned to Paris, and had an interview with 
the French ministers at the house of Vergennes. 
It was there determined, that, ^without any stipula- 
tion with the American ministers, he should merely 
obtain from them letters of introduction to Wash- 
ingtoii and the President of Congress. On his 
arrival in the United States, if he could not do 
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Otherwise^ he was to oSbt his services as a vdlun- 
teer, and. after exerting himself to the utmost foif 
the success of the cause, was, on the failure of 
every other chance, to rely on the French court 
for remuneration. . Beaumarchais agreed to flir- 
nish the funds which were immediately required 
for the undertaking. 

The French ship UHeureuXy of twenty-eight 
guns, commanded by Captain Landais, who had 
served under Bougainville in his voyage round 
the world, was appointed for the expedition. Her 
name was changed to Le Flamandy and she was 
ostensibly freighted by private individuals for a 
voyage to Martinique. But her lading really 
consisted of arms and munitions of war for the 
American service, and the captain had secret 
orders to proceed to the United States. The 
Baron embarked at Marseilles on the 26th of Sep- 
tember, under the assumed name of Monsieur de 
Franck. His suite consisted^ of M. Du iPonceau, 
who acted as his private secretary, , and three 
French officers, Romanai, L'Enfapt, and Ponthiere. 

After a rough and daQgerous passage^ the ship 
arrived at Portsmouth, Wew Hanipshire, on the 
1st of Decenaber. On their .first communication 
with the shore, they received the news of the 
capture of Burgoyiie, an event of happy omen to 
Steuben, as it assured him that he had not em- 
barked in a desperate cause. 

VOL. IX. 2 C 2 
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He wrote immediately to General Washington, 
enclosing a copy of Dr. Franklin's letter of intro- 
duction, and requesting permission to enter the 
American service, if no other arrangement could 
immediately be made, in the capacity of a vdun- 
teer. ** I could say, moreover," he added, " were 
it not for the fear of offending your modesty, thai 
your Excellency is the only person- under whom, 
after having served under the King of Prussia, I 
could wish to pursue ah drt, to which I have 
wholly given up myself. I intend to go to Bos- 
ton in a few days, where I shall present my letters 
to Mr. Hancock, member of Congress, and there 
I shall wsdt for your Excellency's orders, accord- 
ing to which I shall take convenient measures.** 

On the 9th" of January, 1778, Washmgton re- 
pfied to this letter, and informed Steuben, that it 
rested entirely with Congress to make suitable 
provision for him in the army. He must, there- 
fore, proceed to Yorktown, in Pennsylvania, where 
that body was then convened, lay his credentials 
before them, and receive their directions for his 
future conduct. The Baron accordingly set off 
for Yorktown, where he arrived in February, and, 
having delivered his letters, was received by the 
President of Congress with every mark of distinc- 
tion. The day after his arrival, a committee of 
five members was appointed to confer with him. 
Dr. Witherspoon was the chairman of this com- 
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mittee, and the only one to whom Steuben could 
explain himself in French. 

In answer to the questions of this committee, 
the Baron stated, that he had entered into no 
agreement with the Commissioners at Paris ; that 
he made no demand for rank or pay, but had 
come to serve ad a volunteer in the army, expect- 
ing, however, that his expenses would be defrayed 
in the style that was usual for officers, who had 
served with distinction in Ikirope. He was not 
rich ; and, in order to come to America, had re- 
signed offices in Europe, which gave him an in- 
come of six hundred pounds sterling. K his 
services should not prove acceptable, or if the 
United States should fail in establishing their inde- 
pendence, he would hold them quit of any obliga- 
tions to him, either for indemnity or reward. But 
if the value of his services should be acknowledged 
by the Commander-in-chief, and the war should 
have a prosperous issue, he hoped that Congrdss 
would restore the money he had advanced, would 
render him an equivalent for tl\e offices he had 
resigned, and give him such iurther compensation 
as they might deem he had deserved. In the 
mean time, he expected that the officers of his 
suite should receive employment suitable to their 
experience, and to the rank which they had held 
in Europe. To this end, he requested a tasjofs 
commission for M. de Romanai ; one of captain^ 
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m the engineer corps Car M. L'Eniant, and the 
rank of captain of foot for his secretary, M. Du 
Ponceau. 

As the grant of these terms could not interfere 
with the rival pretensions of other officers, the 
committee declared, that they were perfectly sat- 
isfied, and made their report to Congress accord- 
ingly. That body voted their thanks to Steuben for 
his disinterested oflfer, and ordered him immediate- 
ly to join the army, which was then in winter- 
quarters at Valley Forge. 

On his way to the camp, the citizens of Lan- 
caster, many of whom were Grermans, or of Ger- 
man descent, gave a public ball in honor of his 
arrival. His reputation had preceded him, and 
all ranks were eager to see and greet the distin- 
guished foreigner, who came to devote his military 
skill to .the cause, of American freedom. 

The condition of the Continental troops, during 
the gloomy winter at Valley Forge, is too well 
known ,to need description. It was wretched in 
the extreme. Reduced to a mere ^ handful in 
pomt of numbers, half clothed, and ill sheltered 
from the inclemency of the weather, they owed 
their preservation to the supineness or ignorance 
of the enemy. The Baron frequently declared, 
that no European army could be kept together 
under such^dreadful deprivations. DiscipUne was 
relaxed, and the performance of military duties 
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fiequently postponed^ from the necessity of em- 
ploymg the soldiers in excursions to procure daily 
subsistence, or of keeping them housed, because 
they were too ill cl?id to endure the open air. As 
he passed through the cantonment, say;s his aid- 
dci-camp, the Baron was obliged to see through 
the open windows and half-closed doors of the 
huts, the wretched figuf as of the . soldiers, with 
only a blanket thrown over, them, and to hear, at 
every turn, their complaints for want of pay, 
clothes, and provisions. . . 

The irregularities of conduct, arising from the 
.want of equipments and necessities, were height- 
ened by the officers' ignorance, of military system, 
and by the short periods for wt^ich the mea were 
enlisted. .Many were unpractised even in the 
manual exercise, and none understood the evolu- 
tions, requisite for the proper arrangement of troops 
in th^ open field. Being collected from different 
States, they had never been trained to any uniform 
system of tactics. Utter carelessness prevailed in 
the use of arms and equipments, and great waste 
was made of their slender means from the want 
of proper rules, by which accountability for losses 
might be pushed home to individuals. 

Richard Peters, who then belonged to the War 
Department, affirmed, that it was customary in 
the estates of that office, to allow five thousand 
muskets beyond the^ actual numbers of the mustw 
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of the whole army. Yet this allowance was 
never sufficient to guard against the waste and 
misapplication that occufred. We have the same 
authority for the assertion, that in the last mspec- 
tion return of the army, before he left the War 
Department, Baron Steuben being then Inspector- 
General, only three muskets were deficient, and 
those accounted for. 

The want of economy in the management of 
camp equipage, horses, and cavalry and artillery 
accoutrements, caused the most serious difficulties. 
Many of those who went h(»ne, at th^ expiration 
of their term of enlistment, carried with them 
their arms and military furniture, while the men 
who came in were entirely unprovided. 

When the spring opened, partial supplies were 
received, and the new levies arrived in considera- 
ble numbers. To bring order out of the general 
confusion, to reduce the raw recruits to a homoge- 
neous mass with the old troops, to accustom the 
whole to the utmost precbion of movement and 
management of arms, and to yield punctilious 
obedience to orders, was the hard task assigned to 
Baron Steuben. He was oblige^d to instruct equal- 
ly the officers and the men ; the former to lead, 
and the latter to follow, in intricate evolutions-, with 
which all were alike unacquainted. His difficul- 
ties were increased by his ignorance of the Eng- 
lish language. His secretary, Dii Ponceau, who 
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tnigjit haviB dded htm* in this point, was Inck and 
absent from the army. 

At the first parade, the troops neither under- 
standing the command, nor keing able to follow 
in movements to which they had not been accus- 
tomed, were gettmg fast into confusion. At that 
moment. Captain Walker, then of the fourth New 
York regiment, advanced firom the line, and 
offered his as^tance to translate the orders and 
give them out to the troops. ^^ If i had seen an 
angel fix)m heaven," said the Baron, many jrears 
after, '^ I should not have been mote rcgdced. 
Perhaps there was not another officer in the armj , 
(unless Hamilton be excepted,) who could speak 
French and English, sa as to be weU understood 
in both." Walker became his aid-de-camp, and 
in future was hardly ever absent from his side. 

Still, as the Baron slowly acquired our lan- 
guage, hi^ eagerness and warmth of temper would 
fiequ^ntly involve him In difficulties^ On such 
occasions, aftear exhausting all the execratimis he 
Gould thbk of in German and French, he would 
call upon his faithful aid for assistance. ^' Venez, 
Walker, mon ami I Sacre, de gaucherie of dese 
badauts, je ne puis plus. I can curse dem no 
more." 

A temporary department of inspection was or^ 
ganized, and the Baron was placed at its head. 
Trained under so expert a tactician as the great 
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Frederic, iie was well . qualified for t 
and entered upon it with great earnestn^^,^. * *x/*** 
the njoment that instruction began, no time or 
pains were spared |» promote the object he had 
in view. Whenever the troops were to. manoeuvre, 
and this was every fair day, the Baron rose at 
three o'clock in the morning, and, while the servant 
dressed his hair, he smoked, and drank one cup 
of strong coffee. At sunrise he was on horse- 
back, and, widi or without his suite, gallpped to 
the parade ground. There was no waitmg for a 
tardy aid, and one who cande late was sufficiently 
punished by a reproachful look for the neglect of 
Quty. 

The labor o( inspection was always performed 
with the utmost care. 13r. Thacher in his " Mili- 
tary Journal " describes a scene, showing how greiat 
attention) was paid to the minutest details. "The 
troops werQ paraded in a single liQe, with shoul- 
dered arms, every officer in his particular s^tion. 
The Baron first reviewed the line in this position, 
passing in fropt with a scrutinizing eye; after 
which he took into his hand the musket and ac- 
coutrements of every soldier,, examining them 
with particular accuracy and precision, applauding 
or condemning, according to the condition in 
which, he found them. He required*, that the 
mugket and bayonet ghould exhibit the brightest 
polbh ; not a spot of rust, or defect in any part. 
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GOttld elttde his yigilance. He inquired also intp 
the conduct of the officers towards their men, 
censuring ev&^ faulty and applauding every meri- 
toarious action. Next, he reqiAred of me, as sur* 
geon, a list of the sick, with a particular statement 
of their accommodations and mode of treatipenti 
and even vi»ted some of the sick in their cabins." ^ 

The Tali}e of Steuben's services was soon ap^ 
parent, in the improved condition of the troops, 
and was fully appreciated by Washington. On 
the 30th of April, when the BaroD had been with 
the army but a few weeks, the Commander-in- 
chief wrote to Congress, attesting his merits in 
strong tenns, and recommending him to receive 
immediately a permanent appointment. The fol- 
lowing is an extract firom the letter. 

"I should 'do injustfee,'if I were to be longer 
silent with regard to the merits of Baron Steuben. 
His knowledge of his jHrofession, added to the 
zeal which he has discovered ^nce he began upon 
the functi<His of his office, leads me to consider 
him as an acquisition to the ser^e, and to ^recom- 
mend him to the attention of Congress. His 
expectatbns with respect to rank extend to that 
of major-general. His finances, he ingenuously 
confesses, will not admit of his s^rvmg without 
the incidental Emoluments; and Congress, I pre- 
sume, from his chmracter, and their own knowledge 

* Thachei^s MUUary Jwrtudj 9d ed. p. 160. 

D 
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of him, wfll without diflSculty gratify him in thOW 
particulars." 

In conformity with this recommencktioD) lb& 
Baron, on the 5th of May, was app<rftited inspec- 
tor-general of the army, with the rank <rf majcH> 
general ; hid pay to commence at the time c( his 
joining the army. The department <rf inspection, 
which hitherto had been on a temporary footing, 
was now^ arranged on a permanent basis. Two 
ranks of inspectors were appobted ; the lowest 
were charged with the inspection of brigades, and 
were chosen by the field-officers of the body to 
which they belonged. Oyer these were placed, 
as sub-inspectors, five officem with the rank of 
lieutenant-colonel. Among these Were two French 
gentlemen, Temant and Fleury, whose knowl* 
edge of both French and English nntde them 
necessary assistants to B^ron Steuben. 

The duty of the^ inspectors was to superintend 
the exercise and discipline of the troops, and to 
assist in the execution of all field niancBUvres, 
especially in time of action. They reviewed and 
inspected the number and condition (^ the men, 
and the state of their arms and accoutrements, 
and reported to the Commander-in-chief any loss 
or damage, and by what means it had occnrrsd. 
To this end, they were fiimished mth blank re- 
turns, so that minute accounts were kept, and not 
a brush or picker could, be missing without the 
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responsibilhy for its loss fsffing upon an individ- 
ual. 

These rarioiis arrangements were projected 
tod matured with great labor hj Steuben himself, 
and in their operation were productive of the 
faapptest efifects. Much unnecessary expense was 
avoided, and habits of order and carefulness were 
htroduced throughout the army. 

In the exercise and discipline of the troops, the 
plans of the Baron were equally successful. The 
European systems were too minute and compli- 
cated to be literally adopted, and were therefore 
varied and accommodated with great skill to the 
condition of the army. The regimental officers had 
Written instructions relative to their several func- 
tions, and the manoeuvres were illustrated by a 
company which the Baron himself trained. 

Much embarrassment was experienced in carry- 
ing the system Into efifect, from the want of cloth- 
ing and arms. Colonel Fleury, who had been 
sent to Wilmington to discipline the troops under 
General Smallwood, writes to Steuben on the 19lh 
of May, giving a mournful picture of the condi- 
tion of the troops. Many of them, from their 
utter nudity, could not appear on the ground. 
•*Most of tlie recruits are unprovided with shirts, 
ani the only garment they possess is a blanket 
elegantly twined about them. You may judge, 
Sir, how much thfe appareL graces their appear- 
ance on parade.'' 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



68 AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY. 

NotwithstandiDg such difficulties, the success 
of Baron Steuben's efforts was such, that) little 
more than a year afterwards, in {^ letter to Dr. 
Franklin at Paris, he wrote as follows respecting 
the condition of the troops. 

" I leave it to your other correspondents to 
give you an accoupt of the present state of our 
army. If they tell you, that our order and dis-* 
cipline equals that of the French and Prussian 
armies, do not believe them. But do not believe 
them either, if they compare our troops to those 
of the Pope; take a just medium between these 
two extremes. Though we are so young that we 
scarce begin to walk, we have already taken 
Stony Point and Paulus Hook, at the point of 
the bayonet, without firing a single shot. Thb is 
very premature ; yet we still have many weak- 
nesses which bespeak our. infancy. We want, 
above all, the true meaning of the word^ liberty^ 
independmce^ Sec, that the child jnay not make 
use of them against his father, or the soldier 
against his officer." * 

The Baron was particularly attentive to the 
personal appearance of the men, and never al- 
lowed any instance oi care or negligence in this 

* The Baron always wrote his letters in French, but 
those to bis English correspondents were translated by 
his aids. 
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respect to pass ^tbout immediate praise or cen* 
sure. On one occasion, when reviewing Colonel 
Jackson's regiment, he noticed in the ranks a very 
spruce young lad, handsomely formed, standing 
erect with a soldierly air, and his ffXQ^ and equip- 
ments in perfect order. Patting him under the 
chin, to raise his head still more, the Baron viewed 
him with a smile, and asked him how. old he was. 
" Seventeen^ Sir." Steuben asked him several 
other questions, how long he had been a soldier, 
and whether he had a wife ; then turning to tfie 
commander, said, " Colonel Jackson, this is one 
&ia soldier in miniature." 

Dr. Thacher relates another anecdote, which 
displays in a pleasing manner Steuben's rigid 
sense of justice. " I recollect, that at a review 
near Morristown, a Lieutenant Gibbons, a brave 
and good officer, was arrested on the spot, and 
ordered into the rear, for a fault, which it after- 
wards appeared another had committed. At a 
proper moment, the comnaander of the regiment 
came forward and informed the Baron of Mr. 
Gibbons's innocence, of his worth, and of his acute 
feelings under this unmerited disgrace. ^Desfre 
Lieutenant Gibbons to come tp the front, Colonel.' 
*Sir,' said the Baron to the young gentleman, 
*the fault which was made by throwing the line 
into confusion, might, in the presence of an enemy, 
have been fatal. I arrested you as its supposed 

D2 
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author ; but I have reason to belieVe that I was 
mistaken, and that in this instance you were blame- 
less. I ask your pardon ; return to your command. 
I would not deal unjustly by any, much less by 
one, whose character as an c^cer is 9o respecta* 
ble.' All this passed with the Baron's hat off, the 
rain pouring on his venerable head." 

Steuben was particularly anxious, that the high* 
er officers should not think it beneath them to 
attend to the minutiae of the drill, even to instruct- 
ing the men singly in the proper use of their arms. 
As we have seen, he trained one company him- 
self, that it might serve as a model to the others, 
ahd that his example might have weight with his 
brother officers. Learning the more complicated 
manoeuvres was necessarily postponed to the ne- 
cessity of making the troops perfect in the simpler 
operations, and enabling them, on the field of 
battle, to display or fold a column, or change a 
front with ease and correctness. " We' have not 
time," said Steuben, " to do all. The business 
is, to give our troops a relish for their trade, to 
make them feel a confidence in their own skill. 
Your officers, following the miserable British ser- 
geant system, would think themselves degraded 
by an attention to the drill. But the time will 
come, when there will be a better mode of think- 
ing. Then we will attend to turning out the toes." 

This prophecy, observes one of his aids/ was a 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



BAKON STEUBEN. 31 

year or two afterwards^ literally jfblfilled. " Do 
you see that, Sir ? " said Steuben, " there is your 
colonel, instructing that awkward recruit. I thank 
God for that/' 

On the 18th of June, Baron Steuben left tlie 
encampment to visit Congress at Yorfttown.' He 
carried with him a highly complimentary, letter 
from Washihgttm to the President of Congress. 
He had made very extensive arrangements in the 
army, and his object was now to obtain a sanction 
of his proceedings from the Board of War. Hav- 
ing succeeded in this end, he returned to the 
army, to take his share of active duty in the cam- 
paign of 1778. 

iiEte in June of this year the Britbh troops 
evacuated Philadelphia, and ti council of war was 
lield, in the American army, to decide upon the 
propriety of attacking them in their retreat. The 
general opinion was in favor of sending a detach- 
ment to attack the enemy's rear, while tlie main 
body should take a proper poi^tion, ta act as cir- 
cumstances might require. But opipions differed 
respecting the strength of the detachment. Steu- 
ben, with others, was in favor of a strong body 
being sent for thb purpose, and their views coin- 
cided with the judgment of Washington. . 

The arrangement was carried into effect, an<i it 
produced the battle of Monmouth, which was 
fought on the ^Sth of June. To the valuable 
improvements, which Steuben * ' ' ' ' " ' 
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all the ranks of the army, among other causes, the 
successful issue of this action is undoubtedly to be 
ascribed. Colonel Hamilton declared, that he 

' had never known nor conceived the value of mUi- 
tary discipline until that day. 

As he had no command in the line, Steuben 
was employed durihg the action in forming the 
troops and reconnoitring the enemy. In this last 
service, he narrowly escaped bebg taken. His 
report to Ws^hington of t;he unaccountable retreat 
of the van, commanded by General Lee, called 
forth some expressions from that officer, of which 
the Baron^ prompt to take offence, demanded im- 
mediate explanation. Lee was already involved 
in difficulties enough, and he made the required 
apology in satisfactory terms. 

\\ is pleasant to see tho' little courtesies of life 
exchanged between members of contending armi^. 
We find Steuben writing to his countryman, Gen- 
eral Knyphausen, then serving under Sir Henry 
Clinton, and requesting him to extend some favors 
to Mr. Garoutti, a young gentleman who had be^i 
made prisoner by the British. In a very polite 
reply, Knyphausen informed the Baron, that after 
some search he bad discovered the person in ques- 
tion, had supplied him with necessaries and every 

. thing that he desired, and would take care, that 
he should be/included in the first general exchange 
of prisoners. ^ Such little events as this alleviate 
the painful feelings that naturally arise, when we 
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see those who were born on the same sofl, engaged 
m opposite parties in war, and both in the service 
of strangers. 

In July of this year, Steuben became desirous 
of exchanging his office of inspector-general for 
a command of the 3ame rank in the regular line. 
As his labors had established the department of 
inspectiort on a regular footing, and' no other duty 
now remained to him but that of a general super- 
intendence, he naturally wished for a more active 
life, and an opportunity to acquire "fame by com- 
manding troops on distinct operations. Circum- 
stances had enabled Washington to gratify this 
wish to a small extent. When the main army 
marched from Brunswic, 'as there were but few 
major-generals, and most of the brigadiers were 
in attendance at the court-martial held for the 
trial of General Lee, the Baron was appointed to 
conduct one wing of the army to the North River. 

Though this arrangement was temporary, ancf 
so expressed in the general orders, it created some 
uneasiness among the brigadier-generals. They had 
willingly seen the rank of caajor-general given to 
Steuben, because, as he was appointed to a distinct 
department, it /jould not interfere with their own 
claims to promotion. , But they did not wish to 
have the number of superior officers in actual 
service .increased, as it would diminish their own 
chance of rising by seniority. 

VOL. IX. .3 
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PerjJlexities of this iind were continually mul- 
tiplying around the Commander-in-chief, and no- 
thing but his great prudence enabled him to 
parry them, without any serious injury resulting to 
the service. When Steubeti left the anny to lay 
his desire before Congress, Washington wrote in 
the pkdnest terms to the President of that body. 
After bearing the most ample testimony to the 
merits of the Baron, h& declared himself altogeth- 
er averse to the claim, wliich cquH not be granted, 
without serious difficulties bemg the immediate 
result. ' 

But, as he opposed the Baron's wishes in this 
respect, so he coincided entirely with them ia 
another. A doubt had arisen respecting the Baron's 
supremacy in his own department. His commis- 
sion made him inspector-general to the whole army. 
But Monsieur Neuville had received a cosamission 
expressed in similar terms for the army then 
commanded by Gates, and under this he denied 
any subordinatbn to Steuben; 

Congress accepted the advice of Washington in 
bpth respects. They confirmed the Baron's ab- 
solute authority in the department of inspection, 
but passed silently over his request to be trans- 
ferred to. the line. After fairly making the at- 
tempt, Steuben was discreet and disintexested 
enough to let the matter rest, and . apply himself 
with new zeal to his old duties. Congress re- 
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quested him to repair to Rhode Island, and give 
his advice and assistance to Genera^ Sullivan in 
the attack, which was then meditated on the Brit- 
ish troops in that quarter. 

In accordance with this request, Steuben set off 
immediately, but arrived too late to have any share 
in Sullivan's active operatbns. The French fleetj 
upder D'Estaing, which was designed to cooper- 
ate with the land forces, had been obliged to sail 
for Boston to repair the injury received in a vio- 
lent storm, and the troops were so much disheart- 
ened by this, event, that they deserted in great 
numbers. Sullivan was compelled to break up 
his camp before Newport, and retire to the north- 
em part of the island, and thence, after an inde- 
cisive engagement, to the main Jand. After re- 
maining with Sullivan for sonie time, to assist him 
in getting the troops into order, and making the 
necessary arrangements to prevent the incursions 
of the British, Steuben returned to the main army. 

In the choice of aids and officers immediately; 
connected with him in his department, ^he Baron 
wa^ peculiarly fortunate. The little fatnily that 
they formed fqr him, and the mutual affection and 
confidence that prevailed among its members, gave 
him, bachelor as he was, and residing in a strange 
land, all the comforts of domestic life. He was 
in the haiAi of' breakfasting in his own apartment, 
but frequently paid Ae moss^-room of his officers 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



36 AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY. 

a visit while they were engaged at that meal, 
which was always composed of the best materials 
that could be obtained, at the Baron's sole cost. 
On such occasions, he did not suffer his affection 
for the men to interfere with his zeal for the s^- 
vice. If either of the gentlemen had protracted 
his morning's sleep too long to appear at that time 
in trim to mount on horseback, he was immediate- 
ly despatched on duty, without the slightest regard 
to the breakfast table. But the Baron was sel- 
dom driven to this necessity. 

Walker and i)u Popceau have been already 
mentioned. Ternant had been sent to the south, 
to introduce the system of inspection and disci- 
pline among the troops commanded by General 
Howe, and afterwards by General Lincoln. He 
was in the army of Howe at the time that officer 
was defeated in Georgia. This disaster, the un- 
healthiness of the climate, and . the difficulty of 
introducing any system into an army, which was 
one day composed of half-disciplined troops, and 
the next of militia not disciplined at all, see^i to 
have disgusted him with the situation. In his let- 
ters to the Baron, written in a deep spirit of 
affection and respect, he betrays his earnest desire 
to return to the north, and serve again under the 
eye of his old commander. 

Captain William North was another of the aids, 
and between him and the Bar6n existed an attach- 
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ment like that of father and son. This officer 
had served as a volunteer, in 1775, under Gfeneral 
Arnold, in the expedition through the wilderness 
from Kennebec to Canada. He afterwards re- 
cei\'«d the command of a company in Colonel 
Jackson's regiment, .and served in that capacity 
till he was appointed aid-de-camp to Barop Steu- 
ben* Deeply sensible of the kindness with which 
he had been treated in this relation, and of the 
many tokens of affection that he had recMved in 
other respects, he continued, during the loag pe^ 
riod in which he survived Steuben, to cheriish his 
memory with almost idolatrous regard. 

I have thought, that this little account of the 
members of the Baron's family would not be mis- 
placed here', as it throws a strong light on his 
excellfent character. No ordinary qualities of 
mind and heart are required to create such a deep* 
rooted affection to a superior Q&6er and a foreign- 
er, as was manifested by Temant, Walker, and 
North towards Steuben. To behold such kindly 
feelings springing up in the harsh soil of a camp, 
and flourishing in despite of the cold air of jealous 
rivalry and a punctilious regard to Ibrms, which 
usually prevail in such a quarter, is a pleasing 
but rare occurrence. ^ 

During the autumn of 1778, the Baron wa§ 
occupied in a work of much importance, for the 
completion iind rc^gular obtervance of the roles o( ' 

E 
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discipline and inspection. Hitherto, the system 
had been extended to the troops acting in separate 
and remote sections of the country, by means of 
officers despatched for the purpose, who had pre- 
viously learned and practised the rules, under the 
eye of Steuben himself. To this end, Temant 
had been sent to the southern army, where he was 
soon afterwards, joined by L'Etffant. * To intro- 
duce more perfect uniformity, so that the troops 
when brought together might not be perplexed by 
little difierences in their previous nK)de of training, 
it sepmed advisable, that a manual should be pre- 
pared and printed for distribution among the 
proper (^cers. It was especially requisite for the 
guidance of officers empkyed in raising recruits 
and sending them in small parties to the main 
army, that they might not arrive wholly unpractised 
in theii^ new duties. 

Baron Steuben engaged in the wotk at the re- 
quest of Washmgton and the Board of War. The 
difficulties in the way of executing the project 
were great. From his impei^fect acquaintance 
with the English language, the work was origmal- 
ly composed in French, and the manuscript then 
translated into English by his aids or persons con- 
nected with the War Department, who were not 
well acquainted with military phrases and duties. 
No treatise on military science could be obtained, 
to serve as a basi§ for the work. Every tiling 
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had to be drawn from the Baron's recoUectbns of 
the Prussian system, and then modified to suit the 
peculiar condition of the American troops. 

It is no small praise of a work executed under 
such disadvantages, that it was immediately ap- 
proved by the Commander-in-chief, relied upon 
for direction diuring the remainder of the war, and 
that it continued to be in use as the only au- 
thority for disciplining the militia of the several 
States down to a, late period. For this purpose, 
the work was republished In many of the States. 

It was written with such conciseness, that, 
though it contained minute directions on a great 
variety of subjects, it was comprised in a smaU 
volume of about one hundred and fifty pages. 
The completed manuscript was submitted to the 
perusal of Washington on the 26th of February, 
1779. Congress adopted it by a resolution dated on 
the 29th of March. But the publication was so 
much delayed, from the want of engravers com- 
petent to execute the plates, that the Baron's 
patience was severely tried. Colonel Pickering, 
who superintended the passage of the work 
through the press, wrotp to Steuben, announcing 
its publication, on the 19th of June. Tha follow- 
ing is an extract from the letter. 

*< I am obliged by your kind expressions of 
friendship and esteem, and shall ever account it 
an honor to be ranked among your friends. Should 
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I again discover mai^s of extreme impatience and 
even asperity in the inspector-general, I will im- 
pute them to his anxiety to introduce a perfect 
order and discipline in the anny, and to his zeal 
for securing the safety and , independence of 
America." 

The Baron was precise, and apt ^o be sufficient- 
ly testy about delays and imperfections for which 
he could not account. But his general goodness 
of heart is attested, not ohly by the enthusiastic 
attachment which his officers bore to him, but by 
many little incidents, which, trying fis they are, 
form the most satisfactory proof of an amiable 
disposition. An anecdote, related more than half 
a century after the event happened, by Major 
Popham, who became a member' of Steuben^s 
family in 1781, will illustrate this pomt. 

Tlie Baron brought with him from Europe a 
beautiful Italian grey-hound, n^ed Axor, to 
whicl^ he was much attached. This dog was a 
genius in his way. He had been instructed in 
music, and often performed his part on jthe gamut, 
much more to his own and his master*? delight, 
than to the satisfaction of the bystanders. "In 
the month of August, 1782," writes Major Pop- 
ham, "the Baron tiad occasion to review the 
invalid corps at Fishkill. " He and I rode out 
IB his carriage for this purpose, and returning in 
the afternoon, Azor in attendance, we were over 
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taken by a vicdent storm, which made the roads 
exceedingly muddy. The day being warm, the 
leeward glass of the carriage was put down. 
While the coachman pressed h^ horsed to their 
full speed, the rascally Italian, unwilling to bear 
any longer the^ pattering of the rain, made a 
flying spring through the window, and lighted 
directly on our new regimentals, which we had 
purchased but a short time before in Philadelphia. 
Of course, both of .us were reduced, to the most 
deplorable plight. My ire rose very fast, but the 
Baron's temper was unmoved. He laughed very 
hearUly, and contented himself with telling Azor 
that be was a rascal, and making him crouch down 
at his feet," 

Our readers will pardon another anecdote of 
Azor, though a little out of place. I quote from 
a manuscript communication of Mr. Du Ponceau, 
wbo> as we have seen, accompafiied Steuben on his 
voyage from France. " This dog was fond of music ; 
and, when on board the ship, he would liste^ with 
great attention and apparent pleasurie to the ssdlors' 
songs. While they or anybody else was singing, 
he stood all the time arrectis auriJms, not losing 
a sbgle note. Unfortunately, Captain Landats 
was also fond of music, but had the most dismal, 
and at the same time, false voice, that nature ever 
bestowed on man for the torment of delicate ears. 
Nevertheless, the good captain took it bto hiy 

E2 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



42 AMEKICAN BIOGRAPHY. 

head to learn vocal music, and for want of a better, 
I was selected to be his teacher. We now began 
to go through the musical scale, rfo, re, mi, /a, 
&;c. ; but poor Azor, dilettante as he w?is, could 
not besg* the hao^h sounds that issued from my 
pupil's voice. As feoon as we began the gamut, 
he set up such lamentable yells that we werq soon 
compelled to abandon our melodious exercise. 
The dog, nevertheless, continued to listen to other 
music, anth did not lose his taste for that delightful 
art. But the gamut hfe never afterwards would 
bear ; the moment any one began with do, re, mi, 
ya,^he commenced his terrible howl, and nothing 
would quiet him but some tune more to his taste. 
The captain pronounced, that the dog had no ear 
for music ; but he was greatly mortified, that the 
animal's taste did not coincide with' his own. The 
passengers, however, were of a difierent opinion ; 
and Azor had my warm thanks for relieving me 
from the painful task to which our gallant com- 
mander had subjected me." 

On the 16ih of August, 1779, Steuben left the 
main army on a visit to Providence, in order to 
introduce among the troops under General Gates 
the rules, which had been adopted in the main 
body. He remained at "Providence but t short 
period, being ordered to Boston to receive, and ac- 
company to head-quarters, the Chevalier de la 
Luzerne, who had just landed as minister from 
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France to Congress. The route assigned for the 
journey lay through New Hayen and Fsdrfield, in 
Connecticut. But, on the 8th of September, ^e 
find Colonel Hamilton wjriting in some ansdety to 
Steuben, to induce him to change the route ; for, 
as. the British had troops on Long Island, a body 
of men might easily be thrown across the Sound, 
and the whole party might have their dreams dis- 
agreeably interrupted by a call to attend the levee 
of Sir Henry QUnton. The journey was made, 
however, without accident, and the Chevalier was 
received at th^ mam army with the honors due to 
his station. . - 

On this and other occasions, the Baron had 
received more "^ than - the regular salary of his 
office, as established by Congress. The nature 
of his duties, which required him fi^quently to 
travel fi;om one part of die army to another, 
occasioned extra expense, and, in the opinion of 
Washington, justified an extra allowance. But 
there were other causes which increased Steuben's 
pecuniary difficulties. 

His hand^as ever open to the calls of distress, 
and on alL occasions he found it difficult to resist 
his inclination to give, or to have any prudent 
regard to the extent of his means. As it does not 
appear that he received any remittance firom Eu- 
rope during the war, he was entirely dependent on 
bis allowance firom Congress for his own support 
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and the exercise of his liberal feelings. Genteral 
Washington was sensible of his merit, and urged 
the authorities on all proper occasions in his behalf. 
In truth, considering the poverty of the country, 
he was treated with a commendable degree of lib- 
erality. But hardly any sum was too great for his 
necessities. 

Never did a review ^ass, without rewards being 
given to soldiers, whose attention to the state of 
their arms and equipments wa3 most cc^spicuous. 
Never was his table unfurnished with guests, if 
furnished ^i|h provisions. Officers of the higher 
ra,nks, men most prominent ibr their attentbn to 
duty, were principally his guests ; but the gen- 
tlemen of his family were desired to complete the 
list with others of inferior npjt. " Poor fejlows,'* 
said he ; " they have field officers' stomachs, with- 
out their pay or rations." 

On one occasion at the Soudi, he sold a part 
of his oump equipage, in order to give an enter- 
tainment to the officers of the allied army. " We 
are constantly feasted by the French," said he, 
"without their receiving any in vij;ation in return, 
except from head-quarters. I can stand it no 
longer. I wSl give one grand dinner to our 
allies, shoiild I eat my soup with a wooden spoon 
for ever after." •■ 

The month of February, 1780, was spent by 
Baron Stouben, at Philadelphia, in concerting 
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Qieasures with the Board of War, to place the 
army on a proper footing for the campaign of th« 
ensuing summer. From tha peculiar manner -m 
which he had been employed, he could furnish 
accurate infpnnation respecting the state and num-* 
ber of the troops^ and suggest what steps were 
requisite to meet the coming exiigencies of the 
war. As a large force was expected from France 
in the course of the summer, it was absolutely 
neicessary, that the strength and effectiveness of 
the American forces should b^ increased, that the 
allies might not be discouraged at the first sight of 
the army with which they were to cooperate. 
Steuben was fortunate enough, in the measures 
he proposed, to obtain the approbation of Wash- 
mgton. 

The return of Lafayette ta the United States 
in April, bringing intelligence that a naval and 
land armament might soon h^ expected fix)m 
France, caused tbe preparations already com- 
menced, to be carried on with renewed yigor. A 
circular letter was despatched to the govertiors of 
tbe several States, ur^g thfem to complete their 
quotas oif troops, to provide^ magazines of provis- 
ions and arms, and prepare for calling out this 
militia at any moment. 

In this way, though the proceedings of the 
States were dilatpry to the last degree, much wa$ 
accomplished. But unfortunately, from the arrjb- 
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val of a reinforcenaent to the British fleet at New 
Toric, the French lost their superiority at sea, and 
all the extraordinary preparations availed nothing 
towards the attainment of any considerable object. 
Tho^ French under Count Rochambeau landed in 
Rhode Island, but were sufficiently occupied in 
preparations for their o\vn defence. 

Baron Steuben continued at West Point, though 
not in actual command at that post, to give his 
advice and. assistance to General Howe, when an 
attack from the British was apprehended. As 
many French officers, who were old acquaintances 
of the Baron, visited this postj he had much 
pride in showing them the discipline and niilitary 
expertness, which the American troops , had at- 
tained uiider his instructions. Many parades were 
ordered, ^nd the allied officers' remarked with as- 
tonishment ' the adroitness and silence, w^ith which 
the manoeuvres were performed. This last partic- 
ular excited the more surprise, as the French 
troops were noisy in their marches and evolutions. 
" Noise? " exclaimed the Baron to General Mont- 
morency^ who was remarking upon this point, 
"I do not know where the noise should come 
iirom, when even my brigadiers dare not open their 
mouths, but to repeat my orders." 

On a subsequent occasion, when a violent stomi 
had caused a grand ej^hibition to be postponed, 
Steuben was asked by one of the French generals, 
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wbo had retired with him to his marquee, what 
manoeuvres he had intended to perform. On being 
told, the officer mentioned an addition of some 
difficulty, which he had seen practised by the 
Prussians in Silesia. "But we do not expect 
you to equal the veteran army of the King of 
Prussia. All in good time." 

'^ The time shall be next week/' said the 
Baron, ^after his guests had retired ; " I will save 
the gentlemen, who have not been in Silesia, the 
trouble -of going any farther than Verplanck's 
Point for instruction." The order for the review 
was brought, and one of the aids wrote, as Steu- 
ben dictated. The appointed day came, and, 
amid a large concourse of officers, the proposed 
evolutions w*e performed with great precision. 

The Batron was with the main army in the 
months of September and October, 1780, a pe- 
riod signalized by the treason of Arnold, and the 
capture of Andr^. By a wise precaution, the 
court for the trial of this unfortunate captive was 
composed in part of foreign officers, Lafeyette 
and Steuben being appomted members. Theit 
decision sealed the fate of Andre, and crowned 
the infamy of the wretched being, who, as the 
cause of sacrificing a brother officer and a man of 
honor, must have been as much detested in the 
British as in the American camp. 

Steuben never failed to manifest ther utmost ab- 
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borrence of the name and character of the tmton 
An anecdote^ told by cme of his aids, displays the 
depth of his feelings on this point.. As he was 
reviewing Colonel Sheldon's regiment of light 
horse, on the caB of the mnster-roU, the ofiensive 
appellation of Benedict Arnold met his ear. The 
person who here the name, a private, was imme- 
diately called to the front. He was a fine lookmg 
man, with his horse and equipments in perfect 
order. " Change your name, brother soldier," 
said the Baron ; "you ore too respectable to bear 
the name of a traitor." "What name shall I 
take, Geneid?'' "Take xmy other; mine is at 
your service." The oflfer was gladly accepted, 
the odious appellation erased from the roll, and 
that of Frederic William Steuberf inserted in 
its place. As a christening present, the Baron 
immediately settled upon him a perpetual pension 
of five dollars a month, and, after some years, the 
gift of a considerable tract of land Was added. 
After the close of the war, the soldier met Steu- 
ben, and mformed him that he wa^ well settled,, 
and had a wife and son. "I have called my son 
after yoo, Sir." " I thank you, my' friend ; what 
name have you given the boy ? " "I called him 
Baron ; what else could I call him ? " ', 

Tlie ardent desire of Steuben to engage in 
more active service, with a separate command, was 
BOW to be gratified. The defeat of Gates at 
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Camden, on the 16tb of August, bad% entirely ex- 
posed the southern country to the operations of the 
anny under Comwallis. The roost strenuous 
exertions were required to prevent its entire loss. 
In October, General Greene was appomted to the 
command at the South, and all the troopa raised 
in the southern States were destined for his sup- 
port. Baron Steuben was ordeeed to accompany 
Greene, to render aid in arriMaging and disoiplining 
the raw troops, who were to fisrm the bulk of the 
army. He was i|lflo^ appointed to preside at the 
cbuit of inquiry mtp the conduct oi Gates ; but 
this afiair was delayed from, day to day, and finally 
siifieied to drop. 

•General Greene anived at Richmond about the 
middle ot November. He immediately perceived, 
that Virginia could be defended only in the Caro- 
Imas ; that, if the British forces in those States 
were not kept in constant action, the whole coun- 
try up to the Potomac must fall into their power. 
The eastern part of Virgbia was extremely unfa- 
vorable fi»r operations against an' enemy, who had 
the commimd at sea. Intersected by nMmer6us 
rivers and creeks, difficult &r troops to pass, the 
British could send a naval force far into the coun- 
try, and effectually hem in their opponeqts. 

With these views, Greene resolved to leave 
Baron Stei;d)en the command in Virginia, and to 
^o himself to the southward, to cope with Corn- 

voL. IX. 4 F 
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wallis. The' Baron was instructed to use the 
utmost exertions in enlbting troops in every part 
of the State, to form and discipline them as 
much as possible, and then to send them, together 
with what stores and provisions he could collect^ 
to the support of Greene. The British general 
Leslie still occupied Portsmouth, but with a force 
too small to act on the offensive. Steuben receiv- 
ed discretionary powers to act against him, but was 
advised to remain chiefly on the defenrive, with 
the view of forwarding every man, that could be 
spared, to the Carolinas* Definite m^ructions were 
also given him respecting the estaUishment of ar- 
mories and the conduct of the ordnance department. 
An odious task was thus imposed up6n Steuhfn 
at the begmning, and one which requiied no small 
judgment and prudence, as well as military skill, to 
perform with success. At the risk of creating 
dissatisfaction, he was obliged to disfumish the 
State for the time being, in the hope of securing 
its permanent safety. Knowing their dangerous 
situation, the Virginians could not willingly l)ehold 
the vohintary diminution of their resources. lii a 
letter to Governor Jefferson, Greene explained his 
views respecting the conduct of the war, and la- 
bored to convince him df their propriety. He 
recommended the . Baron in strong terms, and 
claimed for him the aid and cooperation of the 
State executive. 
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The departure of General Leslie from the 
State, on the 24th of November, left at liberty for 
other operations, a body of troops amounting to 
about nine hundred. Steuben ordered them to 
Petersburg, that they might be equipped and s^:it 
immediately to the South. But they were found 
so destitute of necessaries, that with great labor 
only four hundred could be fitted out and de^ 
spatched under Colonel Ghreen. The others were 
ordered to Chesterfield Court-House, and the 
Baron exerted himself to procure for them articles 
of equipment. 

: The resources of the State bad been greatly 
exhausted, and, with all the exertions of GovemcMr 
Jefierson, recruits came in but slowly, and the 
proper stores were with diflSculty collected. The 
Baron^ zeal did not permit him on every occasicm 
to act with proper mildness and caution. 

, At one time, a man on horseback, with a well* 
moutited lad in attendance, rode up, and, intro- 
ducing himself to the Baron as a colonel in the 
militia, sadd that he had brought a recruit. Steuben 
thanked him, at first, but his. countenance changed, 
when be found, that the recruit was no other than 
die boy in attendance. A sergeant was ordered 
to measure him, and found, when his shoes were 
taken off, something by which his height had been 
increased. The Baron patted the child's head, 
^th a hand trembling with rage, and asked him 
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botr oM he was. He was very young, qiiite a 
child. '^^ Sir/' said Steuben to the militia colonel, 
*^ do you think me a rascal ? " ^^ Oh no. Baron, 
I do not." " Then, Sir, I think you are one, an 
infiimous scoundrel, thus to attempt to cheat your 
country." Then speaking to an officer at his 
side ; ^^ Take oS thb colonel's spurs, place him 
in the ranks, and tell General Greene irom nie, that 
I have sent him a man able to serve, instead of an 
infknt whom he would basely have made his sub- 
stitute. Go, my boy; carry the coloneFs horse 
and spurs to his wife ; make my respects to her, 
and tell h^r, that her husband has gone to fight, as 
an honest citizen should, for the liberty of his 
country." 

This was rather a high-handed proceeding; and 
the <rficer commanding the detachment, fearing 
the consequences, su^red the man to escape. He 
immediately applied to the Governor for redress ; 
but the purity of Steuben's motives was known,- 
and the matter was passed over in silence. 

The quota of troops fixed by Congress to com- 
plete the Virgima line amounted nearly to six . 
thousand. But the .A»semUy, after much debate, 
voted to raise only three thousand, and the draft 
was appointed for the l(Hh of February, 1781. 
Befi»re any thing was cbne^ however, the attention 
of Baron Steuben' and the, energies of the State 
were direc^d to another object by a new invasion 
of the enemy, commanded by the traitor Arnold 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



BARON STEUBEN. 53 

On the 30th of December, infimnation was 
transmitted to Governor Jefferson, that a naval 
armament, amounting in all to twenty-seven sail, 
had entered the capes of the Chesapeake. Gen- 
eral Nelson was immediately sent to the lower 
country to the north of Jaitnes River, with orders 
to call out the militia: there, and act -as exigencies 
should retjuire. 

Steuben was at Chesterfield, and did, not re- 
ceive certain news of the enemy's approach till 
the 2d of January. From the distressed situation 
of the Continental troops, at that place, only ope 
hundred and fifty men could be fitted out, who 
were sent to protect the public stores at Petersburg, 
then supposed to be the destination of Arnold. 
The Baron afterwards waited on the Governor and 
Council at Richmond, and it was determined by 
them to issue a call for four thousand militia. 

The BHtish passed up James River without 
opposition, till they arrived, on the 3d of Japuary, 
at Hood's, where a small battery had been erected. 
A few shot were fired at them here ; but the gar* 
riscNQ, amounting only to seventy men, were 
obliged to leave the post, when the enemy landed 
some troops and destroyed the guns. -On the 
4th, they landed a^ Westover, twenty-five miles 
below Richmond, which now appeared to be the 
object of attack. No force had as yet been col- 
lected, as the. call for the militia was issued only 

F2 
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two days before. But great exertions were made 
to remove the records, arms, and military stores to 
the south side of the river, which object was in a 
great degree accomplished. Most of the stores 
were sent to Westham, seven miles from Rich- 
mond, where they were ferried across the river, 
and guarded by the small body of Continentals. 

Arnold had with him a^out sixteen hundred 
eflfective men. Of these, he landed nine hundred 
at Westover, . and with them commenced his 
march, on the afternoon of the 4th, to Richmond, 
which place he reached at noon on the following 
day. Baron Steuben despatched one or two hun- 
dred militia, all that could be collected, to harass, 
the British on the marchj but the service was ill 
performed, and they entered the capital without 
the loss of a man. Arnold with five hundred men 
remaining in the town, Colonel Simcoe with the 
remainder pushed forward to Westham, where 
he burned a valuable foundry, boring-mill, lab- 
oratory, and some smaller buildings. Five brass 
four-pounders, which had been sunk m the river, 
were discovered, raised, and carried off, and six 
tons of powder were thrown into the water. But, 
as they had no means of crossing the river, the 
major part of the stores werq out of their reach, 
and Simcoe returned immediately to Richmond. 

Arnold sent a flag to Steuben,, offering not to 
bur^ the town, if the ships should be allowed to 
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pass up unmolested, and cany oif the tobacco, 
which was there deposited. This proposition was 
rejected ; and the enemy, concluding to leave the 
tobacco, after burning the public buildings and 
plundering many private houses, commenced their 
retreat to Westover, where they arrived on the 
7th. In about forty-eight hours,- they had passed 
thirty miles into the country, occupied the capital 
of the State, destroyed much public property, and 
returned to their shipping without the loss of a man. 

Deeply sensible of the insult thus received, 
Steuben strained every nerve to collect troops, and 
harass the British on thefar passage do^n the riyer. 
He had drawn what force he could to Manchester, 
with a view to prevent them from passing to 
the south side of the river, where, they might 
have committed serious damage. General Small- 
wood, with a small party of militia, had defeated 
an attempt made byja detachment of the enemy 
to pass up the Appomatox,- a river emptybg into 
James River, a little above Westover, and destroy 
some private shipping. 

Rightly judging, that Arnold's force would land 
again at Hood's, on theii* passage down, Steuben 
ordered Colonel Clarke to form an ambuscade with 
two hundred militia, at a short distance from the 
landing-place. On the 10th, the shipping an- 
chored at the place, and a party of five hundred 
men landed, who drove in the American picket. 
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When they came within forty paces of the ambus- 
cade, the militia poured in a general fire, which 
killed seven men and wounded twenty-three oth- 
ers. The Britbh returned the fire without effect, 
and then pushed forward with fixed bayonets, 
when tba militia immediately fled. The party 
reembarked, carrying with them the guns, which 
they had disabled at their former landing. 

' Simcoe liad been detached with a party of 
horse to Charles -City Court-House, where he 
surprised a body of militia, killed one, and took 
several prisoners. In this way, Arnold's force fell 
slowly down the river, occasionally landing parties i. 
to destroy public and private property, but afford- 
ing no opportunity to Steuben to make ai» at- 
tack with any prospect of success. At Cobham, 
they carried off some tobacco, and at Smithfield 
and Mackay's Mills, they destroyed some stores. 
Parties of militia followed thepi to each place, but 
in too small numbers, to hazard an attack. 

On the 20th the fleet reached Portsmouth, 
which Arnold proceeded to fortify, in order to es- 
tablish it as a. permanent post. He had been 
reinforced by three transports, and the troops 
under his command now amounted to two thou<- 
sand. On the other hand, the four thousand 
militia were now collected ; but, as economy was a 
material object, one fourth of these were dismiss- 
ed. With the remamder, Stephen made the 
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proper arrangements to confine the enemy within 
the narrowest limits, and to give every practicable 
protection to the inhabitants. 

General Lawson, with nine hundred militia and 
a party of horse, occupied several strong passes in 
the vicinity of Sufiblk, a town lying about fifteen 
miles west of Portsmouth. Muhlenburg was sta- 
tioned at Cabin Point, with Armand's corps and 
eight hundred' infantry, to support Lawson. Gen* 
eral Nelson, with one thousand foot and a small 
number of horse, occupied Williamsburg, to pro- 
tect the stores at that placfe. . 

Baron Steuben's services during this predatory 
incursion of the enemy were fully appreciated by 
theState executive. The following is an extract 
&om a letter of (Jpvehior Jetferson, diated the 
10th of January, to the Presicient of Congress. 
" Baron Steuben has descended from the dignity 
of his proper command to direct our smallest 
movements. His vigilance has in a great measure 
supplied the want of force, in preventing, the 
enemy from crossing the riifer, the consequences 
of which might have been very faftal. He has 
been assiduously employed in preparing equip- 
ments for the militia,, as they assembled, pointing 
them to a proper object, and in other offices of a 
good commander." 

Nothing displays mOre strongly the ardent at- 
tachment of the Americans to the cause in which 
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they were engaged, than their detestation of Ibe 
traitor Arnold, and the strong desire they mani- 
fested to get possession of his person. His con- 
duct after the act of treason inflamed these feel- 
ings in no small degree. Hated by those whom 
he had betrayed, and an object of suspicion to the 
party he had joined, who never trusted him in 
command without placing him under the super- 
vision of inferior officers, he embraced every op-^ 
portunity, by acts of wanton cruelty and insult, to 
show the reckless nature of his feelings, and to 
sever the last tie, which bound him to his coun- 
trymen. Even Washmgton seems to have shared 
the general desire to seiz^ the traitor, in a greater 
degree dian was warranted by the real importance 
of the measure to the interests of the couptry. 
We hardly need to allude' to the gallant attempt 
of Sergeant Champe to carry off Arnold from the 
midst of the British troops in New York. A 
similar project was set on foot about this time in 
Virginia. 

It appears, that the plan was coneerted betwfeen 
Jefferson and Baron Steuben. On the 31st of 
January, the former wrote to General Muhlenburg, 
urging the importance and feasibility of the plan, 
and revesting him to provide for its execution. 
*^ Having peculiar confidence in the men from the 
western side of the mountains," sard he,. "I 
meant,, as soon, as they should come down, to get 
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the enterprise proposed to a chosen number of 
them, 5uch, whose courage and whose fidelity 
would be above all doubt. Your perfect knowledge 
of those men, personally, and my confidence in 
your discretion, induce me to ask you to pick from 
among them proper characters, in such numbers as 
you thiok best ; to reve^ to them our desire ; and 
to engage them to seize and bring ofif this greatest 
of all traitors. Whether, this may be best effected 
by theic going in as friends, and awaiting their op- 
portunity, or otherwise, js left to themselves. ^ The 
smaller the number the better, so that they, may 
be sufficient to manage him. Every necessary 
precaution on their part must be used, to prevent a 
discovery of their design by the enemy.. I will 
undertake, if they are sucoessful in bringing him 
off alive, that they shall receive five thousand 
guineas among thejn." 

An order was enclosed firom Baron Steuben, 
authorizmg Muhlenburg to dispose. what force he 
might think necessary, so as to cover the enter-p 
prise, and seoure the retreat of the party. The 
bearer of the letter, whawas privy to the plan, 
undertook to provide suitable men to act as guides. 

The project unfOTtunately failed, owing to the 
.extracnrdinary precautions which Arnold took for his 
own security. He remained close in his quarters 
while at Portsmouth, and never unguardedly ex- 
posed his person. 
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The ioyasion of the State caused a senous delay 
of the measures projected for furnishing General 
Greene with additional supplies; Much of the 
provision that had been collected was consumed/ 
and many of the arms and stores were taken or 
destroyed. By a law of the State,- no county wa« 
obliged to draft men for the Continental lines, 
while its militia were in actual service; and, as 
most of the militia from the lower counties w^re 
now in action, the recruitbg operations were 
necessarily postponed* It Was resolved, to send 
e^rery regular soldier* immediately to the Carolinas, 
and to trust the protection of the State against 
Amdd's force, entirely to^tbe militia. Five hun- 
dred Continentals still remained at Chestei^ld 
Court-House, but so • destitute of clothing .^and 
other necessaries, that they could not act, even in. 
their immediate vicinity. 

In the mean time, Greene was making continual 
and .pressing calls for support, reptesenting^.tbe 
safety of all the southern states as dependent on 
the reception of supplies from Viifinia. In his 
exertions to satisfy these demands, the Baron was 
sometimes unfcntunate. Full of zeal himself, he 
could not perceive all the difficulties in. the way 
of compliance with his requisitions, or allow for 
the natural reluctance of the Virginians to dinunish 
their resources, when a portkm of the territory 
was actually occupied by the- British. The aapei^ 
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hy of some of his communications to the State 
authorities furnished many with a pretext for turn- 
ing a deaf ear to claims, which they might other- 
wise have felt obliged to grant. Jefferson seems 
to ■ have entered into Steuben's character, and, 
feeling a deep respect for the man, to have exert- 
ed himself in lessening the difficulties of his situ- 
ation. Greene and Washington both wrote in 
conciliatory terms to Steuben, to allay his irrita- 
tion, and assure him of their confidence and sup- 
port. 

The double office of attending to the collection 
of supplies for the south, and directing the opera- 
tions t)f the militia against Arnold, demanded 
mcessant activity and vigilance. An accidental 
event at the north required Steuben to provide 
for more active operations. 

Early in February a storm disabled the British 
fleet, which iad hitherto blocked up the French 
vessels in Newport, and enabled M. Destouches 
to detach a sixty-four and iwo frigates, under M. 
de Tilly, to the Chesapeake, to act vnth- the Vir- 
ginia militia against Pcwrtsmouth. The capture of 
Arnold's naval force, it was hoped, would oblige 
his troops, cut off from all power of retreat, to 
surrender to Steuben. Unfortunately, Arnold re- 
ceived notice of the plan,, and was able to draw 
his vessels so high up the Elizabeth river, that the 
shallowness of the watei^ prevented the appiroach 
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of the French ; and M. de Tilly, having captured 
a Britbh frigate and two privateers, returned, on 
the 24th of February, to Newport. 

The great importance of capturmg Arnold, and 
dislodging the British from Virginia, induced 
Washmgt(Hi to press the French to a greater ef- 
fort; Destouches finally determined to proceed 
with the whole squadron to the Chesapeake, with 
a body of eleven hundred French infantry on 
board. As Steuben had recently sent .to General 
Greene a second detachment of regular troops, 
amounting to four hundred men, none but miUtia 
remained in the State, and these were deemed in- 
sufficient to act efiectuaHy with the French. A 
detaclmient of twelve hundred men from the main 
anpy, then stationed on the Hudson River, was 
therefore ordered to Virginia, imder Lafayette, 
who was to C9mmand all the forces destined for 
the attack of Portsmouth. 

The arrangements were made with great skill, 
and every thing seemed to pibmise success. La- 
fayette received positive orders to grant no terms 
to Arnold, which should insure him against the 
punishment due to his treason. By rapid march- 
es, La&yette reached the Head C3tf Elk on the 
3d of March, and there for a time awaited news 
from the French fleet. He wrote to Governor Jef- 
ferson and Steuben, urgmg the former to provide 
heavy ordnance and scows to transport them 
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i^ross the rivers, and the latter to keep the British 
fiarce constantly hemmed in by the militia. With 
the native delicacy of his character, he forbore to 
assume the command over Baron Steuben, until 
called to act immediately against the enemy. 

The latter was again exposed to deep mortifica- 
tion from having relied too much on the promises 
of the Stkte executive, and given to Lafaf ette 
too favorable an account of the supplies awaiting 
him in Virginia. In a letter to the Governor, 
dated the 9th of March, he wrote as fcdbws. ^^In 
oimsequence of the assurances I received frcxn 
government by Colonel Walker, \ was weak 
enough to write to General Washington and ib» 
Marquis, that eveiry thing' waJs ready for the expe- 
dition. My credulity, however, is punished at 
the expense of xnj honor, and my only excuse is 
U» co&fidence I had in government." The Mar- 
^pus oo his arrival- was compelled to impress pro- 
vition^r and cattle^ as the only means of providmg 
for the army. 

On the 20th of March, the hopes of all parties 
were excited to die highest pitch by the appear- 
aoce b the bay c^ a jQeet, conjectured to be that 
of the French. On the 23d they were doomed 
to learn the failure of these hopes, and the secood 
escape of the prey, that seemed ahnost within 
their grasp. The vessels proved to be the Eng-^ 
lisb fleet under Arfouthnot, who had sailed froo) 
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New York two days after the departure of the 
French from Newport. The two fleets met near 
the entrance of the Chesapeake, and an action 
ensued, which, though indecisive in the main, m- 
duced Destouches to return, and the English yes-' 
sels came up to Portsonouth. The troops under 
Lafayette gloomily retraced their steps to the 
northward, and Steuben returned to his old task, 
of watt^hing the enemy, and forwardmg supplies to 
General Greene. ^ - 

Late in "March, a remforcement of two thou- 
sand English troops under General Phillips arrived 
at Portsmouth. As the magnitude of the Biitbh 
army now threatened the safety of the whole State, 
La&yette received orders to take his force back, 
and assume the command in Virginia; His troops 
were wholly unprepared for a summer campaign 
at the south i but, by gre^t exertions, and borrow- 
ing a large sum on his private credit from the 
merchants of Baltimore, they were put in tolera- 
ble trim. 

Up to the middle of April, the , enemy did 
nothing but send out small parties of Tories, under 
the direction of Arnold, who committed great ex- 
cesses in the lower part of the State, plundering 
and burning the houses, and treating the inhabi- 
tants with wanton cruelty. On the 18th, a greater 
efhn was made. Twenty-five hundred men under 
Gieneral Phillips sailed up James River, with the 
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view of attackbg Petersburg and Richmond. Sim- 
coe with a small partjr entered Williamsburg, and 
destroyed some stores. The main body, on the 
24th, landed at the junction of the Appomatox 
and James Rivers, and marched up the ,banks of 
the former towards Petersburg. 

Baron Steuben was there With one thousand 
militia, to defend . the city against twenty-three 
hundred regular troops. But hi^ measures were so 
well taken, that he. was able to dispute the ground 
more than two hours, during which time the 
enemy gained but one mile. They were twice 
broken before their superiority of numbers com- 
pelled Steuben to retreat, and assume a new po- 
sition about twelve m3es up the river. The loss 
v^as equal, amounting to about sixty killed and 
wounded on each side. 

Greneral Lafayette by forced marches had ar- 
rived at Richmond, and his presence prevented the 
enemy from makmg any attack upon that place. 
But they burned all the tobacco' m the warehouses 
in Petersbui^ and the vicinity, and destroyed sevr 
eral public armed vessels and much private prop- 
erty at other points on the river. A small flotilla, 
origbally collected to aid the operations designed 
agsdnst Portsmouth, was now stationed at War- 
wick, a few miles below Richmond. Arnold con- 
ducted a considerable detachment of the British 
force agunst it, and sent a flag to the commanding 
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officer, requiring him to surrender. A defiance 
was returned ; but, as the enemy were enabled to 
bring some heavy artillery to a pomt of the shore 
within cannon-shot, the Virginians were compelled, 
after scuttling the vessels and setting them on fire, 
to escape to the opposite bank. 

By the 1st of May, Lafayette and Steuben 
had collected such a considerable fofce, that Phil- 
Bps dared not cross to the northern side of the 
river, but, collecting his detached parties, com- 
menced his voyage down to Portsmouth. "His 
expedition had caused great loss to the Americans, 
though by the destruction of private, more than 
of public property. On the 5th, when below 
Burwell's Ferry, he received despatches fi:om 
Comwallis, announcmg the intention of that offi- 
cer to enter Virginia,^ and requesting Phillips to 
assume a position at Petersburg, in order to form 
a junction. The fleet m consequence again sailed 
lip the river. 

Lafayette had received the same news; and, 
aware of the importance of preventing a union, 
took his measures with great celerity to occupy 
Petersburg. But he was anticipated by PhiBips, 
who entered the town on the 9th, and made pris- 
oners of two officers, who had been sent thither 
by the Marquis to provide boats for the passage 
of Bis^ army. Defeated in this object, Lafayette 
established his camp at Wilton, a few miles below 
Richmond, on the south side of the river. 
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On the 13th the commsuid of the enemy again 
devolved on Arnold, by the death of Greneral 
Phillips. This last was an old and skilfiil offiqer, 
but he caused the inhabitants of the country, 
through which he passed, to experience to the 
full the miseries of war. His communications to 
the American commanders were couched in such 
insolent terms, that both Lafayette and Steuben 
Jnformed him, that, if his letters continued to be in 
such a spirit, all intercourse must cease. 

The proposed union of the British forces took 
place on the 20th, at Petersburg. It enters not 
into the plan of this sketch, to give any connected 
account of the very successful manoeuvres by 
which Lafayette, with inferior numbers, avoided 
evisry eflTort of Comwallis, during the summer, to 
bring him to an engagement, and yet remained 
constantly in the vicinity of the enemy, eonfining 
his operations, and protecting the country against 
his detaclied parties. In all his movements, he 
was actively supported by Steuben. 

The Baron was now so unpleasantly involved 
with the State authorities, that he ardently desired 
permission to leave this scene of action, and join 
Greene in the Carolma». Leave was actually 
granted him for this purpose ; but the invasion by 
Comwallis imperatively required his presence in 
Virginia, and he was obliged to remain. 
^ At the Point of Fork, a tongue of hud firnned 
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by the junction of the Fluvanna and Rivanna 
rivers, the head branches of the James, a State 
arsenal had been established, and a quantity of 
military stores collected. The post was guarded 
by Baron Steuben, with six hundred newly levied 
troops. Comwallis, learning his situation, de* 
spatched Simcoe against him with five hundred 
regulars. Tarleton, with iwo hundred ^nd fifty 
horse, was also ordered to proceed, to Charlottes- 
ville, and thence to join Simcoe at the Point of 
Fork. 

Thb double movement rendered Steuben^s situ- 
ation very perilous. As the British conmiander 
secured every person he met on his route, and 
advanced with great haste, the Baron received 
only exaggerated accounts of the enemy's force, 
and was induced to think only of retreat. He 
transported the stores to the south side of the 
Fluvanna, and when Simcoe appeared, on the 3d 
of June, only thirty of the rear-guard remained 
exposed, who were captured. But as the river 
was deep and unfordable, and all the boats bad 
been secured, the main object of the British was 
frustrated. 

In this state of things, Simcoe had recourse to 
stratagem. He occupied the heights opposite 
to Steuben's new station, and by displaying his 
troops to advantage, and kindling many fires duD- 
iag the iiight, mduced the Americans to believe^ 
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that die msun army, headed by Cornwallis, had 
arrived. Under this impression, the Baron broke 
up his camp in the night, and commenced a pre- 
cipitate retreat, leaving behind him a considerable 
quantity of stores. These were destroyed by a 
small detachment, who crossed the river the next 
morning in a few canoes. 

The Pennsylvania line, consisting of eight hun* 
dred men, under General Wayne, had been sent 
from the north, to assist .in the defence of Vir- 
ginia. Liafayette effected a junction with them on 
the 10th of June, and on the 16th he was joined 
by &euben with his little band. The army now 
amounted to four thousand, of whom one half 
were regulars. Yet it- was still far inferior m 
number to the Brifish, and the Marquis could only 
hang on the rear of his opponent, who was now 
retreating to the low country. 

A partial action took place near Jamestown, on 
die 6th of July, in which the enemy did not make 
the most of their advantage. Comwallis seemed to 
lose hb spirit of enterprise, and to bend hi& atten- 
tion only to establishing a strong post, which 
might serve as a convenient station for the English 
fleet* York and Gloucester^ on opposite sides of 
York river, were selected for this purpose, and 
the troops were employed in fortifying them dur- 
ing the month of-August. Lafayette encamped 
in the neighborhood, and made such disposition 
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of his strength, as to con^ne the enemy mainly 
within their works. 

The airtumn of this year was signalized by the 
march of the combined French and American 
army to Virginia, and the measures which led to 
the capitulation of Comwallb, on the 18th of 
October. In the operations before York, Baron 
Steuben had a full and honorable shave^ Wash- 
ington respected his indefatigable exertions, and 
soothed him under the disappointments he had 
suffered, by conferring upon him a command io 
the regular line. It was during the Baron's tour 
of duty in the trenches, that the negotiations for 
the surrender commenced. At the reliering hour 
the next morning, Lafayette approached with 
his division. The Baron refused to be relieved, 
•assigning, as n reason, the etiquette in Europe, 
where the officer, who receives the. overtures, re- 
msiins on his post till the capitulation is signed or 
broken. The Marquis applied to the Commander- 
m-chief ; but Steuben with his troops remained in 
the trenches, till the British flag was struck. 
Steuben was honorably noticed with other officers 
in the orders issued the day after the capitulation. 
He returned with the mam army to the north- 
ward, and continued at head-quarters till the close 
of the war, occupied in the discharge of his duties 
as inspector-general. Major North records, with 
much feeling, an incident, that occurred at thw 
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dme, and which displays the benevolence and 
warmth of feelmg, that ever marked the amiable 
eharaeter of Steuben. 

When the army left Virginia, North was ill of 
a fever, and could not be removed. On the eve 
of departure, the Baron visited him, to inform 
him, that he would be left behind, but in a country 
where he had found the door of every house open 
to the call of distress. " The instant you are 
able," said he, ^^quit this deleterious situation. 
There is my sulkey, and here," handing him a 
sbgle piece of gold, " is half what I possess in the 
world. God bless you, I can say no more." We 
hardly know whether to admire more the feeling 
evinced in such an act, or the honest gratitude, 
. which prompted the narrator of the anecdote to 
leave it on record. 

Another of his aids relates a f^ct, still more il- 
lustrative of the Baron's generous character. On 
bis passage to Virginia^ he was annoyed by the 
.wailmg of a child in the fore part of the vessel. 
He sent to know the cause, and wa? told, that it 
proceeded from a little negro boy, who had been 
purchased in New York by a southern gentleman, 
and carried away firom his parents. He instantly 
directed North to ascertain the amount of the pur- 
chase money, and actually paid it out of his own 
slender funds, and carried the boy back to the 
city. One day after his return, the gentleman 
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dined with him, and found biin in great agitatiocr^ 
With tears m his eyes, the Baron informed him, 
that the boy had been fishmg on a rock jutting into 
the River, and had unhappily fallen in, and was 
swept away by the tide. "I have been th^' 
cause of his death ^ if he had followed his own 
destiny, all wotald have been well." 

In March, 1782, Baron Stephen mtroduced to 
Washington one of his former acquamtances, the 
Count de Bieniewsky.* He was cousin-german 
to Pulaski, and had recently arrived from France, 
with the intent to imitate his relative, in oSdTiag 
bis services to Congress. 

The wildest pages of romance hardly record 
stranger incidents, than those narrated of tliis eel- 
ebrated adventurer. A Hungarian by birth, after 
becoming involved with the Emperor, and losing 
his estates in consequence^ he entered the service 
of the Poles against the Russians. This was in 
the year 1768. After distinguish'ing himself in 
conmiand by address and reckless bravery, in May 
of this year, he was dangerously wounded and 

* Thiff name was variously written by lihe Count him- ' 
self. In his autograph letters to Washington it is written 
as in the text ; but in other autograph letters, of a later 
period, it is spelled Benyowzk^, In the published me- 
moirs of his life we find it Benyowsky, A similar irreg- 
ularity occurs in the name of Pulaski. The family name 
in Poland is Ptdawsky, hot in America he wrote hiis 
name PulaskL ' 
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taken prisoner. In company with eighty other 
captives, ^e was thrown into a subterraneous pris- 
on, and the whole party were treated with such 
barbarity, that, in twenty di^s, thirty-five of their 
number perished. Remaining in prison more 
than a year, he was finally sent, with several oth- 
ers> into exile in Kamschatka. 

On their arrival, Nilow, the governor, set them 
at liberty, and, with a trifling allowance firom gov- 
ernment, they were left to build hut3 in the vicin- 
ity of .the town, and provide for themselves. The 
exiles formed themselves Into a band, chose Bien- 
iewsky for their captain, and swore' eternal fidelity 
to each other. As the Count spoke several lan- 
guages, he was finally admitted into the goveroor's 
family, to superintend the education of his three 
daughters. The youngest of these, Aphanasia, 
a beautiful girl only sixteen years of age, became 
ardently attached to him, and the mother finally 
consented to their marriage. But BienieWsky was 
not in love, and, intending to use her interest only 
in effecting ]iis escape, contrived to suspend the 
nuptials. She accidentally discovered his plot, 
and, fearful only of losing her lover, came in tears 
to entreat him not to leave hen. He contrived to 
pacify and engage bet to silence, and even to send 
him information, should the scheme reach the 
governor's ears. In a few d&ys the signal was 
sent, that Nilow bad taken the alarm. Hie iCount, 

H 
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with hh sixty associates, immediately broke into 
the town, dispersed the soldiers, and gained pos- 
session of the fort and a corvette then lying in the 
harbour. The governor was killed in the struggle. 

As the Cossacs surrounded the tow^ and 
threatened an attack, the associates hastily em<^ 
barked in the corvette, Aphanasia accompanying 
them, dressed in boy's clothes. They sailed in 
May, 1771. After a variety of adventures in the 
East Indies, the Count arrived in France the frf^ 
lowing year. He induced the French ministry to 
attempt forming a commercial establkshment on* 
the Island of Madagascar, and to appoint him as 
the governor. He remained two years on the 
island, and acquired such influence with several 
tribes of the natives, that they elected him to be 
their king. Becoming weary of his situation, he 
returned to France in 1776, and in 1782, came 
over to this country. 

Such was the person, who now, through the 
medium of Steuben, laid his proposals before C(hi- 
gress. He offered to enlist and bring from Ger- 
many a legiociary corps of four thousand men, to 
enter the service of the United States. A 8tipi>* 
lated sum was to be paid to thef Count, to cover 
the expenses of enlistment and transportation, 
another sum to be assigned as their monthly pay, 
and a tract of land to be granted, on ¥/hkh the 
officers and soldiers might settle at tfie close of 
the war. 
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The whole plan, drawn out with • great minute- 
ness, was delivered to Washington, who approved 
it, after suggesting some alterations, and it was 
then 'Submitted to a committee of Congress, who 
reported in favor of its adoption. The total ex- 
penses fell far short of what was requisite to raise 
and support an equal number of native soldiers. 
But the immediate prospect of the termination of 
the war rendered the expediency of so vast a 
project doubtfiil, and, on this ground, the govefn- 
nient finally rejected the proposals. The same 
scheme was then Isud before the Virginia legisla- 
ture, and rejected by that body for the saifle reason. 

Bieniewsky finally contracted with some mer- 
chants of Baltimore to enter into trade with the 
natives of Madagascar. They furnished him with 
a ship, in which he returned to the island, and 
was soon afterwards slain by a party of French- 
men, who destroyed bis fort, and broke up the es- 
tablishment. His wife accompanied him to Amer- 
ica, and was in Baltimore at the time of his death. 

In March, 1783, intelligence was received that 
the preliminary articles of peace had been signed, 
and the cessaticm of hostilities was proclaimed to 
the army oh the 19th of April. The attention of 
Congress of course was turned to the disbanding 
of the anny, but their first measures for this pur- 
pose caused alarm and discontent kmong the ofli- 
oerstnd men. Large arrearages of pay were due, 
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and all ccmtemplated with dismay the prospect of 
returning penniless to their homes, after they had 
wasted their fortunes, and their strength in the 
public service. 

Baron Steuben sympathized fully with the dis- 
tresses of others, when he had enough of private 
griefs to sustain. He had no home whither to 
retire ; he had sacrificed an independent income in 
£urope, and the poverty of the country, to which 
ne had devoted his services, left him no prospect 
of obtaining adequate remuneration, and but a 
slender chance, when he was no longer •needed^djs 
an officer, of securing even the means of subsis- 
tence. Yet his active benevolence constantly 
prompted him to share the little he possessed 
with others, whose necessities he deemed more 
pressing than his own. 

On the day that the officers separated^ the 
Baron's attention was directed to a Colonel Coch- 
ran, whose countenance showed marks, of deep 
distress. Steuben said what he could to comfort 
him, but with little, effect. " For myself," said 
Cochran, "I care not; I can stand it. But my 
wife, and daughters are in the gajrret of that 
wretched tavern. I know not where to. carry 
them, nor have I the means for their removal." 
"Come," was the answer, "I will pay my re- 
spects to Mrs. Cochran and your daughters, if you 
please/^ Major North says, he followed the party 
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to the loft, and that, when the Baron left the un- 
happy family, he left hope with them, and all that 
he had to give. ' 

In deference to the Baron's feelings and active 
habits^ Washington employed him to the last mo- 
ment in the service. In July of this year, he was 
recommended to Congress as a fit person to pro- 
ceed to Canada, and claim from General Haldi- 
mand, the commander of that province, the deliv- 
ery of the posts on the frbntier. The Baron was 
appointed to the office, and instructed to obtain, if 
possible, immediate possession of the fortresses ; 
and, if not, to procure assurances, that some time 
should be fixed for theii: delivery, and due notice 
given, that troops might be ready to occupy them 
on their evacuation by the English. He was fur- 
ther ordered to visit the several posts as far as 
Quebec, and to form an opinion of such as he 
should deem most expedient for the United States 
to retain and occupy. 

In conformity with these instructions, Baron 
Steilben left the army, and arrived at Chamblee 
on the 2d of August. Thence he sent forward 
his aid-de-camp to Quebec, id announce the ob- 
ject of his mission. H'aldimand was aboujt depart- . 
ing. to the- upper country, and met. Steuben at 
Sorel on the 8th of August. He informed the 
Baron, that he had no orders to evacuate the posts, 
and did not feel authoriased to enter into any negoi- 

H2 
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tiations whatever. He eyen refused a request for 
passports to visit the posts, on the same ground of 
want of orders. Steuben was therefore obliged to 
return without attabmg any of the objects of his 
mission. 

On the day that Washington resigned his com- 
mission as Commander-in-chief, be wrote to Steu- 
ben, making full acknowledgment of the valuable 
services rendered by him in the course of the war. 
As a proper testimonial of Steuben's merits in a 
military capacity, the letter is here inserted. 

^Annapolis, 23 December, 1783. 
"Mt DEAR Baron, 

^* Although I have taken firequent opportunities^ 
in public and private, of acknowledging your 
great zeal, attention, and abilities in performing 
the duties of your office ; yet I wish to make use 
of this last moment of my public life to. signify, 
in the strongest terms, my entire approbation of 
your conduct, and to express my sense of the ob 
ligations the public is under to you for your faith 
fill and meritorious ^services. 

" I beg you will be convinced, my dear Sir, 
that I should rejoice if it could ever be in my 
power 16 serve you more essentially, than by ex- 
pressions of regard and affection ; but, in the mean 
timej I am persuaded you will not be displeased 
with this farewell token of my sincere friendship 
and esteem lor you. 
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" This is the last letter I shall write; while I 
continue in the service of my country. The hour 
of my resignation is fixed at twelve to-day ; after 
which, I shall become a private citizen on the 
banks of the Potomac, where I shall ^be glad to 
embrace you, and testify the great esteem and con- 
sideration with which 

"I am, my dear Baron, &c., 

George Washington." 

General Lincoln having resigned his place at 
the head of the war department. Baron Steuben 
and General Knox were the prominent candidates 
for the office of Secretary of War. The objec- 
tion to the former, and it proved a decisive one, 
rested on the fact, that he was a foreigner ; and it 
was considered impolitic to trust sucTi an important 
station to any other than a native citizen. 

Of the personal qualifications of Baron Steuben 
for the desired office, there can be no reasonable 
doubt. In March, 1784, he submitted to Wash- 
ington a plan for establishing a Continental legion, 
and training the militia In time of peace, which 
the latter returned with his entire approval. 

" It was no unpleasing and flattering circum- 
stance to me," writes Washington in his reply, 
" to find such a coincidence of ideas as appears to 
run through your plan, and the one I had the 
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honor to lay before a committee of Congress in 
May last. Miae, however, was a hasty produc- 
tion, the consequence of a sudden call, and little 
time for arrangement; yours, of maturer thought 
and better digestion. It therefore meets ray ap- 
probation, *and has my best wishes for its success.'' 

For seven years after the close of the war, 
Baron Steuben was occupied in inefieqtual at- 
tempts to obtain from Congress the promised 
recompense for his services. Some provision was 
required for his support in the decline of life, and 
he had no other resource, than this claim on the 
justice as well as the gratitude of hb adopted 
country. His demand was confined to a limit 
approved by Washington himself; " that if a for- 
eigner gets nothing by the service, he ought not to 
lose by it."' 

We have seen, that by the agreement with 
Congress in 1777, he was entitled to a repayment 
of the money he had advanced for the voyage, 
and to an. equivalent for the income he had re- 
signed in Europe. The accumulated value at 
simple interest, of an income of five hundred and 
eighty guineas a year, which he enjoyed in Ger- 
many, and loans to the amount of two thousand 
guineas obtained from European friends- to meet 
the expenses of his voyage hither, and the defi- 
ci«K5y of his pay durbg the war, all amounted to 
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a large sum. The Baron stated it at ten thoiH 
sand guineas, which was considerably below the 
calculated amount. This sum he asked of Con- 
gress as his due, but refused to take any thing as 
a gift, ** nor would he accept of any thmg but with 
general approbation." 

. Congress nevfer expressly denied the justice of 
the claim, but their poverty at first mduced delay, 
and in succeeding sessions the affiur appeared 
stale, and was passed over with as little notice as 
possible. At one time they resolved to grant him 
seven thousand dollars in lieu of all demands. 
The Baron resented this proposal, considering it a 
virtual deniial of the exbtence of any contract, 
and an impeachment of his veracity in respect to 
the statements he had made of his situation m 
Europe. 

To put the former doubt at' rest, he obtamed 
the evidence of Dr. Witherspoon, the chairman 
of the committee with whom he conversed at 
Torktown, who confirmed the statement of Baron 
Stetiben in every particular. On the latter point, 
he collected a number of letters and papers, all 
tending to show, that he was not a needy adven- 
twer, which some had insinuated, nor yet a pen- 
sioner of France. He submitted his statement, 
and the accompanying proo&, to Mr. Jay, Mr. 
Livingston, Colopel Hamilton, and others, all of 

VOL. IX. 6 
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whom declared the evidence to be satisfactory, and 
the demand to be fully supported. Yet Congress 
exanuned the papers and did nothing. 

Nor was it till after the settlement of the Fea 
eral constitution, that the urgent recommendadcm 
erf" the President, and the exertions of Hamilton, 
procured for Steuben tardy and imperfect justice. 
On the 4th of June, 1790, Congress passed an 
act, granting to the veteran a life annuity of twen- 
ty-five hundred dollars. ^. Individual States had 
already shown their sense of Baron Steuben's ill- 
requited services by complimentary resolutions 
and gifts of land. Virginia und New Jersey had 
each given a small tract of laiKl, and the Assem- 
Uy of New York, by a vote dated May 5tb, 1786, 
made over to him one quarter of a township, 
equal to sixteen thousand acres, out of the territo^ 
ry icacently purchased from the Oneida Indian;;. 
The site selected was in the immediate vdcinity of 
Utica. 

Upon tins land Steuben caused a log house to 
be erected, which was designed as the hom^ of 
his declining years. He. had no kindred, in the 
country, and hia £unily consisted only of depend-, 
ents and fiiends, whom his various acts of kind- 
ness had caused to cling to him with all the sSEdC' 
tion of childreti for an aged parent. He distribut- 
ed nearly a tenth part of the tract to his ai^ and 
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servant, and the^rest of the land was let on easy 
terms to twenty or thirty tenants. About sixty 
acres were cleared in front of the house^ and 
afforded him wheat and nourishment for a small 
stock of cattle. 

As tlie surrounding country was thinly settled, 
a desire for society led him to pass a portion of 
each winter in the city of New York. Here he 
met his former associates, lectured his old and new 
friends on military tactics and discipline, and told 
stories of the wars. Attached to the customs of. 
his oadve land, be sometinies surprised his guests 
by dishes dressed in the true German style. At 
(me time, a gentleman y^ho dined with him re- 
members, that there was served up a magnificent 
boar's bead, boiled in wme, the Baron apologizing, 
that he had oot the kind of wine appropriate to 
the dish. 

He was never perfectly- a master of the English 
language, though he made few mistakes in speak- 
ing, except as a matter of jest. Once, when dining 
with the Commander-in-chief, Mrs. Washington 
asked him what amusements he had, now that the 
business of his o&ee was less pressing. " I read 
and play chess, my lady,'' said the Baron ; " and 
yesterday I was invited to go a fishing. It was 
nadeiBtood to be a yery fine amusement. I sat in 
the boat jtwo hours, though it was very warm, and 
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caught two fish." "Of what kind, Baron,*' 
asked the lady. "Indeed, I do not recollect per- 
fectly, but one of them was a whale." " A whale, 
Baron! in the North River!" "Yes, on, my 
word; a very fine whale, as that gentleman in- 
formed me. Did you not tell me it was a whale, 
Major ? " " An eel, Baron." " I beg your par- 
don, my lady ; but the gentleman certainly called 
it a whale. But it is of little consequence. I 
shall abandon the trade-, notwithstandmg. the fine 
amusement it afford^*" 

At his^ house near Utica, the Baron had little 
society, except fix)m the passmg visit of a stranger 
or fnend. ^ A young man, named Mulligan, whose 
literary powers and destitute situation, wljen a boy, 
had attracted his notice, resided with him, and 
read to him in his solitary hours. His favorite 
aids-de-camp. Walker and North, also spent much 
time at his house, and their affectionate attention 
continued to cheer him till the close of life. 

Hb farm and garden afibrded him dome amuse- 
ment, but it was chiefly &om a well-stored library 
that he derived relief from the weariness of a sit- 
uation, that harmonized ill with the active duties 
of his former life. 

Nor was h6 deprived of the consolations of re- 
ligion. A full belief in Christianity, and fi'equent 
perusal of the Scriptures, calmed his life«^wom 
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feelings, and prepared him to meet his end with 
composure and humble trust. 

Though the sedentary life he followed was un- 
favorable to his heahh j no failure of mind or body- 
wag apparent till November, 1794. On the 25th 
of that month, he retired in the evening to his 
chaijiber in his usual health, but was shortly after 
struck with paralysis, and partly deprived of 
speech. The nearest physician was called, though 
the case was immediately seen to be hopeless. 
He died on the 28th. 

Agreeably to former directions, his body was 
wrapped in a military cloak, ornamented with 
the star which he had always worn, and interred 
in the neighboring forest. A few neighbors, his 
servants, and the yoimg man, his late companion, 
followed his remains to the grave. 

Though the place of interment was in a thick 
wood, a public highway was laid out some years 
afterwards, which passed directly over the hal- 
lowed spot. Walker caused the body to be 
taken up, and reinterred at a little distance, where 
a monument was erected and enclosed with an iron 
paling. He also gave an adjobing lot of land as 
a site for a church, on condition that the members 
and their successors should preserve the remams 
from any future violation. 

Colonel North caused a tablet, with th^ fol- 
lowing inscription, to be placed in the Lutheran 

I 
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church in Nassau Street, New York, where the 
BaroQ used to worship) when residing in the city 

Sacred to the Memory of 

Frederic William Augustus, Baron Steuben, 

A German Knight of the Order of Fidelity, « 

Aid-de-camp to Frederic the Great, King of PruBsia, 

Major-GeQeral and Inspector-General 

In the Revolutionary war. 

Esteemed, respected, and supported by Washington, 

He gave military Skill and Discipline 

To the Citizen Soldiers, who, 

(Fulfilling the Decrees of Heaven,) 

Achieved the Independence of the United States. 

The highly polished Manners of the Baron were graced 

By the most noble Feelings of the Iteart ; 

EGf Hand, open as Day to melting Charity, 

Closed only in the Grasp of Death* 

This Memorial is inscribed by an American, 

Who had the Honor to be his Aid-de-camp, 

The Happiness to be his Friend* 

Ob. 1795.» 

Baron Steuben le^ an only brother, who resided 
at Treptow; on the Baltic, in Pomerania. He 
wrote to Washington in September, 1796, to in- 
quire respectbg the distribution of bis brother's 
fortunes In reply, he was informed, thaf , with the 
exception of the library and one thousand dollars, 

* A Buatake. The true date has been given before. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



9AB0N STXUBEN. ffl 

be^ealhed to MulHgtn^ bM certain smoJI legaoies, 
the Baron had divided his property between U^ 
two aids-de-camp. " If the fortune of Baron Steu- 
ben," added Washington, " had been as ample as 
his heart was benevolent, none of his friends would 
have been oicnitted in the disposition of his wilL" 

The cbaxact^r of Steuben is apparent in the 
simple record of his life. No great discernment 
is required to seiz^ its prominent traits, nor any 
nice touches to describe its plain and manly fea- 
tures. Educated in the school of war, the best in 
Europe before the time of Napoleon, approved 
and trusted by the great Frederic, hb services to 
bis adopted country were invaluable* By impart- 
ing discipline, he gave <x)nfid^nce to the officers 
and meb, and enabled the troc^s fh>m different 
parts of the country ih act together with upanim- 
ity and e^t. By introduciflg military habits of 
strict obedience, he suppressed tumult and dis- 
order ; and, by his. rigid system of inspection, great 
sums were saved at a time when the very exist* 
ence of the nation depended on economy in the 
army. Circumstances unfitted him for a separate 
command. Though able, perhaps, to lead regular 
troops, he could not successfully direct the opera- 
tions of militia. Bred under a monarch, whose 
slightest word was law, and accustomed to the 
ccnnplete subordination of the civil to the military 
rule, be was JGrequently brought mto unpleasant 
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coHisbD with the people and the State authorities. 
Washington at once discerned his proper station, 
and, by placing him at the head of the department 
of inspection, secured to the army the utmost ben- 
efit from his peculiar abilities. 

Warm-hearted, affectionate, genferous to the ex- 
treme, the soldiers loved him, and many officers 
regarded him with romantic attachment. Meanness 
he could not comprehend, and want of fidelity to 
engagements he abhorred. His warmth of temper 
sbmetimes involved him m difficulties; but, as he 
could not retain anger himself, others were unable 
to be permanently offended with him. He was 
prompt to acknowledge ja mistake, and eager to 
make reparation wherever it was due'. Li his 
manners he was formal, and he had high notions 
of the respect due to military rank; biit the 
fiiends, whom his active benevolence had secured, 
were never estranged even by apparent coldness 
of demeanor. His disinterested services, imper- 
fectly requited in his lifetiriie, should be the 
longer remembered^ by the people, to the estab- 
lishment of whose liberties they were devoted. 
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PREFACE, 



It has been necessary to gather materials for 
tne following sketch chiefly from old and imperfect 
histories. So many interesting personal and public 
records of Sebastian Cabot have perished, that it 
is difficult to write a connected narrative of the 
events of his life, or to exhibit, in their proper 
light, the strong and remarkable traits of his char- 
a(5ter. It is somewhat discouraging, also, to find 
so few private anecdotes, and so little account of 
hb domestic habits, which, after all, bring the man 
n^ost vividly before us. Of his youth we know 
absolutely nothing; and it is necessary to delineate 
his charat;ter, without a knowledge of the mmute 
influences under which it was formed. These 
obstacle?, however, great as they are, should not 
prevent us from doing what justice we can to a 
man, who holds so high a place in the early histo- 
ry of America, and whose unobtrusive greatness 
has been studiously overlooked ; and it is believed 
enough has been collected to interest the reader 
in his fortune, andjto lead him to respect his char- 
acter, honor his fatpe, and appreciate his hitherto 
neglected exertions. 
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I feel bound, distincdy and gratefully, to ac- 
knowledge my obligations to a volume, entitled 
" A Memoir of Sebastian Cabot" ; a work of un- 
common ability and learning, and of indefatigable 
research, without which the numerous and extra- 
ordinary errors of the old authors would probably 
have been perpetuated. This work, first publish- 
ed in London m the year 1831, was written by 
Mr. Richard Biddle, of Pennsylvania. 
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CHAPTER I. 



Cabot' i Birth and Youth. — Henry the Seventh 
grants a Patent for the Discovery of a North" 
west Passage. -^ Discovery of the American 
Continent. -— Cabot penetrates . Hudson^ s Bay* 
'^Failure of Provisions and Objections of 
his Crew. — Jtetums to England. — Second 
Patent. — Death of John Cabot. — Second 
Voyage to America. — Attempts to colonize 
Labrador. ^^ Fails to discover a Northwest 
Passage. — Dissatisfaction of Colonists. — 
His Return to England. — Injustice of Heivry 
the Seventh. — Cabot quits his Service. 

It has been the lot of the. individual^ whose 
lulventures form die subject of the following narra- 
tiFe, to receive little gratitude for important servi- 
oes.. Maby kaow little more of him, thsoi that he 
was a voyager of olden times. Of his peculiar 
firmness, enterprise, and perseverance, while mul- 
titudes have heralded the praises of less worthy 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



94 AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY. 

men^ very few have chosen to speak. England 
herself was not profuse of her favors to him wlule 
livings nor until lately has she seemed disponed to 
render justice to his memory. The inquirer is 
surprised to see how scanty are the written testi- 
monials to his official excellence and private mod- 
es^ty and worth. 

Sebastian CABdx'was bom sit Bristol^ in Eng- 
land, about the year 1477,^ and was the son 
of John Cabot, the eminent Venetito navigator; 
From his father's occasional residence abroad, has 
probably arisen the id^a that Sebastian Cabot was 
an Italian ; an error which has crept into several 
biographical compilations, but which his own tes- 
timbny explicitly refutes. "Sebastian Cabote 
tould me," says Richard Eden, «that he was 
bomfe in Bristowe, and that at four yeare ould he 
"WBS carried with hi^ father to Venice, and so re- 
tumred agayne into England with his fether, after 
certain years, whereby he was diou^t to^ have 
been borne in Venice." f Of Cabot*s ^riy years 
a meagre account has been transmitted. After 
hfe removal to Venice, at ftmr yeai^ of age, he 
probably received from bis fkther, who is de- 
scribed as a man of considerabliej aUHty in math- 
ematics and other sciences, a thorough and' 



* Campbell's Zrtvw of ihe 'Admirdiy VpL I. p. 404. 
f Decades of the New World, p. 25$. Ed. of 1555. 
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judicious education; and, besides being instracted 
with his two brothers in arithmetic, geography, 
and cosmography, he acquired while young, 
muph skill in practical navigation. 

We do not exactly know the year of his return 
to En^and. It was, however, while he was yet 
a boy; for we find him there entering with yodth- 
ful enthiisiaism into the theories and golden 
speculations, which the discoveries of Columbus 
excited througliout Europe. He was just arrived 
at manhood, when that intrepid navigator im- 
parted new life to the ^old world by his voyages 
to the western hemisphere. All Europe was 
awakened, and the family of the Cabots was 
among the warmest m insisting on further mari-' 
time adventure. There was a romance in tbe idea 
of discovering unknown realms ; the world was to 
be enlarged ; every kingdom of nature was to be 
more productive. Fancy wove around th6 success 
of Columbus numerous attractions for the inex- 
perienced and adventurous, and an enthusiasm, of 
which we can hardly conceive, pervaded all class- 
es. Cabot, aftef alluding to the feelings of his 
countrymen, ^dds, "By this fame and report, 
there increai^ed in my heart a great flame of 
desire to attempt some notable thing." No 
wonder that the future adventurer, ambitious, 
intelligent, scarcely arrived at manhood, and edu- 
cated by an experienced naVigatcnr, shoold be 
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enthusiastic in the cause. Before long the young 
seaman saw his wishes gratified. 

King Henry the Seventh, having failed to se- 
cure the services of Columbus, granted a patent, 
under date of March 5th, 1496, to John Cabot 
and his three sons, Lewis, Sebastian, and Sancius, 
authorizing them, their heirs or deputies, " to sail 
to all parts, countries, and seas of the East, of the 
West, and of the North, under our banners and 
ensigns^ with five ships, of what burden or quanti- 
ty soever they may be, and as many mariners or 
meii as they will have with them in the said ships, 
upon their own proper costs and charges, to seek 
out, discover, and find whatsoever isles, countries, 
regions, or provinces of the heathen and infidels, 
whatsoever they may be, and in what part of the 
world soever they be, which before this time have 
been unknown to all Christians." * In accordance 
with this patent, immediate preparations were 
made to discover the Northwest passage to India ; 
the first important enterprise in which Sebastian 
took part. 

It . has been a much controverted question, 
whether John Cabot was not himself the principal 
in, and consequently entitled to the credit of, this 
expedition. For many years it -was supposed that 
he was ; although some writers warpaly contended^ 

^HaKlHyl^ Vtyt^ <md XHacoteriea^ Vol. IIL p. 6. 
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and one has lately proved,* that the voyage was 
chiefly forwarded by his son Sebastian. The 
problem is not a difficult one. Henry the Seventh 
was notoriously thrifty ; he had granted a liberal 
patent, and he naturally secured his stipulated 
share, namely, one fifth of the profits, by imposing 
liabilities on the' wealthy Venetian merchant. Se 
bastian was little more than seventeen years of 
age, and the King chose that the patent should be 
dignified by the name of an elder man. More- 
over the father " fdlowed the trade of marchan- 
dises," and would gladly facilitate by a short cut, 
as was their expectation, the commerce of the 
East. 

The resources of John Cabot, the royal dona- 
Uons, and the pride and ambition of all parties, 
assisted the project, until, in the spring of 1497, 
every obstacle havbg been removed, the expedi- 
tion sailed fi;om Bristol under the guidance of its 
youthful commander. The father accompanied 
his son, but only, it is probable, to give occasional 
advice, and to superintend the mercantile proceed- 
ings. Even at the early date of this voyage, a 
trade was established between Iceland and Bristol; 
not only, therefore, for the sake of trade, but to 
recruit the spirit of the crews, which an untried 
and hazardous voyage might otherwise depress, 

* Memoir of Sebastian Caboti p. 49. 
VOL. IX. 7 K 
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they laid their course toward Iceland. Minute 
accounts of this enterprise are not in existence ; 
but sufficient remains to show the firmness and m- 
lelligence, which marked then and afterwards the 
character of Cabot. 

After a considerable delay at Iceland, the party, 
partaking in some degree of their young leader's 
enthusiasm, began their voyage through the west- 
em seas. "They sailed happily," we are told, 
" confident of finding the Ipng-desired Northwest 
passage to India, till the 24th of June, ,1497," 
when an unexpected wonder was revealed.* About 
five o'clock in the morning, the observers from the 
leading ships were surprised at the discovery of 
land, which, on a nearer approach, was found con- 
siderably' extended. Cabot's ?imple account of 
this momentous discovery is amusing. He hoped 
to make his way immediately to India, " but, af- 
ter certayne dayes," said he, "I fouixd that the 
land ranne towards the north, which was to mee a 
great displeasure." However great a displeasure 
to the young navigator, he had discovered the 
American continent. The land seen was thei 
coast, together with an island off the coast, of 
Labrador; the latter received the ntjne x>{ St. 
John's' Island, from the ^ay on which it was dis- 
covered, and is described as "full of white beard, 

♦Halduyt,VoLni.p.a 
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and stagges far greater than the English." * Co- 
lumbus had discovered and taken possession of 
islands in the New World, but it was reserved for 
Cabot to obtain the first ^ght of the continent 
We here perceive the straight-forward energy of 
the young navigator; he did not forget, as many 
would have done, the object of his voyage. Al- 
though his men were attracted by the unexpected 
continent, he remembered his obligation .to open 
the India passage, and, there is reason to think, 
penetrated farther north than tp the sixty-seventh 
degree, in the accompHshment, as he hoped, of 
his design. 

The bay, since balled Hudson's Bay, appeared 
to Cahot to be the passage he was seekmg. With 
something like triumph he left his course on the 
ocean ; the extensive sheet of water before him 
^confirmed bis opinion, and for several days he 
went forward confident of success. As he was 
urging on with no less enthusiasm than when he 
left Bristol, discontent was manifested on the part 
of his crew. He reasoned with them, encouraged, 
and commanded; but they wanted his youthiiil 
confidence; their voyage had been long and 
dangerous'; their provisions were nearly exhaust 
ed; they were going they knew not whither; 
and they insisted on returning to England. He 

*Iives of the Adikiir&lB, VoL I. p. 338. 
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had sufficient self-command and policy hot to 
contend with these repining mariners ; he mildly, 
promised to comply with their demands. Retrac- 
ing his steps with philosophical coolness, and 
relinquishing his project, he soon regained the^ 
Atlantic. After coasting to the southward, he left 
the continent he had discovered, and returned to 
his native country. 

If Sebastian Cabot had been a vain man, he 
might have boasted, on his return, of what he 
had succeeded in accomplishing.. Such, how- 
ever, does not seem to have been his character, 
and we find him making immediate exertions for 
a second expedition. His arguments in favor of 
the first voyage had been laughed at ; he was ac-\ 
cused of being visionary ; when age should teach 
him wisdom, the cautious said, he would be content 
to stay at home. His fortunes now wore a diflfer- 
ent aspect ; in his search for the India passage, he- 
had set .eyes on the New World ; hb plans, aftep 
all, were not quite so visionary, and the most in- 
credulous allowed that one so enterprising, and for- 
tunate should make another attempt. 

A second patent, bearing date February 3d, 
1498, wasgranted by Henry the Seventh. It stood 
in the name of Jphn Cabot and his deputies, Se- 
bastian being still a young man, and it allowed 
them ^' six English shippes, so that and if the said 
shippes be of the bourdeya d* two hundred tomies 
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or under, with their apparail requbite and neces- 
sarie for the safe conduct of* the said shippes." * 
They were further instructed to pursue their origi- 
nal discoveries. These second letters show less 
of the thrifty spirit which Heni^y before displayed. 
The result of the former voyage had wanned the 
King into something like liberality. 

Shortly after the date of this patent, John 
Cabot died^ and Sebastian determined to prose- 
cute alone the voyage, of which he had ever, in 
reality, the direction. Aside firom his adventurous 
spirit, the heavy expenses of the first voyage 
had been requited only by his claims in the 
new country. Neither was he ready to relin- 
quish what^ he had so hardly won, now that 
public favor was on his side. What the royal 
interest was in this second expedition, it is impos- 
sible to state ; it^ extended, however, to one or 
two ships, and a considerable amount of funds. 
" Divers . merchants of .London also adventured 
small stocks," induced, as niankind are in every age 
and country, by the jiovelty of the project. Trust- 
ing that the India passage would still be ascertain- 
ed, or that the new country might be a profitable 
rmaiket, tnercantile adventurers exerted themselves 
to freight several small vessds, which, as part of 
Cabot's fleet, sailed from Bristol in 1^98. 

•This interesting document has lately been discov- 
ered by the indefatigable author of the " Memoir of Se- 
bastian Cabot," by whom it was first given to the world. 

K2 
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But for the grossest neglect, we might have 
learned the particulars of these memorable voyages 
fix)m Cabot himself. A series of his papers, with 
suitable maps, descriptive of these adventures, was 
left nearly ready for publication. Carelessness, 
however, suffered them to be mislaid, and now 
lime has hidden them for ever. How delightful as 
well as remarkable was the modesty, which made 
no boast of such achievements ; Committing merit 
to the keeping of a few hasty manuscripts, and 
the gratitude of posterity ; that gratitude, which 
has suffered such a man to be forgotten, because 
he forbore to proclaim his own praises. 

The particulars of Cabot's second expedition to 
the American <5ontinent are very scanty. His 
patience and daring do not seem to have met with 
succesS;. Besides searching for the desirable route 
to the East, his object was doubtless to colonize 
the new region, for which purpose he took with 
him three hundred men. Before long Tie once 
more saw with delight the shores of the New 
World. With characteristic promptitude he ef- 
fected a landing on the coast' of Labrador, and 
instructed a portion of his men to examine the 
country, with a view to colonization, while he sailed 
farther to seek the passage. His course is uncer- 
tam, and not very important, since his mtentions 
were defeated. • 

During Cabot's absence, his crew upon the land 
suffered, it is supposed, with extreme cold, al- 
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though in the middle of July. " The dayes were 
very longe, and in manner without nyght." The 
territory was a wilderness, and provisions were un- 
attamable; ill a word, they missed their usual 
English comforts, and gave way to despondency. 
Several excursions for exploring the country wer^ 
attempte4; but the resolution, which the conduct 
and commands of their young leader had inspired, 
was gone, and they were naturally enough dispir- 
ited, by the loss of Companions and fnends, who 
daily perished under the severity of the climate. 
Cabot, not finding what he sought, returned to 
Labrador ; but hiow was the vexation of his other 
disappointments increased on learnmg the condi- 
tion of his colonists ! Not only had they taken 
no steps toward a settlement, but absolutely re- 
fused to remain longer on the coast. They com- 
plained of exposure to a co)d climate, and, with a 
dbregard to previous engagements and all manly 
discipline, insisted on being removed. 

Cabot yielded to the demands of his crew, and 
having laid his coarse to the south as far as QvLfe 
FlcNida, he recrossed the Adantio. His reception 
in England was calculated to hurtThis pride, and 
it accounts for the blank at this period in his 
publb life. Let us see how his nation repaid the 
discoverer of the American continent.* 

* I amaware, that at so late a day it seems presomptiH 
oas to deny that Coiumbus was the ^Bscoverer of ikmer- 
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Henry the Seventh was one of the most penuri- 
ous moqarchs ever seated on the throne of Eng- 
land ; avarice was with him almost a disease, and so 
far from excelling, he fell far short of many of his 
subjects in liberality. Such was the king, who, it 
will b^ remembered, was considerably interested in 
Cabot's pecuniary success. When the navigator re- 
turned without having opened the new way to the 
Iu3^uries of India, or having colonized the lately 
discovered territory, disappointinent was manifested 
both by the King and private individuals. And^as 
the Cornish rebellion was demanding the royal at- 
tention, and the novelty of the voyages had worn 
away, Cabot met with coldness^ and neglect. The 
King's method of revenging a miscarriage^ which 
no one could have prevented, convinces us that 
his disease, as' has been said, '^ had now reached 
his moral sense." ^ ' 

The second letters patent empowered John 
Cabot and his deputies ^ with no mention of heirs ; 

ica; cen&inly, jMresumptuous, despite the theories cod- 
ceming the Northmen and others, to assert that. Cabot 
first discovered it. That he is entitled to priority of 
claim to Columbus, in discovering the continent^ will 
appear from a comparison pf dates. Cabot's discovery 
was made June 24th, 1497. Columbus discovered the 
continent on his third voyage, which commenced May 
30th, 1498 ; and Amerigo Vespucci did not leave Spain 
until May 20th, 1499. Cabot was, therefore, nearly one 
year m advance of Columbus, and nearly two in advance 
of Amerigo Vespucci 
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SO that in strictness the privilege expired at his 
death, and Sebastian, in acting under this grant, 
might possibly have violated his powers. ,0f this 
quibble, \he magnanimous monarch availed him 
self to rescind the privileges of the first patent, in 
which his name actually appeared. 

Cabot felt deeply the royal injustice, and al- 
though his means were limited, he had no idea of 
depending on a disappointed and mean-spirited 
sovereign. If Henry, like Ferdinand of Spain in 
hb treatment of Columbus, could slight a man to 
whom' the world was indebted, the poor mariner 
* could djd himself of a monarch whose patronage 
was limited by hope of pecumary compensation. 
In the year 1499, he again asked royal assistance ; 
but, meeting with "noe greate or favourable en- 
tertainment,", he furnished out of his own means 
the suitable vessels, and, setting forth firom Bristol, 
"made great discoveries.'* 

For fifteen years he scarcely returned to Eng- 
land; at' least, he took no p^ in any. of her 
naval expeditbns. We hear of him at one period 
at Maracaibo. That bis spirit of adventure could 
be suddenly checked, is not probable ; and per- 
haps, besides extending his reputation abroad, he 
was perfecting his naval education. Columbus 
had now made his second and third voyages, and 
had thereby gained the fame of having discovered 
America. Other adventurers, too, who but fol- 
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lowed the steps of predecessors, were honored as 
public benefactors, while not one 1^ bay, cape, or 
headland" in the new country recalled by it^ 
name the memory of Cabot. With these reflec- 
tions were nearly fifteen years of his life embit- 
tered. He no more proffered his services to a 
monarch who had slighted them, and in the year 
1512, we find him in the employ of the Spanish 
government. 
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CHAPTER n. 

Henry the Eighth. — Ferdinand of Spain in- 
vites Cabot to- his Service* — Cabot stationed 
at Seville. -^ Council of the Indies. — Death 

, of Ferdinand. -^ Cabot returns to England.^ 
Expedition qf 1517. — Sir Thomas Pert the 
Cause pf its Failure. — Cabot recalled^ to 
..Spain by .Charles the Fifth, r^ Appointed 
Filot'Major of Spain, — Expedition to the 
Moluccas. — Council of Badajos. — Jealousy 
of the Portuguese. — Diego Garcia. -^ Mar" 
tin Mendez. — The Brothers Rojas. 

The. loss of the documents before alluded to 
cannot be too much kraented. Without them, it 
' must be confessed, the fifteen years previous to 
Cabot's appearance in Spain are poorly accounted 
for. ' A blank occurs, which these annals, written 
when his spirits were buoyant,, and his mind 
active, would doubtless fill up.** 

^That such papers were once accessible, may be in« 
ferred firom the following passage in Hakluyt, which 
stands as the heading to Cabot's description of St John's 
island, -^^^ An extract taken out of the map of Sebastian 
Cabot, cut by Oement Adams, concerning his discovery 
of the West Indies, which is to be seene in her Majes- 
ties privie gallerie at Westminster} atui tit manjf dktr 
anamt merchants^ htmses.^ 
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King Henry the Seventh died in the year 
1509, during Cabot's absence ; and upon the ac* 
cession of his son it became probable that the 
covetousuess of the father would be in some 
measure atoned for, and that Cabot would be 
reinstated in the naval service. JHenry the 
Eighth, only eighteen years of age when he as ■ 
cended the throne, had an " active and fiery 
spirit,'* which had been hitherto directed toward 
the attainment of a superior educatiob. His opin 
ion of his own talents, and his ambition, were 
considerable, and he made free with the hoarded 
treasure of his father in encouraging projects of 
public utility. Such a monarch, particularly ^ 
the events of the last ten years had raised Cabot's 
origmal discoveries in the general estimation, was 
likely to retrieve the errors of his^ predecessor. 

In this state x>f affiurs, Ferdinand of Spain de- 
teitnined to anticipate the movements of Henry, 
by attaching Cabot to his service. Anderigo 
Vespucci '^ having lately died, an opening in the 
naval department seemed to ofier itself. Accord 
ingly, while Henry was engaged in continental 
discussions, Ferdinand addressed a letter to Lord 
Willoughby, Captain-general of England, re 
questing him to forward his designs by sending 
Cabot to Spain ; a direction which was complied 
with aa the 13th of September, 1512. The 
king of Spain, with a very sudden desire to be 
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ftoosidered a patron of science, made greal ^xax^ 
tioos to extend maritime discoveries. On CaboC's 
amval in bis kingdom, he gave him the tkle of 
his Captain, and stationed him at. Seville with a 
liberal allowance, uid at first, as it would appear, 
with DO definite duties. Ferdinand seoms to 
have wished to st(me for his treatment in England, 
•od to h^ve been aware that no one coul<I afibrd 
more valuable tnformatioa concerning the North- 
west passage, and the coast of Labrador. 

In 1515, Cabot was emplojred, with several of 
the best cosmo^phers K)f the age, on Ferdi- 
nand's favorite project, a geneiral revision of laaps 
and charts. During the same year he ¥ra$. hon- 
ored by being chosen a memb^ of the Couneil 
of the Indies, a iact whicb, conskleritig his age 
and nativity, shows hun to have been in high ft* 
Tor at court. These duties were probaUy wdl 
performed, ^nce, when Ferdintuid set on foot 
an expedition to sail the following year iu search 
o[ the India passage, he complimented Cabot so 
highly as to gjive him the command. This ad- 
vancement is doubtless as mucb atliihutaUe to 
Ferdinand's rivahy with Henry, |ys Id the talents 
of the navigator* An andbitious lung easily over- 
looks the faults of a favorite. W^ come now to 
one of the sudden changes, which it wt^ SebaA: 
tian Cabot's fortime often to expertenoe. 

The new expedition was in constdeftUe for- 

L 
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wardneas, when^ unluckily lot iam, Ferc£nand 
died 00 the 23d of January, 1516. All prepa- 
rations were checked^ public well-wisbers and 
ambitious . speculators were disappointed , but 
Cabot had more cause than any other to regret 
the loss of his patron. Charles the Fifth, who 
was to be the successor, had lately been acknowl- 
edged Emperor in the Netherlands, and remained 
some time in Brussels before assuming the Span- 
ish crown; a period pf diss^ision and much 
confusion among the Spitniartis, who, by means 
of his minister Chi^vres, employed every in- 
triguing art to find &vor with the young soyereign* 

Ferdinand!s kindness to Cabot had incensed his 
jealous subjects; they were ^ indignant, that the 
King should have raised a foreigner to his confi- 
dence, and avuled themselves of his death to 
manifest their resentnfient. - They msinuated that 
the voyage of 1496 had accomplished nothing, 
that Cabot was a foreign impostor, and that under 
their new king afisurs should take a different tuhi. 
Cardinal Ximenes was too aged to govern with 
severity during the interregnum, and when Charles 
arrived m Spam, at only sixteen years pf age, 
intriguers and misrepresenters haid given an undue 
bias to his mind. Even Fonseca, the notorious 
calumniator of Columbus, was in office. 

Cabot could catch no glimmer of hope in aH 
Hbk darkness ; and, that he might avoid undeserv- 
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.ed obloquy, he returned once mori. 
We may remark here his determination 
ly adhered to, of being independent of . 
If he perceived that he wks not needed, ht 
his kmg's employment; otherwise, he ccmsidert, 
his services an equivalent for the favors received* 
His strong common sense, which generally ex« 
oeeded his mtellectual powers, prevented his 
considering a well-founded enterprise de^rate 
because of a few untoward ^tecidents ; and he re- 
lied on his own honest intentions in withstanding 
envy or malice^ 

After a short residence in England, our naviga<* 
tor succeeded in fitting out the expeifidon which 
the death of Ferdmand had delayed. Henry the 
Eighth^ prdbably not displeased at his return, 
'^ fiimjshed certen sbippes " and some funds, and 
appointed one Sir Thomas Pert first m command 
under Cabot,^whose weakness/ as we shall see, 
rendered the affiur a Mure. They ssuled from 
England in 1517. Concerhmg their exact des- 
tination many disputes have arisen. Several his- 
torians say, that they went on a trading voyage 
to the Spanish settlements in the West Indies; 
but these accounts are so confused, that we find 
them at one time off the coast of Labrador, and 
shortly after as far south as Cape Florida. The 
pobt is interestbg, because, if Cabot really und^r^ 
took » trading voyage, he must have relinquiahedi 
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^ a mom«it c^ pique, his hopes of cBsoov^rmg 
A» Northwest passage. But the &ct is others 
y^ke. The trading voyaga, which, by a confiseion 
of dates, is assigned to 1517, actually took place 
ten years after, in 1527. So that Cabot was 
nrither so inconastent, nor so^ngratefiil to the 
memory of his late patron, as to »|terfere with a 
trade to Which the Spanish government hid an 
esdusive claim. 

• Contemporary and subsequent accounts repre- 
sent Sir Thomas, Pert as totally unfit to be secbnd 
in command in such an expedition. His coward* 
ioe was suffidcnt to render his commander's en- 
argy ioeffecttnL They penetrated to about the 
sixty-seventh degree of north kftitude, and, ent^« 
ing Hudson's Bay, gave En^ish names to various 
places m the vicimty, wboi, as previously, .doubts 
ti( success arose among the crew* The~^ severity 
(pf the clijoiate, and many privatk)ns,"increased their 
Aagerhess to return ; whBe Pert, a man W high 
command and influence, fitvored their remonstran* 
oes. Under such circumstanees it was impossSdd 
to quell the matkiy by fixtse ; aiod, the pilots bemg 
unable to convince ,tbe /und^standiogs of the 
erew; Cabot turned homeward. Ahhoogh hs 
bad confessecSy feiied, he must have gaided credit 
in England by his resolution, while Sir Thomas 
seems to have been recognised i» the cause of 
the nnseamage. <' His feint beart/^ says Eden, 
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^tffis the cftose that the Tojrage took noM 
effect."* 

Nekber tfae mMrebrnts interested b the hte 
vnfiortuiiate expedition, nor the King, who was 
now engaged on the continent, were disposed to 
r^dew «i Attempt to discover the long-desired 
passage. Moseover, a frightful disease, f known 
as tfae Sweating Sickness^ prevailed in England 
io 1517, and {prevented the nation from thinking 
of an expensive and unpromismg enterprise. For- 
tiumt^ly (or Cabot, the affidrs c^ Spain were in a 
better condition. Soon after his accession, Charles 
^ Fifth, examining into die unsettled expedition 
d 1516, was surprised at the sudden disappear- 
ance of Cabgt. He afaready "knew something of 
his character, and the state records bore ample 
testimony of FerdinatidV high regard fyr him. 
These facts sufficiently exposed the jealousy and 
intrigues of the Spaniards ; and Charles, anxious 
to atone (at past injustice, appointed Cabot, in 
151$, to the honorable office of Pilot-Major of 



* It has been a question whether this was not the ^brst 
entrance into ^Hudson's Bay, and whether the latitude 
of sixty-seven was reached in 1497. A^ these questions 
have little interest ^ the general reader, I omit any 
fiiitiier ^iscuaBkn of them. l%ey are treated at length 
in the ** Memoir of Cabot*" Chapter zisr* 

t Memoir of Cabot^p.l2Q. 

VOL. IX. 8 L 2 
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Spttio.* Thif faror was omfinned wbea die 
Emperor visited ELn^nd, in 1520. 

Cabot's duties now became numefoos and 
bigblf responsible. Public opinion indined to a 
Southern expedition. ^^What need hare we," 
said Peter Martyr, .the historian, ^'of these things, 
which are common with all Uie people of Europe? 
To the South! to the South I They that sedc 
for riches must not go to the cold and fios^i 
North." 

Attention was gradually directed to the Moluc- 
cas, and the other islands in the same latitude; 
and Cabot advised a voyage thither through the 
Straits of Magellan, then recently discovered. But, 
before the project was matured, he was brought 
conspicuoudy before the public. Portugal, hav- 
mg hitherto by the old route engcpssed tlie trade 
of the Molucops, remonstrated strcmgly against 
these movements in Spain, and contended, that, 
by the grants of the papal bull, the said islands fell 
within her limits, Spain laid an opposing claim ; 
and, in order to a settlement, the Emperor or- 
dained, that a solemn council should be held at- 
Badajos in the year 1524. At the head of a list of 
persons summoned for consultation, and of course 
of the highest repute in the nautical profession, if 
the name of Cabot. After more than a mcmth's 

* Henrera, Pec. IL li|>. iii. cap. 7. 
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session, the couf&cil declared, on the 31st of May, 
that the klands feU, by at legst twenty degrees,- 
within the Spanish limits. The Portuguese rep- 
resentatives retired, much chagrmed, and uttered 
blind threats of maintaining their .pretensions by 
force. We shall hereafter see bow they vented 
their dissatisfaction. 

Tl^e important decision being made known, a 
Company was formed for the prosecution pf the 
Molucca tr^de, of which, having received permis- 
sion from the Council of the Indies, Cajbot ac- 
cepted the command. He, gave bonds for the 
faithful performance of ms duty, and by the arti- 
cles of agreement, executed at Madrid in 1525, 
three ships and one hundred and fifty men were 
to be provided by the iknperor, and the Compa- 
ny were to supply all funds for commercial pur- 
poses. Four thousand ducs^ts, and a share of the 
profits, were guarantied to the Emperor. In this 
enterprise Cabot received th^ title, of Captam- 
general, and the month of August, 1525, was 
fixed upon for their departure. Numerous cir- 
cumstances, however, were combined to cause 
delay. . 

When the Portuguese found their threats had 
no effect on Charles the Fifth, they resorted to 
more courteous remonstrances. Their young king 
insisted, that an invasion of his ttionopoly would 
be the ruin of his kmgdom, fix>m which the con- 
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sanguiDhy of the parties, as well as their eonnex- 
km by marriage (he having obtained the hand of 
the Emperor's sister), should secure him. To this 
<3harles replied, that, however much he might re- 
gard domestic ties, he could not reasonably be 
expected to relinqubh an enterprise, the right to 
which lay entu*ely on his side. Incensed by this 
refusal, the king ot Portugal took secret measures 
to thwart his rival's hopes; employing, as the 
sequel renders probable, a worthless man, named 
Diego Garcia. This person, who could proba- 
bly be induced by pay tg any villany, prepared 
with great secrecy a squadron of three vessels, 
solely, we must believe, to embarrass Cabot's 
movements*- We shall meet him at a more 
advanced stage of the enterprise. 

Meantime many delays occurred at home to 
try the patience of our navigator* On6 set of 
men harassed him exceedingly by superintending, 
in the capacity of agents, the naval arrangeihents. 
In almost every point they were at variance. He 
wished to appoint his 6wn lieutenant-general, and 
nominated one De Rufis, a trust-worthy friend, to 
that oiBce. The deputies pretended to be pro- 
voked at his obstinacy, and committed the trust to 
one Martin Mendez, late an officer under Magel- 
lan. Whether Cabot was unjustly prejudiced 
against this man, wfeich is quite possible, or not, it 
is evident that no unanimity could exist between 
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wmk officMs ; nor would CtiM eonsent to the ap^ 
poiDtiBfiiil, tntfH a written pronise kad been girea, 
that Mendcs dMmkl act <udj oaifer Ua dureetioos or 
in bk absttioe. Instead of lookk^i dieiefbffe, lot 
ooooael and iaeadifaip ID die Uj&iitenaiiti the oap- 
tab eould <miy bope that he would not opedy 
epppaahh orders. 

Two faiotbeffs, of Spanb extmetion, named 
liigud de Rcgas and Fsaaeisoo de Rojas, who 
a fter w ar d i niade Aemaelves conspieooHs, were 
abo attached to die espedition. The formorwaa 
M man of oonnderable valor uid nantieal sk^ die 
haier the oemm under c£ one of Ae ships, liM 
VMnidady and both of them zealous adhereats d 
Martin Mende^. 

Finally, to complete this dangerous outfit, the 
unprecedented step was taken of fiunishing each 
ship with sealed ordetSf which were to be opened 
as soon as they were fairly embarked. These, 
which were probably given without Cabot's knowl« 
edge, contained the provision, that, in case of his 
death, the chief command should devolve on one 
of eleven persons therdn nominated, and, in case 
of their death, cm him chosen by the general 
vote, provided that, on an equality of votes, the 
candidates should cast lots. This was indeed a 
most mgenious ^^ premium to disafl^tion," and, 
if these facts were known to him, Cabot was to 
Uame for sailing at such odds. Perhaps, bow- 
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er^Tf ds he had haggled so long with the ciq^tiotti 
deputies, he was unwilUng to raise new objections. 
' Under these inauspicious circumstances the ^x 
pedition sailed at length in'the beginning of April. 
Id36. A temptation, as we have seen, was before 
every bdividual to strive after the supreme power* 
That its devolving oa some of the inferiors was 
thought possible' in Spain, the sealed orders plainly 
showed ; and we cannot mark the comnmaoement 
of such a voyage without more dian (Hie'^misgiv- 
ing as to its success ; without a fear lest the com« 
mander's energy may fail, m time of need,, to 
calm those stormy elements of disa&c&m and 
treachery. 
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CHAPTER m. 

Cabot BoSU to the Canaries^ and Ikenct to tht 
' Cape 4e Verds. — Disaffection of Mendez 
'•and the Rqjas. — Mktiny. — Cabot etiters tJi€ 
Biver La Plata. — Annoyed by the Natives. 
--^Eniers the Parana and the Paraguay. — 
Three Spaniards seized^ and a violent Contest 
ensues. — The Party harassed by Diego Oar^ 
day who (^ertakes Cabot at Santa Aikiy and 
claifns - the Right of Discovery. — Cabot re» 
sists. — Garcia leaffes the Country. — CcAot 
sends a Messer^er to Spain^ and determines 
to conquer Peru. — The Emperor^s pecuniary 
EmbarrassmentSy when he receives the Report. 

— Cabot explores the La' Plata. — "Quarrel 
between the FoHowers of Cabot and Garcia. 

— Capture of Sanctus Spiritus. — 2%e Ad- 
venturers return to Spain. 

No ODS would have been surprised, had the 
smothered flame of mutivy, which every arrange- 
metit must have tended to cherish, broken out the 
very day of leaving the shore. That event was 
reserved finr a latcft period. The testimony of 
- perscHial friends, as well as his public life, gives us 
a high ideaof Cabot's eentlen^ss of character. His 
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compankms always speak of him mih affection, and 
few instances cf his hardness or severity are re- 
corded. Of jSniuMSs, ki tkne of danger, we shall 
see he was not destitute. His amlntion was in- 
^dfed.for di0 piiUic good. Had he b«c» saora 
miiwliit of JMfiwrifj be woild have esc^>ed wapy 
diw ipp c ia teieate, and enjc^ed more rwK>\^. 

lie first Mledto die Canaries,'^ and theaee to 
the Cafe de V&A Iabsd% toucbiiig at both, it is 
pnbdble, toieplenUi the. sloek ot tm>fisioiis, and 
cenmitliBg no such ontrages «s his enemies have 
raffesanted. Tke Islaaotdeis were umfomdy kind 
to kim^ aad injury ki return would have been un- 
nflBoiBSsary and imfM^itio. Ccqpe St. Augustine was' 
tkrir next steff>iQf*f)lace, iirom wlfidb they laid 
their cowse to the south. But the voyage was not 
thnt fiuraGoan^pUilted without trouble ; for the three 
se^rol tmtors were oMich ebn&rmed.by the extra- 
OMfaNHry amngeomits of the deputies to provHie 
fcMT tiie Captunt-gcneftl's loeongthe coiSQiaQd. 

Cunnmg men in power may ali^rsys iaai causes 
of dissatbfaction ; and Martm Mendez and the 
bMlidif Elojas soca began to com[^un, that Cabot 
did Bot strive to attay the ifii^iites whieli had .ariaea 
at Serille. Hiey tried to convinoe the sailors, 
that he bad laid b no a)(fe<|ttate store of provisic»is, 
or, at any^tale, that he secreted them in his owa 

• Lives of the Admnral^ Yd. L II. 40iL 
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'iwssel ima general distributbiu Mendez derired 
his par&aiis, if they were true men, to withstand 
opjireBsioB, and depose a tyrant in fiivor of honest 
officers^ The pfauns of revolt were ori^nated and 
maturad J^ these reckless marin^B in utter se- 
crecy* At length the time came, which wm 
i^reed on fer active resistance. ^ . 

As die squadron was running down die coast 
of Bk^i^, these men became openly insolent in 
Uammg the mofements of their commander^ ex-^ 
honing the ctews^ who naturally partocA of the 
excitement, to avail themsetres promptly of die 
privileges of the seited orders. Cabot's shuatioil 
was a ditioal one; but two ci his caantrymeii 
wiare in llier ^ipeditibn, Kid he beard all around 
ban kmiluations (rf Ibieign usurpation, and that be 
was rais e d by fiivor to govern a people whom he 
had never maitecially served. As bis three Ug^ieBC 
otStcGts woie inimical, he saw thait he must rely 
solely on himssKl The bad which niBied aroinid 
Ifeikden, he was wett evrare, hoped to intimidi^ 
Mm by numbers, and were not prepared for de- 
cisive redstance; accordb^, wi^out the scrapke 
of a wedcftr man, and widi no aHempt at a com- 
promise, he ordered Martin Mendea and Miguel 
and Frnfockco de Rqjas to be 8eiaed,^tddng the 
laitter from his ship widiout ceremony,) and, {facing 
them wkh two fes&ftd seamen in an open boat, 
be put tbeaa^onehckreal the nearest isisMl. Tine 

M 
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degrading treatment of men so lately ^ocying in 
their superiority was never forgotten; and yean 
afterward we find them employmg their malice 
agabst their energetic commander. 

The measure was entirely successfiil in quellmg 
fitfther mutiny. But as the Captain-general had 
lost his highest officers, he felt unaudiorized, widi- 
out special pennission, to prosecute the original 
enterprise, and, as the best exp^ent, directed his 
course to the mouth of the La Plata. It is prob- 
aUe, that he intended to make this river taerely a 
temporary stopfHng-place. It proved, however, 
the scene of much wild adventure. In fact, we 
have now reached die most romantic period in 
Cabot's life. In addition to being deprived of his 
officers, he lost one of his vessels by shipwreck, 
which deterred him altogether fix>m prosecuting 
the voyage. He resolved, with his usual activity 
of mind, to renew the attempt to explore the^La 
Plata; in making' which, his predecessor in the 
office of Pik)t-Major, Diego de Solis, had perished. 
This course, under existing circumstances, was 
probably the best; certainly he was right in wait- 
ing further commands fixim the Emperor. Tlie 
next five years did much to unfi>ld his character, 
prove his skill, and mature his^ judgment. His 
predecesscMT, it must be remembered, with a body 
of fifty men, had been mhumaidy butchered, and 
lictually devoured, by the pec^le among vfhom he 
was thrown. 
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Cabot sailed boldly up the river, 6om wtiich 
modem navigating skill has not yet removed the 
dangers, as far as the small island afterwards called 
St. Gabriel, just oflf the city of Buenos Ayres. 
Near this is the island called after Martin Grar- 
cia, pilot of the unfortunate Solis, and one of the 
few who escaped the voracity of the savages. He 
afterwards died and was buried m the plaice ^ere 
Diego was destroyed. 

But thb melancholy spot was not necessary to 
remind our adventurer of the hc^ility of the 
natives ; for their very first landing at St. Gabriel 
was stoudy resisted. His courage, however, pre- 
vailed; and, obtainbg a suitable ground for anchor- 
ing his vessels, the captain- with most of his crew 
proceeded to further discovery iki boats. Seven 
leagues ftuther up, he found the port which he 
named St. Salvador,^ situated on an island just 
where the La Plata changes into the Parand, and 
nearly opposite the mouth of the Uruguay. Here 
the inhabitants likewise annoyed the Spaniards by 
kiUiDg two of th^ir number; declaring, however, 
that to make a. meal of them was nqf their inten- 
tion, sinee the party of Solis had given them suf-* 
fident (qyportunity to taste the flesh of soldiers. 

St. Salvador poved an excdlent harbor, and 
die ships were left there with a guard under 

- a , 

* Memoir of CabQt, p. 150. 
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JuftMuo oo Gnjraft* Bbantniw Cdbol prepsiBd 
aereral boats aod a small caravel, and pioceeded 
op tbs Paeans. Some miles higher op, he efect* 
ed the fort still seen on the maps as Saoctus Spir- 
itus, findiag the ndialMtaiits fer the first timie Terf 
mtBlIigent, aad, accordbg to Herrera, ''a good, 
ra&nal people." Ahixmgh our v^agor's party, 
at fim BOl numefovs, was gready dnuusfaed by 
defection and mortality, his hopes do not se^n to 
have beea weakened for a mbment. He enooor- 
aged tbe aTarieious by hopes of gain, aad pcxnteS' 
out to the weaty the wonderfbl novelties of tlm 
oountry tiufough wUefa tbey wore pasang« Bfs* 
sides, tiie natives were cfaily attracted .from the 
sbofe, and, m the simplicity of thek admkatioD, 
flodrad to dM sfaq^s. 

After sailbg ^rou^ a land ^ voy bjre aad 
iBhabited with infinite people,'' they readied die 
point ^riiere the nver receives die Pmragaay, itself 
fanoiching off to the right. Leaving tbe Paraai, 
therefine, on the aght, th^ ascended dM new 
nver aboaTdHrty-fiiiir leagues."^ The inhabilttls 
of diis ifistric^difiered firom any before seen, being 
acquainted with agricultnre, and carrying to a great 

extent their jealousy of foreign invamn, and par*' 

■ I ' f . I ■ . .. ,11 .. ... |] 

* Campbell and othecs transpose the names of thesa. 
rivers. Henera, however, together with the author of 
the ^Memoir of Cabot," who are i^ore worthy to be 
trusted, furnish the above account 
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ticcdariy ^ir hatred tcyfraid the Sp&ni^ aad Potw 
tuguese. These qualities contrasted angidariy 
with some other points in their character; they 
were industrious, regardfid of each other's rights, 
and cultivated their land to adyantage ; while their 
continual enmity to strsmgers rendered our naviga- 
tor's siti]ftti<»i extremely critical. Notwithstandmg 
his care to avert difficulty, his hith^to peaoefid 
voyage was soon changed into fierce contention* 

Tlflree Spaniards having one day unwittingly 
left their party, to gather the fruit of the palm 
tree, the natives laid violent hands on them. Re- 
sistance y/mi impossible, and the poor fellows were 
easily captured. Their comrades, on learning the 
nevrs, determined to avenge the wrong; and 
Cabot, for -the first time^ became a military com- 
mmder. 

The small band of Spanish adventurers, won^ 
by the kbors of a long voyage, might weU have 
declined a contest with the hordes of natives that 
now came i^iiist them. *But their naticnial spirit, 
together with the hardihood of their professimi, 
made them alive to every injury* They .were 
ignorant of the country^ and imskilled in their 
enemy's mode of warfare ; but yet, under Cabot's 
commtod, they sustained tiieir part of a kng and 
bloody contest with unflinching courage. It prob* 
ably lasted most of the day, doubly severe for our 
adventurers, masmuch as they had no strong-hokb 

M2 
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oa the diore; yet^ on its conelu^Qo, three Inmifeed 
natives and only twenty-five Spaniards were found 
to have Men. The Captain-general, we may 
suppose from this fact, showed a fair . degree of 
military skill ; he was enabled to retain his po- 
siboa in the river, and, after the battle, despatched 
a letter to -the commander of one of the forts, 
^ving the particulars of the affiay, and die losfii cm 
each ^de. 

. Cabot could ill afford to lose these m^n, par- 
ticularly as their fate depressed the hopes of the 
surviirors, who h^id by no means agreed to under- 
go the hardships of a voyage up the La Plata, 
From this time, the prospects of the party, hith- 
erto bright, hecame dark and ommous. Cabot 
doubtless might have withstood any further attacks 
during his voyage, had not Diego Garcia, a man 
whom we have met before, and who seems always 
to have been the evil genius of our navigator, in- 
terrupted his plans at this point. It is time to 
trace this man's inovements af(6r. leaving Spain 
under the auspices of the Portuguese govegmment* 
The reasons for believing that the king of Por- 
tugal, disappointed by the decision of the council 
at Badajos, employed Garcia to follow Cabot's 
steps, and frustrate his projects, have al^ready been 
stated. Let us see how faithfully the mission was 
performed. Garcia left Spsdn in 1526, made his 
way to the Canaries, next to the Cape de Verds, 
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apd ttence to tbe coast of Brazil. Dating the 
early moodis of 1527, he visited the bay of AU 
Saints, the island of Patps, and at length/ prdmblj 
baulked of his intention of meeting Cabot at either 
of the abovementioned places, he entered the 
mouth of. the La Plata. His course thus &r, it 
will be seen, was exactly that of Cabot, and he 
ascended the river immediately. 

Antonio de Crrajeda, commadder* of the ships 
which Cabot left at Stt Salvador, had just received 
ihe letter announcing the dreadful battle, when he 
perceived Gaicia's party coming qp the La Plata. 
Agitated by the late news, he fancied that they 
were no others .than the mutineers, whom tlvB 
captain had put on shcnre ; accordingly Garcia was 
met ^th several armed boats, led by the com- 
mander in person. At first he favored the mis- 
conception, and they had nearly cpme to open 
ccmtest; he declared himself, hbweyer, in time to 
secure a peaceable issue. - Parting wit|i one of 
bis vessels, which he had shamefiilly allowed to 
i>e employed in the slave business, he ordered the 
remainder to follow him immediately to the com- 
modious harbor of St. Salvador. Perhaps he 
foresaw that Cabot would give him no favorable 
^reception, and was willing to have forces at hand. 

Garcia then manned two brigantmes with srixty 
men, and ascended thence to the fort of Sanctus 
^piritus, wheps Cabo^ had left a small fixce under 
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Gfegorio Caro. This commander was ooimeoai 
afid good-natured; and. to Grarcia's haughty de« 
maad of 'a surrender of the fort, he repfod, that, 
although very ready to serve his guest, he shoidd 
bold cQitunaiid in the name of Cabot and the 
Erapeior. He se^ns, however, to have kept 
terms with the Portuguese. Indeed, we c&a* 
hardly suppose that he was aware of Garcia's 
character and iatoitions ; for he i^uested, as a 
fiivor, that he would liberate any of Cabot's party 
that might have Men into the enemy's haikb, 
^edging himself - to reimburse whi^ter ransom 
money was expended ; and finally besought him 
to befriend the Spaniards, should they in the late 
aldrmbh have lost their commander. 

This b not the language he would have used 
towards Gaicia^ had he fuUy known him ; and it 
was^only likely to exdte a smile in nn unprincipled 
nan, io the.^nploy of a revengefiil govermn^t. 
Indeed, yvhen he reached the Paraguaj^ Dieg6 
was so mindiii] of Caro's requests, that he made 
an exeurrion along the right branch c^ the Pa- 
rani* llus movement* is^ the only one which 
•eems to oontracfet the supposition, that be in- 
tended fipom the first to overtake and embarrass 
our navigator. If such Was his intention, a dii- 
gres8i<»i was bodi useless and j^rejudksial. ' . 

Gaic:a soon r^umed to his purpose, and. led his 
pai^te SaMi Ana, oear jddch port the blBittle 
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bad taken place and Cabot was now stalkmML 
His suiprise at seemg Diego can best be imagined. 
No historian has left a parttcukur accooiit of tbdr 
interview. Probably much displeasure manifested 
itself in his reception^ and peihaps Garda was 
pleased to perceive that hu( rival's hsce, what with 
laortality and the detachments at the forts, was 
much weakened. The new-cotoer repeated his 
demands c^ a surrender ; insistii^, up(m grounds 
not very justifiable^ on the sole right of discovcay. 
Cabot was not a man to jkid to such 'nqiistioe ; 
neitfaer was he inclined^ in a savage aad obscure 
xegioB, to involve hb men in a contest, whfeh) 
whoever got the better, must. necentarSy produce 
great distress. The result of dieir altercations 
cannot be known. In a short time th^ returned, 
not in muoh mutual cordiality, to Smctus Spiritus. 
Garcia, having stalaoned at tbe forts a fau*ge body 
ts[ his fiJlowers, who partook of his spirit, and fifom 
whom Cabot subsequeirtly 8u£^a inconveoieDce, 
1^ the country withou^t delay. 

Cabot's only course was to despatdi messenger! 
to Charles the Fifth, in oider, by a candid account 
of his voyage, bis treatment of the anitinoas 
offieers, and consetpieift change of 'destination, to 
counteract the ealumoies whieb a i&appoinled 
rival might circulate in Spain. The persons so 
<employed were Fruids Calderon and George 
Bariow, and their origpnaV report is JMiH in exist- 

TOL. n. 9 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



180 AMSBtOAN BIOORAPfiT. 

ence.t - To understaiid fiiH jr the force of this doc* 
ument, it is necessary to bring before ourselves 
tbe hopes- which Cabot's success in ascending the 
river, together with hia ambitiousi temperament^ 
natoraUjr inspired. ^ 

At the commeiicement of the voyage, he was 
expected to touch at the western shore of Amer- 
ica. ^'Having passed the winding strait of Ma- 
gellan, he is to direct his couri^ to the right 
hand, in the rear of our supposed continent.'' 
Accident had changed his course, and he now 
hoped, ths^, by contkuing his ascent of the river, 
and by risking a few more contests with the sav- 
ages, he should reach the mtended coast by a 
route hitherto unknown. Besides, he, observed 
that gold and silver ornaments were worn in pro- 
fiisaott by several tribes alcmg the La Plata, and, 
with his usual shrewdness, making friends of them, 
"he came to learn many secrets of the country." 
Having readied the waters which would lead him 
to the inines, he had possMy fixed his hopes on 
the reduction of a region, the riches of which 
would secure a competency to his party, and 
repay the generosity of hb sovereign. In other 
expeditbns.he had been baffled; this discovery 
seemed indisputably his own. 

We have no accounts of Garcia's effi>rts, oa 
' . • ' • 

• Henera, Dec. IV. lib. liL cap. 1. 
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trriving in Europe, further than what is to be 
gathered fifom the ill-natured sneers of several 
historians. He was not idle, and in scnne quarters 
doubtless brought Cabot into disrepute. Perhaps 
he was exciting the Portuguese government to a 
decisive step in opposition. Whateyer w^re his 
endeavors, he' influenced not at all the mind of 
Charles the Fifth. Cabot's demands, in case of 
undertaking the great conquest, were ^' provision, 
ammunition, goods proper for trade, and a com- 
plete fecruit of seamen and soldiers.'* These 
seeming exorbitant^ the merchants interested in 
the squadron decided that their rights should es- 
cheat to the crown; but the Emperor, willing to 
avow bis confidence in the navigator, agreed to 
staiid personally responsible for the enterprise. 

But Charles showed more generosity than fcnre- 
stght in this affiur. At the very time of this pro- 
posal, Bourbon's soldiers were mutinous for pay ; 
the Moluccas had been mortgaged;* and even 
the pecuniary assistance solicited by the^Emperor 
from the Cortes had been refused. The good 
will of a king so straitened of necessity spent itself 
in promises. 

I| WBA at this time that Pizarro ofl^red to r^* 
duce Pern solely at his own expense. He fol- 
lowed ^f the offer by perscxial importunity, and ii 

* Hemoir of Cabot; >. 160. 
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was accepted. Afier an extravagant promise Iq 
provide every thmg, and resign all conquests to the 
crown, the entire and exclusive range of the coast 
of Peru was granted to him ; and thus was CUM 
frustrated by the very sovereign who had neariy 
been his benefactor. If the seamaa wiu( 9i &uk 
for immoderate requisitions, Charles was no. less so 
for holding out hopes which his empty treasury 
could not fiilfik The facts in the case should 
clear the monafch from the imputations of neglect 
and dilatoriness, which m^y hbtoriaos have cast 
upon his character. 

During these negotiations in Spain, Cabot was 
awaiting anxiously the resuk of his embassy^ and 
continuing to hope, until hope became fc^y. He 
was confirmed in his belief, that the waters of the 
Parana would convey him to the mines of Potosi ; 
and) while doubtful of the EmperOT's pleasure, he 
improved and amused his men by ex{doring the 
ccmntry, and ascertaining the mannebs of the sev« 
eral tribes bordering on the La Plata. Whether 
the Emptor apprized him of his change of mind, 
or left him in uncertainty untU he retuimed to 
Spain, their many delays must have been distressh 
ing to. a bcmd eager to penetrate a region, which 
promised a recompense for their previous depri* 
vations. 

Cabot and his crew .were bold men, and left no 
re^on b the vioinity ol the river^unsearcbed. It 
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requii:6d no little resolution in men anxiou^y e^^ 
pecting news from home, ^nd who had seen oqq 
after another of their, mimber drop ax^i^y^to ex- 
{4ore the strong-holds of savages, and gather 
knowledge at the lisk of life and li|ub» jOne of 
two wece often left in charge of the yes^el^j while 
the band ranibled. into the interior, trusting. Ux 
shelter to tb^ hospitality of 4he natives, got a tem- 
{kORiry tent* The Spadsh. government, njQfeover, 
negating to send supplies, they were cast w th^ir 
own resources for subsistence; and Herrefa givef 
part of a repprt frcmi CiJ^otto the Emperor, in 
which the productions of Bra^, and the improve- 
ments in various breeds of Spanish animf\)s, ase 
Ascribed wkh an accuracy of observati<Hi .];K>t m^ 
wortbytbeagripulturist. or man of science* , Cabot 
was endued with an elasticity of te^pier, iftrhich, 
united i^th isouo^ principles and jntsHigence, ea*- 
abled him to profit by every, event* At Jiome, be 
explained bis prc^tsi to heedless soyerei^s; at 
sea,- won s^ection by courageous persefi^rance ; 
and in a region- of savages, while waitipg the 
pleasure of his king, foui^d turn to in^tTM);^ b^ 
IbUowess, . and Stimulate daem to indc^s^* 

Things werjB liitis ^^Doofi&jmgg wl)en p^sf^»Kune 
broke loose on the little commiuHty* T^of^ of 
Garcia's party, whom he had Idt hebind,^.f{(ranting 
the good mfluence of a Cabot^ fell one <lay Into a 
violent dispute with the natives, and at length 

N 
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«o enraged thetn, that they declared vengeance 
against ever}*^ white man on the river. Of coarse 
the little garrisons at Sancfus Spiritus and St. Sal- 
vador, though not the offenders, did not esfoape the 
mdignation of the lavages. The most hostile tribe 
was the Guaranis, a wantonly ferocious people, 
whose uiimosity made them forget that they had 
entered mto an explicit treaty of peace with our 
navigatCNT. After the affiont, several meetings 
were secretly held, until their sanguinary project 
was perfected. 

One morning, just before daybreak, thi? blood- 
Airsty race rushed in a body up6n Sanctus Spiritus. 
The inmates, a part surprised asleep, and a part 
fatigued with previous exertions, could offer no 
resistance, and the fort was carried. The savages, 
elated with their good fortune, next besieged St. 
Salvador. But by thb time, the alarm had spread, 
and the adnliral was able to maintain his position, 
until he could prepare one of his Ingest vessels for 
sea. The others he determined to leave behind. 
Collecting, therefore, bII the supplies which could 
be obtuned, the little bond, much reduced in 
number, and driven before a tribe of Indians, em- 
balmed for their native country. They landed in 
Spain in the year 1531, exactly five yesffs fircmi 
tiie time of their departure. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Cdbofs Reception in Sjfwin. — Resumes the Office 
of Piloi'Mcgor,''-^ Account of a personal ii- 
terview with Cahot.^--^His prifoate Characten 
— Relinquishes his Office and returns to Eng^ 
land. — Edward the Sixth. — Charles th^ 
Fifth requests him to return to Spain. — His 
Occupations in England. ^^ Errors with Re- 
gard to the Slighting of the, Cabois. 

Cabot was about fifty-three years of age wbm 
he returned to Spain, and, after his i^ild fife in 
South America^, we are ^lad to find irim hokibg 
office in civiKzed society. It is not easy to say 
what was his reception at the Spanish courtr One 
writer declares that he was received with coldnes£( 
and ill nature, while the author of the ^^ Memoir" 
strives to show that his report was perfectly 
satisfactory. Perhaps neither is entirely ooifect. 
The fact, that the merchants withdrew fiofii the 
concern, shows them to have been cEsappointed^ 
but surely Charies did not venture to fix>wn aa a 
man, whom ho had ungenerously deluded, and who 
originated the project, that, in I%sarro's hands^ 
now promised the monarch weahfa and reputation* 

The Spttiards were piqued at Cabot's seventy 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



486 AMEftiaAN BlOamAVBT. 

to tbe mutineers, but they could not sully the 
fame he had acquired by his conduct in the La 
Plata. His crew eoukl be%r witness to his com- 
posure in times of great and most varied danger. 
Moreoirttt, hit generosity in alUidi^g ta the better 
fitftdoea (^ Gk>Iumbu$^ won him. many fti^ifids; 
witbouttbe jeakivay of a sdfish man, he did not 
htttfiate to dcdtre his Bxplobs to be .^'^ more divme 
Iban faAiioian." For these md ^imlar rea^oae his 
lesumpupii of tbe office of FSlofe^Miyor adMed 
gsneral aatisiacdon, apdfiMr mmf fmt& bis OOou- 
pation was <Hie of gnaat emoldment and hobor. 

Several passages in the old authors show, as 
cUriyrja docustttpts. flo imii^fo^ and aoli^ated 
san rikoar; that, biasides being esteemed a otrictly 
bopffirable mao^ lie vms the first navigator of tbe 
day. A tbofougfa tbeorist, be bad learned hf 
practice how tbaory wai usefQ. Charles die 
Ftfth relied entirely on his opimon,. which wm 
always r^i^ given. In all ^atfk inteico«ime ao 
aUuMB.is found to ^e diaeader or progress. of 
PisaoDou . To tbe one, bii A«pe probably brou^ 
a twmgcl' of oonsci^Qoe ; ond the oifaer, bdwever 
glad to aid a rival by his pkDpoflttipn3, musl 
bam &k Aai tine menttjcfa^s favom were ^M^aLy 
cotifetired. A contemporary writer thus apealiB 
of hiaa at this time; ^^ He is so vi£ant a man^ 
and ID ;.wiell prddtised in all ^ings pertaining 
ter atv^gadcBiai tai Isbe soieaoe of eoaBMgttpbie» 
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that at tibis ipresenthe hath not his like in aH 
Spaine«" On another occasion, a gentleman of 
the time, desiring some important maritime in* 
fimnation, was referred to Cabot | and his account 
of tbetr p^fsonal ^interview, ev^n now that three 
centuries have elapsed, is highly mteresting. T]m 
writer sa3rs, ^ It was tolde mee that thejre was in 
the citj a valiant naan, a Verietkn* bom, named 
Sebastian Cabot, who had charge of the i«i»iga- 
tions of the Spaniards,' being ain export man in 
that science, and one that could make cardes 6x 
the sea with hb owne hand, and, by this ^p6rt, 
seeking his. acquaintance, I found him a very gen- 
tk and courteous person^ ioho entertedi^d mee 
friendly, and shewed mee many things, and 
among otfwr a large mappe of the world, with 
certaine particuler navigations, as well of the Poi^ 
tugals as of die ^mniardi^, aitd he 4spake fuither 
unto mee to- this, eflfect." t 

Several Ore hints disclose to us the private 
character of Sebastian Cabot. His warm ambition 
was changed into maturer hopes, and we can ilnti- 
cipate an old age, calm, benevolent, and useiuL 
Whilst holding the office of Pibt-Major, he fre- 
quently led in person raoaU naval oKpeditieoSi 
which served to keep alive puUic interest, more 
than to promote discoveiy . His ,leistire was pipb- 

* This error bas already been exposed. 
tHakluyt,Vol.m.p.7. 

N2 
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ably occupied with preparing the documents rela- 
tiye to bis eventful life, which carelessness and 
accident have destroyed. 

These were doubtless among the pleasantest 
years of Cabot's Uie. He had, indeed, consider- 
ing his extensive plans*, been singularly unsuccess- 
fiil ; neither does it i^pear that domestic comforts 
were gathered thickly around him. But he was 
a man whom many, like Richard Eden, delighted 
to consider their *^ very iriend, and have sometimes 
keep^ them company in their, own houses^" Hfe 
had, moreover, done the world much service, only 
failing because he intended to do mqch more. He 
sought dis^oction, because it increased his usefiil- 
ness. . 

He thus concludes a letter ^me years ^afier the 
La Rata- expedition. '^ After this I made many 
other voyages, which I now pretermit, and, waxing 
olde, I ^ve myself to rest from such travels, be- 
cause there are nowe many young and lustie pilots 
and mariners of good experience, by whose for- 
wardness I do rejoyce in the fhiit of my labours, 
and Test with the charge of this office, as you 
see." * "Diis is the language of a man, who 
could view disappointmept in the proper light, 
preferring a competency and the general respect 
to success gained by intrigue, or the &vprs show- 
ered upon a parasite. By this time he must have 

•Hakluyt,Vol.m.p.r. 
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seen, that bis name would never rival that of Co- 
lumbus ; that it would even be shaded by it ; and 
yet we find him reviewing the past with gratitude, 
and anticipating the future with more than ordi- 
nary calmness. ^ ^ 

Seventeen years thus elapsed, when the natural 
feeling of an old man induced Cabot to relinquish 
his situation . in Spain, in order to dwell again in 
his^ native country. It is a pleasant thing, after all 
bis wanderings, to see him turning his steps home- 
ward. We rejoice when the recipient of foreign 
favor remembers ^the land which gave him Cirth. 
In the year 1548, while in full favor with the Em- 
peror, he returned to Engird. Spsdn lost an 
exemplaiy officer ; he knew,T3etter th§n any ope, 
her naval interest, and his eminence was acknowl- 
edged both by the king and people. But Charles 
the Fifth had nothing to fear from Cabot's inti- 
tnate knowledge of his afiairs ; no combination of 
circumstances could have induced him to use his 
information against a sovereign, in whose confi- 
dence he had gsdned it. 

Edward the Sixth had just reached the British 
throne, when our navigator returned, and fixed his 
residence in Bristol. Public hopes had been 
much raised touching the young king. Having 
enjoyed an excellent education, and naturally fond 
of naval affiurs, it was thought that his reign would 
be memorable for the encouragement of maritime 
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excelleiice. "In chUdhoodj" Burnet tells jrs,. 
" he knew all the harbors and ports both of hia 
own dominions, and of France and Scotland, and 
how much water they had, and what was the way 
of cpmmg into them." Add to this, that nature's 
other gifts exactly fitted him for a popular mon- 
arch, and that, in the second year of his jreign, Se- 
bastian Cs^bot, an old man respected in private 
life, .and the greatest seaman of thie . age, becanie 
one of his subjects, and no one will fail to anticl- . 
pate brilliant naval adventures. 

When Charles the Tifth perceived this state of 
tbings, he repented th^t-bn any consideration he 
bad lost his Pilot-Major; accordingly the English 
monarch received before long a formal demand, 
that "Sebastian Cabote, Grand Pilot of the Em- 
peror's Indies, then in England, might, he, sent 
over to Spain, as a very necessary man for the 
Emper^MT, whose servant he was, and had a pension 
of himi" These latter words, might lead us to 
think that Charles, hoping his removal would be 
temporary, had wished to continue ^Cabpt's pen- 
sion ; at any rate, it is gratifying to see what 
golden opinions the seaman had won by his servi- 
ces in Spainv The request was not/^ complied 
with. 

It is difficmlt to ascertain precisely what Cabot's 
office was after he returned to England. He had 
txpected to continue m private life in his native 
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Itttjr ; but the Sftiportunities of Edward -•banged 
bb determinatioo, and k is supposed, by Hakluyt 
«iid others, that be was appointed to an office lik«i 
ibat bdd uml^Cbades the Fifth, then first creat- 
ed, and that be bco^ the title of Grand Pilot of 
Engfand. However thb may be, be was director 
of jdl inaritinie enterprises, being consulted, as we 
abaU see, on every occasion, and experiencing in 
to eDQinent degree ib» royal numifioence. Ed* 
ward's respect (at.hk character, and gratitude for 
Uiiiervices, showed tbeoiselves by many marks of 
hvor ; among others a genorbus pmision, as ap*" 
pears by the following docuinent. 

" Edward the Sixt, by the grade of God, King 
of England, I^rance, and Ireland, defender of the 
lAh, to all Christian people, to Whom theise pres- 
ents ^ahsBl come, sendeth gt^eeting. Know yee/ 
Aat we, in cdhsid^ration of the good and accepta^ 
Ue service dcfuey and to be done, unto us by our 
beloved servant, Sebastian Cabdta, of our speciale 
gikoe, certiune *knowledge,'^meere motion, and by 
tbe advice and counsel, of our' most honourable 
uncle, Edward Duke of SoraerKt, governor of our 
persoi^, and {ooteotor of oar kkigdonies,^ domin- 
ions, and subjects, and of the rest of our eoun»- 
aaOd, have ^ven and gtatnt^,^ and, by diese 
TiesQtots, do gini and gram to the said Sdaostian 
Cabota, a certain annuitie, as yerely reveime of 
one hundred, direescore >and »to pounds, thirteene 
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shillings four pence sterlbg, to have, efijoy, and 
yerely receive the foresaid annuities, or .yerdjr 
revenue to the foresaid iSebastian Cabota during 
bb natural lifb, out of our treasurie at the receit 
of our exchequer at Westminst^, at the handis of 
our treasurers and paymasters, there remayning * 
for the time being, at the feast of the Annuntia* 
tion of the blessed Virgin Mary, the Wativitie of 
S. John Baptist, S. Michael y* Archangel, and 
the Nativitie of our Lord, to be paid by equal 
portions. In witnesse wherec^ we have c^sed 
these our letters to be made patents ; witnesse the 
King at Wes^mirister the sixt day of Januagr, m 
the second yeere of big raigne. The yeere'of 
bur Lord 1648."* 

Besides the above, a salary was granted at the 
same rate, ^^ from the feast of S, Michael lust 
past unto thb present titaie." *•*• 

Cabot seems to have been much indebted in 
these afl&irs to the abovementroned uncle, the 
Duke of Somerset, who first introduced him to his 
royal nephew. The terms of the above pensaon 
would seem to show, that Cabot was actually m 
office ; but of his duties we have no pjeirttcular ac- 
count. On one occasicm we find a French pilot, 
who '^had frequented the poast of Brazil i^ghteen 
Toyages," giving testimony to Sit Jdm Yorke 

■ I III 11. II Ml I II ■ .III |. I ^ 1 ^ I ■ ■ I II I W 
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** liefore Sebastian Cabote '' ; afad a long ancmymous 
article is recorded by Hsddujt, descriptive of the 
voyage " unto the, mouth of the river of Plata, 
and alcHig' up within the sayd river/' which hgs 
been supposed with great plausibility to be Cabot's 
own testimony. From these fragments of testi- 
moay^ it is perhaps probable, that, without hold- 
ing any formal: title, he was regarded with univer- 
sal confidence. 

. I shall now advert to a pointy about which 
misrepresentation and error have thickly clustered. 
Nearly two- thirds of the old -writers confer on one 
or both of the Cabots the honors o{^ knighthood. 
Campbell gives us the memoir of ^^Sir John 
Cabot," and Purohas commences a couplet, — 

^Hail, Sir Sebastian! ]E^glluid's northern pole, 
Virgmia's finder," &c.* 

Henry, in his " History of Great Britain," falls 
into a similar error; indeed, most readers may 
have expected to meet the sulgect of this biogra- 
phy with the title of knight. Now thiit modem 
ingenuity, has given us th^ means, it is amusing 
to perceive how minute . an euor has caused the 
misapprehension.! 

In the palace at Whitehall formerly hung a 
poitrait of Sebastian Cabot, under which was the 
following inscription ; " Effigies Seb. Caboti Angli 

•Purchas's Pilgrims. 

t See " Memoir of Qabot," eh. xxviL 
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JSm J!immi$ CabaH militis awraiiJ' This ipos- 
8es6ed JQst coCKMigh of oracular amUguily to cause 
great trtMiMc. Were the terms ^^miUHs auraH** 
to be applied to John or Sebastian ? Purchas satr 
the portrait, and immediaiely knighted the latter, 
while Campbell quotes this very in^ptipn to. 
pK)ve,that the fiither for certain services became 
Sir John Gabot« We have not mentioned either 
as having been knighted ; and, if we will guard 
against inaccuracies of translation, we shdH «ee . 
that the above inscriptioii ^nEhtds no ground for 
ascribing such an honor to either. Eques and not 
miles would have been the Latin term to designate 
knighthood. ' Sir Humphrey r Gilbert, Sir Hugh 
Willoughby, Sir Martin Frobisher, Imd Sir Fran- 
cis. Drake are mentioned by Hakluyt, each with 
the term eques auratus, and no other of their rank 
is once styled otherwise. ♦ 

* Hakluyt, Vol. in. p. 137, A particqlar account of 
this portrait is contfdned in the appendix to the ^ Me- 
moir of Cabot" It is believed to have been painted by 
Holbein. The ^cture is now in the United States, hav^ 
ing been purchuied by Mr. Richard Biddle. 
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CHAPTER V. 

MSi^neik Variatum^ — Cab^f^ earty Obterwh 
turns. '^JSxplains' his l%eory in PMic iq the 
JSing. -^ B^d Condition of IkgU^ Com- 
merce. ^^ Cabot consnbed.-^ His Remedy. -^ 
Opposed iy ^'The SHlyard.^'^ Nature of 
ihfft Corporation. — Bmonstranc^s laid leforo 
the Privy Coundl. ^ The StUyard broJeen ^ 
— Preparations for IkpediHom to the North. 
— CiAot fomishes tfte Jbutntctions. — A Pari 
of the Squadron under Chancellor reaches l{tt»« 
sia.'^Chanulhr^s persanoi interview with the 

' Emperqr. — « The Advtntmrers obtain a Char* 
ter.. — Change in Cabofs Bhrtune. ^^ Eng 
Edwards Death. ^^ Cabofs Pennon iio^pindeil 
foir two Tears. -^ChafOcteristie Anecdote. --^ 
Cabot resigns his Pmiion. -*- His Death. 

) The remmider of our ntmAva will contra 
none of the }jpsde of adventure ; but it will exhHik 
irfaat is rather remarkable, a man of laore than 
threescore years and ten, devoting himadf to the 
illustratkm of new truths, and j»fighiatbg great 
natbmd enterprisei. Cabot'^ mind cetained to tl)^ 
bat its vigor, and tibe experience of his manhood 
was an unbihng fimd of infimnation. ^ 

VOL. IX. 10 o 
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In one of his early voyages he observed a vari- 
ation in the magnetic needle ; but his observations, 
althoQgh ' carefully recollectdd>. at the time only 
found a place in . his memorandum book. No 
ikeovy of the variation had been started ; and^ \mtSi 
he could frame one^ he chose to say little of what 
he had seen. Thirty years afterwards, the mys- 
tery still remaining inexplicable, he was surprised 
to perceive the same phenomenon in the La Plar 
ta. His active and roving life then prevented him 
from giving much attention to. the subject, and he 
could only note carefully the variaticm$, now^nd 
then dealing a moment to seek the solution of 
the problem. . . * 

During all changes of fortune, he did not forget 
what he had seen > and avaUing. himself of the in- 
formation of contemporaries, he now announced a 
matured theory ctf the variation of the needle. 
There is something in this, characteristic of the 
man. He mostly withheld his observations . for 
forty years,- lest the superstitious might reject or 
fear what the scientifio-could not explain. Had 
he been less cautious, he would have been indis- 
putably acknowledged the discoverer of this great 
wonder of nature. - . 

When Edward heard of Cabot's theory of the 
variation, with his usual ardor he insisted on a 
convociation of the learned men of the kingdom, 
befoi^ whom the venerable seaman had the honor 
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of expliuning the phenomenon to his youbg doy-^ 
ereign. He showed the extent of the variaticm, 
and. that it was different in different latitudes. 
Unfortunately we are without th^ papers of Cab- 
ot himself, and are thus unable to know precisely 
the. theory offered to the prince. Although not 
the correct one, it attracted geperal attention, and 
added to the esteem which our navigator now en- 
joyed in his native land.* 

Notwithstanding young Edward's willingness to 
encourage maritime enterprise, En^ish' commerce, 
about the year 1551, became almost extinct. Na^ 
tivi^ produce was in no d<^mand; and, while foreign 
nations easily found maJrkets, ther^ seemed to be a 
general stagnation in the trade, which had once 
raised England to opulence. This a&cted equally 
the . pride and purses of the English merchants^ 
and they resolved to detect the^ cause of the evil, 
and reestablish their credit. The ^t men in the 
kingdcm took the matter in hand ; ^^certaine grave 
citizens of liondon, and men of great wisedome 
and carefulle for the good of their countrey^ began 
to thinke with th^selves hoT^e this mischief might 
bee remedied.'* After conferring on the subject, 

r 

* LiviQ Sannto, a noble Venetian, on learning Cabot^s 
eminence from a friend, appHed to him for informatioD on 
the Bubject of magnetic variation, and received a chart 
marked with the degrees in various parts of the world, 
and a M account of his several obserrstioBs. 
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riiey agreed' to conrah Sebsstiaa CaboC. > ^^Aad 
wfaeroas at tlie same time ^me Sebastian Cabota, 
a man in those days T^rjr renowned, happened to 
bee in London, they began first of all to deak 
and consult diligently with bim.'^ From this mo* 
aoent Cabot's influence is peiceptiUe in every 
stage of the inrestigation.' ^ 

He was enabled to propose a project, which he 
had long since conceived, and which hits event* 
nally secured to Englandone, of her most valuable 
branches of trade. He advised hki oountiymeft 
to -seek a new northern market, telling them, that, 
although neighboring natibns had been sated with 
fheir commodities, doubtless tribes might be' found 
to remunerate their ingenuity. The pfopositioa 
seeming favorable to the merchants and the King, 
it was agreed that three ships '^should be pre- 
pared and furnished for the search and discovery 
of the northern pait of the ilroikl.'' 

But, at this pdnt, the adventurers were opposed 
by a powerful fcAreign corporation, estaUiidied m, 
London,- under the titTe of T%e SHfyariy and 
claiming, whait they bad long poeseas^ld, a mo* 
fiopdy of the trade with the northern European 
ports. It consisted chiefly of the factors of exteh* 
sive mdrcaiStile houses in Antwerp and Hamburg, 
who, by art and good fortune, had obtained com- 
mand, of most Engibb markets, and used their 
superiority to ruin native merchants. Their im* 
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positions had become insufferable ; md now, when 
they encteavored to fetter lawful enterprise, Cabot 
determined to rid his country of such ^ an mcum- 
brance. He ascertained them to be guilty of 
certain fraudulent acts, and, in the name of the 
new company, laid a remonstrance before Ed- 
ward's privy council. " 

Such an established favorite was not likely to 
offer a fruitless petition, particulariy as the young 
King must himself have perceived the justice, of 
the compldnts. Parts of his Majesty's private 
journal, which have been preserved, show his 
interest in the dispute, and the result is recorded, 
one may fancy, with something like triumph. 
^^ February 23rf, 1551. A decree was made by 
the board, that, upon knowledge and information 
of their charters, they had found; first, that they 
(the Stilyard) were lio sufficient corporation ; isec- 
ondlyj that their number, names, and nature was 
unknown; thirdly, that, when they had forfeited 
their liberties. King Edward the Fourth did re- 
store them on this coiidition, that they should 
color no strangers' goods, which they had dolie. 
For these considerations, sentence was given that 
they had forfeited their liberties, and were in like 
case with other strangers." . 

When the Stilyard heard the decision, they 
were so reluctant to relinquish their monopolies, 
that ambassadors were immediately despatched to 

02 
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the Englisb court, '^to speak in their, behalf." 
Agaio the matter came before the Privy Council, 
and the former judgment was confirmed. A few 
days after this memorable defeat, Cabot received a 
donation firom the King. " To Sebastian Cabota, 
the great seaman, two hundred pounds,- by way 
of the King's majesty's reward, dated in^ March, 
1551." This tells more plainly, than any com- 
ment; of his successful exertions in the affair. 

Obstacles being removed, the expecUtion rapidly 
advanced. Great padns were tdcen to provide 
plank, " very strong and well seasoned," master- 
workmen were engaged in the construction of 
the vessels, the merehants spared no expense in 
the provision of stores, and, for the first time in 
England, the ships^ bottoms were sheathed with 
copper. . Sir Hugh Willoughby, with whose mel- 
ancholy fate most readers are familiar, was, after 
5ome debate, appointed Chief Captain ; " both," 
as we are told, " by reason of his goodly persot^ 
agCy (for he was of tall stature,) as also for his 
singular skill in the services of warre.'* The 
second in command was Richard Chancellor, a 
shrewd and persevering man, who had been edu- 
cated with miich care by the father of Sir Philip 
Sidney. We" may form some idea of Cabgt's 
strength of mind, when we know, that, although 
between seventy and eighty years old, he superin- 
tended personally these extensive outfits; but our 
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admiration should not stop l^ere. . That nothing 
might be wanting to complete success, he wrote, 
with his own hand, a volume of instructions in 
duty,* which were ordered to be read before the 
ships' companies every week, and which have 
ever been regarded as a model of high principle 
and good sense, as well as a proof of sagacity and 
an extended knowledge of human nature. 
''On the 20th of May, 1553, naval stores and 
crews were in readiness, and the squadron, consist* 
ing of the Bona Esperqnza, of one hundred and 
twenty tons. Sir Hugh Willoughby master, the -Ed- 
ward Bonaventure, of one hundred and sixty tons, 
Richard Chancellor master, and the Bona Con- 
fidentia^ of ninety tons, Cornelius Durfooth mas- 
ter, each furnished with a pinnace and boat, drop- 
ped down the iriver to Greenwich. The spWts of 
the men- were high, amid the bustle of leaver 
taking and crowds of spectators, although occasion- 
ally damped by bidding farewell to familiar faces, 
which the dangers before them rendered it prob- 
able many would behold no more. The large 
ships floating slowly downward, the sailcwre dressed 

• They were entitiea, " Ordinances, Instructions, and 
Advertisements of, and for the Direction of, the intended 
Voyage for Gathay, compiled, made, and delivered- by the 
right worshipful M. Sebastian Cabota, Esq^ Govenrour 
of the Mysterie and Compamo of the Merchants, Adven- 
tarers,** dcrc. dLc. 
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all alike in ^'watchet or skie-colored cloth/' and 
the crowded decks, filled with impatient crews, 
must have formed a highly exciting scene. 

The court happened to be at Greenwich as 
they approached ; and " presently' the courtiers 
came running out/ and the commcm people flockt 
together, standing very thicl^ upon the shoare; 
the privie counsel, they lookt out at the windows 
of the court, and the rest ranne up to the toppes 
of the towers ; the shippes hereupon discharge 
their ordinance, and shoot o£f theif pieces after the 
manner of warre, and of the sea, insomuch that 
the toppes of the hills sounded therewith, the val- 
leys and the waters gave an echo, wid the mari- 
ners, they shouted in such sort, that the (skie rang 
again vnth the noiise thereof." * 

The only thing to lessen the happiness of the 
occasion, was the absence of the young monarch, 
\diose exertions had given existence to the expe- 
dition. He beheld none of the jregrets or rejoic- 
ings, heing ' confined by the illness which soon • 
caused his death. As the vessels left port, shrouds 
and mainyards were crowded by those eager to 
take the last look of recognition ; presently the 
land faded in the distance, and, mutually agreeing 
to meet at the castle of Wardhouse, in Norway,^ 
should mischance disperse the squadron, they 
coQunitted th^nselves tp the Rul^ of the ocean. 

* Hakluyt, Vol L p. 245. 
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We caimot follow mimitely this band of adved^ 
tjurers. We have spoken thus much of it, because' 
their enterprise was the last of importance in which 
Cabot was concerned, and because of thd' distin- 
^bhed services be rendered it, at a time of life 
when most are content to rejuose in ease and in- 
action. The dreaded eyil was experienced, and, on 
the very day of the agreement to keep togetl^r, 
the' vessels were separated by a furious tempest. 
Sir Hugh Willougbby, finding a passag)^ to ^the 
ea$t impracticable, resolved^ on the 18ih of Sep- 
tember, to winter with Durfooth in liapland. But 
ti^e severity of the climate proved fatal to the 
wearied fineunes of their party, and their heioic 
commander was obliged to behold his mm M 
victims to a deaths whose horrors were sooo to 
overtake himself. 

One of the most melancbol j reeords ever pre- • 
serrfi, is Sir Hugh's manuscript joMmal, detailing 
the^* fruitless attiempis to reach Wtunlhouse, their 
jcesolution to pas^ the primer cm an imknovm coast, 
and their extreme destitution after the landing was 
efieoted. . 1^ conMnoander, it is supposed, li»- 
fered until the month of January, 1554 ; &6 two 
ships were found deserted and deeaycjd;^ and die 
journal lying beside th^ body of its fHithor. The 
sad diary is said jto have contained a description of 
the wolves and other carnivorous animals, which 
flocked around the bodieii cS the first victims to 
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the climate. The last .^ntry is dius moamfhlly 
abrupt. " September. We sent out three men 
south-southwest, to search if they could find peo- 
jde, who went three dayes journey, but could find 
none ; after that, we sent other three men west- 
ward foure dayes journey, which also returned 
without finding any people. Then sent we three 
men southeast three dayes journey, who, in .like 
sorte, returned without finding of people, or any 
rimilitude of habitation." "Here endeth," the 
historian adds, "^ir Hugh iVilloughbie his notCi 
which was writteni^ith his owne hand."* 

Richard Chancellor bad the good fortune to 
Teach Wardhouse, whence with smgular resolution 
lie prosecuted bis vc^ge, and, after a passage 
through unknown latitudes, where the sunlight 
was perpetual, he landed at Archangel. The in- 
habitants at first fled m terror; but, mindfiiKof 
Cabot's injunctions, he so succeeded in soothing 
their apprehensions by mild treatment, that they 
threw themselves at bb feet, and supplied him 
Jberally with such things as he needed. The 
natives being forbidden by the emperor to trade 
with' foreigners, several undertook a journey to 
Moscow, in order to represent to him the object 
of Chancellor in visiting their shores. The em- 
peror received the Irepresentation with courtesy, 

^ *Htkhqrt^VoLI.p.237. 
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and invited the Englishman to a personal mter- 
view. Chancellor qf course embraced the oppor- 
tmiity, tod, providing himself with a sledge, soon 
leached the city of Moscow. He there related 
the design of his voyage, and before long laid the 
foundation of a permanent and extensive trade 
between England and Russia. 

There is something heanrstirring in the manfiil 
ejQbfts of these early travellers ; they teach us of 
4nodem times a good lesson of self-forgetting, gen- 
erous enthusiasm. ChancellcMrso represented the 
^ews and intentions of the English government, 
that Russia, it would seem, with little hesitation, 
acceded to his propositions. In the year 1554 or 
1555, a charter wbs granted to the company of 
English adventurers, and -Sebastian Cabot, iq con- 
sideration of having originated the enterprise, was 
therein named governor for life. 

Soon afterwards the Emperor of Russia granted 
them certain privileges, which show their com- 
mercial intercourse to have been extensive. The 
articles are called, " ACopieof the first Privileges 
graunted by the Emperor of Russia to the English 
Marchants in the Yeere 1555," and thus com-* 
mence ; " John Vasilvich, by the grace of God,' 
Emperor of Russia, Great Duke of Novogrode, 
Moscovia,. &c. To all people that shallsee, 
reade, heare, or understand these presents, greet-f 
ing. Know ye, therefore, that we of our grace 
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speciale, meere motion^ certaine .knowledge, htve 
given and granted, and by these presents ht us, 
our heires, and successoucs^ do give and grant as 
much as in us is and lieth, unto Sebastian Cabotai 
GovemouTy^Sir £reotge Batnes, Knight/' be.* 

From this time the Russia trade mcreased in 
vaUie and extent, until it gave a fresK unpulse to 
productive industry in England. Instead of suf- 
fering under foreign monopolies, native artisans 
found fair maHcets; while, on the other bamd, its 
intercourse with the English gradually secured to 
the Russian nation, civilization, ihtellig^ace, and 
comfort. Cabot must have observed with un- 
speakable delight the ultimate success of liiis ex- 
pedition. Four ships were purchased for the . 
trade, and their number annually increased. 

Probably the earliest specimens of the Eag- 
lii^ mercantile style, ^ire to be found in tbe corre^ 
spcHidence between the Russian and English com- 
panies at this period^ The first articles of barter 
were cloths, tar, hemp, and feathers ; afterward 
they shaped copper, steel, and in short those va- 
rious products, both natural and artificial, which, 
form Ae basis of all commerce between civilized 
natipps. As if by magic, the complete stagna^ 

•Hakluyt,VoLI. p.265.. 

f These letters, which are worfliy of a careful perusal, 
may be found at length in Hakluyt, VoL I. p.987. 
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idon in English trade was succeeded by a healthy 
mercantile circulation. 

The Emperor continued his favors^ toward the 
new traders, and a branch of the company was 
established at Moscow. He sent an ambassador 
to England with instructions to complete and 
confirm the arrangement. The Russia trade isoon 
became important. It was conceived witt' much 
boldness, and sustained with unfailing spirit. Cab- 
ot was the director of every movement ; his old 
age, instead of gliding away in debility or sloth, 
was occupied by the innumerable cares arising 
Ironi his connexion with the adventurers.. The 
whale fishery of Spitzbergen, and the famous 
Newfoundland fisheries, were improvea, if iot es- 
tablished by him at, this period. His ambition 
seems to have be^n, to do good to the last mo- 
ment. " With strict justice," observes Camp- 
bell, " it may be said of Sebastian Cabot, that he 
was the author of our maritime strengtti, aiid 
opened the way to those improvements, which 
have rendered us so great, so eminent, so flour- 
ishing a people.*' " . 

babot was now eighty years old; alnd, after toU 
lowmg him through so many changes of fortune, 
we have to regret, that gloom should overspread 
ins latter days. But, like many others who have 
depended on the justice of crowned heads, he 
found, Hhat gratitude did not invariably follow 

P 
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meritorious exerdon. We must retrace our steps 
a moment to ascertain the origin of the vexadons 
we are going to record. 

Not long after the departure of the first expe- 
dition to Russia^ young Eklward died. This mon- 
arch had respected Cabot's age, and recompensed 
his talents ; he had given life to naval enterprise 
by liberality, and won the confidence of his sub- 
jects by an intimate acquaintance with their inter- 
ests. His death was in many respects a public 
loss. To Cabot, as the sequel shows> it was 
almost ruinous. 

The Kmg was a warm Protestant ; and, on the 
accesfflon of the Catholic Mary, eager to spread 
her bigoted faith, his favorites stood no chance of 
fiur treatment. It is not probable, that insult was 
shown to the venerable navigator, but he wa$ re- 
garded with coldness, doubly severe because par- 
tially concealed ; he was made often to feel his 
dependence on the crown, and he saw , younger 
men dsuly gaining the royal confidence to which 
he was entided. 

. The first open neglect was in regard to his 
means of support. Hb pension, which expired 
at Edward's death, was not renewed for more than 
two years. His cheerfiilness did not desert him 
now that hb private circumstances were inaus- 
picious. Without. pretending to be a philosopher, 
be used all with benevolence and ^ generosity, 
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Hating, as is the privQege c^ age, good counsd 
imd a good example. The fojlowing extract 
ftom tbe journal of Stephen Burroughs giv^ us 
BMicfa insight into his character. 

^^ The 27tb being MuQda7> the right worshipful 
Sebastian Cabota came aboord our pmesse at 
Gravesende^ accompanied with dive(rs gentlemen 
imd geotleworneD, who; after that they had viewed 
our pinesse, and tasted of such che^r as we could 
make them ^boord^.they went on ^ore, giving to 
our mariners right liberal rewards ; and the good 
dde gentleman, master Cabota, gave to the poore 
nmst Ubendl almes, wishing them to pray for the 
good fortune and prosperous success of the 
Starchthrifty our pinesse. Am} then, at the ngne 
of the Chpstopher, bee and his friends banketed, 
and ma^de me, and them that were in the compa* 
ay, great che^re; ai^d so very joy that he had to 
see the towardness of our intended dis9overy,.A6 
tmtered into the dance &inf^e(/e, among the rest 
of the young and lusty comrpany ; which being 
ended, bee and his friends departed,, most gently 
commending us to the governance of Almighty 
Ck)d." ♦ This gayety of temper is remarkable, 
considering bis private necessities* The remain* 
der of his career b bri^f and gloomy. 

The Queen had occupied the throne but one 

' ^ *Hakluyt,VoI.Lp.274. 
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yMtf) wtefiy to the (Hstnay of her subject, i^ 
gftv« her ha&d to Philip of Spain. MattefB had 
ikeady uildergone a disagreeable change, and this 
union with an intiiguing and jeatons sdveteigtl 
pit)tiQised England little advantage. Philip came 
teto hid new dommions exeeecllngty enrious^ the 
English ttaVal superiority ; and Cabot^ the man to 
Whom it Was chiefly ascribahle, and who had re- 
used the 6n)er of PfaBip'd father to retnni to 
Spaif), ^Hild hope Itttle oourtesy at his, hands. 
^hffip'S first act was to declare war against France, 
imd Mary wail totoei to resKM to air expedients tb 
iteipply the jte^nisite fii^di^. Seten days after the 
Kihg Cached London, Cabot resigned his pefisibti. 
Of the neglect end cold insinuations which led to 
.luch a step-, and of the wounded feelmgs* of the 
beneficiary, ri6 on^, who knows the state 6f the 
kingdom and the chstracter of the mto, c^ fidfto 
ddnceit^w ' 

Shcrffly afteirward, indeed, the p^sion Tfas re 
liewM, but no Icmger in fevot <tf Cabot done 
Otte half was granted to a T^illiam Worthmgtdli. 
WWi Mary the new iarorite was in the ascendimt } 
Ae cotonritted to Wdrthihgton dl Cabot's mairti- 
sedpts, which have i^ce ehkted the most pafieiid 
search. 

The heglect, which we' have lately seen sliown 
to him, followed him to the last; and but for 
his finend Richard Eden^ we ^ad known no- 
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iJfif^ of ins end* Eden stood by bk d^lb-b^ 
gnd he tell^ us, with hi$ usual ^plici^y, ihpLt ^^the 
gjpod old IQ0P bad not «vfei^ ii\ tjl^ ai7iH^ of i^Mh 
s^ak^n off all wor^U^ v^n^." He still bo^ferod 
over the ap^o^^ of his adventiures i he lho^gkjl q£ 
his bc^hopd, ^fldy wit;h that sBuddisn jaqn^ntsl iUuri 
Biiai%tioiij[ w\ifik preo^de^ tbe um^ peiifept light 
of aoother ei^istenpei i^viewiBg hii pasft siruggles^ 
h(|"spofce flijgh%" of ^ diving r^velAliop JnA 
l^gard to m. uMal^bs smetbod of asceitaiBing ikm 
loagiUjidQy Wiob b0 i^i^t disoibee totia xftoitaL 
Truly, the ruling passion was'strong in death ! He 
died calmly as he had lived; and, it is supposed, 
in the city of London. ^ But^ although, as has 
been well said, ^^ h^ gave a continent to England," 
we know neither the date of his death, nor does 
the humblest monument show where his remains 
were interred. 

Such were the adventures, and suqh is an out-^ 
line of the <^haracter, of Sebasdsin Cabot. His 
mind, perhaps, cannot be properly regarded as of 
the highest order. It was better fitted to investi- 
gate by help of data, than to create for itself; to 
draw sound conclusions, than to wander in specu* 
lations. He had strong common sense, and could 
view the most intricate subjects clearly and calm- 
ly; he had command over himself, over his feel- 
mgs, and over his mental powers. Hence, he was 
composed in danger, and cheerfiil in affliction; 

VOL. IX. 11 P« 
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and, being generally directed by high moral prin* 
ciple, fsdlure, of which he experienced a great 
deal, was robbed of half its pangs. He erred at 
times in judgment, and often conceived what he 
could not 0ltecute. But what he discorered and 
divulged is of the highest value; and, in a career 
like his, a man must attempt much to accomplish 
even a little. He conferred, many benefits on his 
fellow men ; and, although he received very in- 
adequate Compensation, be was always a good 
dtizea, a warm firiend, and a fidthfiil public oflker 
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The materials of the following Qaii^ya^vaii^r 
found partly in the "Life of General Eaton," 
published in Brookfield in 1813, but chiefly in the 
original papers, which were left by him, and which 
have b0en obligingly put into our hands by the 
gentleman to whom they belong. These papers 
consist of private and official letters, and copious 
journals kept by General Eatcm during a great 
part of his public life. It is remarkable that 
he should have found time, in the midst of his 
vexatious official duties, and more than romantic 
adventures, to write so much, and, what is of con- 
siderable importance to those who have occasion to 
read his manuscripts, in so clear and beautifiil a 
hand. Greneral Eaton's extraordinary capacity for 
action, the energy and zeal with which he dis- 
charged the duties of his^ office as consul for the 
regency^ of Tunis, and the singularity of his adven- 
tures during his march from Egypt through the 
Desert of Barca^ in 1805, entitle him to a place 
amon| those who have distinguished themselves 
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hj their public acts. The reader will be struck 
with the manly tone of his official ccnrespon- 
dence in relation to the Barbary Powers, and 
the true policy to be adopted towards that nest of 
pirates. He will also feel humiliated, that his 
coun^, in common with the rest of Christendom, 
submitted so long to the exactlcHis of barbarous 
hordes, equally contemptible in character, strength, 
and resources. 



I ^' 
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CHAPTER L 



Eaton? 8 Birth f Parentage ^ and early Life.*^Hu 
Appointment in the Army. — His Marriage. 

William Eaton was bom at Woodstock, in 
Connecticut, on the 23d of February, 1764. His 
parents were in the middling rank of life, and 
brought up a large family, with moderate means. 
His father was. a farmer, and for many years eked 
out his narrow income, by teaching school during 
the winter; an employment for which he is repre- 
sented as having been well qualiiSed by more than 
ordinary attidnments for a farmer. He died No- 
vember 23d, 1804. 

William, the subject of this biography, showed 
very early in life, an extraoirdinaiy vigor of charac- 
ter. The rustic labor of a farmer's life had no 
charms for his lively imagination ; but reading and 
the sports of the field were hb special delight. 
When he was ten years old, his family re- 
moved firom Woodstock Jo Mansfield; and here 
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his turn for hardy adventure was still more un- 
folded. At the, age of sixteen he ran away, and 
enlisted in the army. In a little more than a 
year his health, faile^^ him, and be^ yas obliged 
to set out rar hoiiie. ^ On -the journey he was 
disabled from proceedmg by lameness, and, dur- 
ing this awkward interval, supported himself in- 
the family of a farmer ]XY^ nien^ing old chairs 
At the expiration of a few weeks, however, his 
&ther went %&,ex. bim and carried him b^ck. J^. 
soon ashi^ hea4|h wa$ r^tored, he rejoin^4.the 
army, ana remained in- the service until April, 
1783, when he wasdigchgrged^ ^^i5§ attaiped tl^e, 
honors of a sergeant. ;/•♦ r^^^-- (. \ ' 

Soon after this, his mind seems tb have taken 
a more decided literary turn; and in 1784 he 
began the study of tlie classical languages, uridei; 
the instruction of the Reverend ]Vfr. Nott, of. 
Franklin ; and in 1785, becoming religiously af- 
fected, he was made a member of the church of 
that place. In the same year he was admitted a^ 
student in Dartmouth College; ap^, according 
to the , customary mdulgence extended by that 
and other colleges of New England, the indigent 
students received permission to teach . school dull- 
ing the ensubg winter. 'But Eaton was pre-; 
vented by domestic embarrassments, frona rq- 
newbg, his connexion with the College until 
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admitted^ and became a member of the Fre3h; 
man class. He began his occupation as a teacher 
in Noveipber, 1785, in Windham, and continued 
until June, 1786, giving a portion of his time 
to college studies^ under the instruction«rof the 
Reverend Mr. Coggswell. He then returned to 
his father's farm in Mansfield, where he divid- 
ed his time between s^udjr and agriculture dur- 
ing that^ summer. In November, he recom-. 
menc^ his school in' Wittdham, and continued 
in it until IVfarch, 1787. In IVfay of the sam^ 
year^ he started on foot, his pack on his. back 
with a few "i^otions" to sell, anS on^ pista-r 
reen only in his pocket, for Dartmouth College. 
This scanty fund W2is exhausted when he arrived^ 
at Northifield; and in this destitute ' condition he 
gave way^ to an uncon|rolI^bJe depression of spirits. 
TTiis, however^ wa$ but transient. "'^ What with. the 
proceeds of the sale from his pack, and other assist- 
ance rendered him on the way, he was enabled to 
complete his journey, and was received by Dr. 
Wheelock, the well-known president of the C0I7 
lege, with great kindness. He was examined, and 
became, as has been stated; above, a member of 
the Freshman class. 

From this time Mr. Eaton cpntmued a member 

of the College, supporting himself, in part at leastj^ 

by teaching winter schools. The great ^ exerdons 

, be was obliged, to n^ak^, to keep up with the^ 
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Studies of his class, impaired his health, and made 
t necessary for him to take a journey. On the 
25th of August, 1790, he was admitted to the 
degree of bachelor of arts, and delivered, with a 
classmate named Jackson, a poetical dialogue at 
the Comitiencement of that year. 

Having completed his colle^ate course, Eaton 
again opened a school in Windsor, which he con-i 
tmued up to August, 1791 ._ In the October of 
that year, he was chosen clerk to; the House 
of Delegates of the State of Vermont. 

During the next, winter, Mr. Eaton made a 
visit to Connecticut, and renewed his acquaintance 
with the respectable femily of General TKmothy . 
Danielson, whose youthful widow he afterwards 
married. In the following March, he received, 
through the mfluence of the Honorable Stephen R. 
Bradly, a senator of the United States from Ver- 
mont, the appointment of captain in the army, 
which he accepted. In May, he received orders 
from the. Department of War to proceed to Ben- 
nington, where recruits were*assembling under hb 
ensign, Charles Hyde, of whom he immediately 
assumed the command, and entered vigorously on 
the recruiting service himself. About this time, he 
took the first three degrees in Freemasonry. On 
the 21st of the follo^ng August, he was married 
to the lady whom We have spoken of above, 
Mrs. Eliza Danielson, at Union, Connecticut, uid 
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immediately proceeded with bis wife to Wmdsor, 
Vermont. We have now arrived at the period 
when^ properly speakmg, the narrative of Mr. Ea- 
ton's active life commences. 
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CHAPTEI^ II. 

EaUnCs Departure to join the Western Army. 
-^Hi$ Altercation toith Captain Buthr.r^ ' 
Arrifoes at Cincinnati.-rRfitums to Brimfield* . 

— His Engagetnent in the Recrviting' Service. 

— Service in Georgia. *— JHal by a. Court" 
Martial, and Sentence. 

CiLFTAiN Eaton, having received marching or- 
ders, proceeded .in September, 1793, with his 
troops to Albany, and tbence to New York and 
Philadelphia. From the latter city he went to 
Pittsburg, whete he was- presented to General 
Wayne, and soon after joined the army at Legion- 
ville. The only affair of any consequence m 
which he was at this time engaged was a quarrel 
with the adjutant-general, Butler, which, thoggh ^ 
not greatly to the credit of either party, for-' 
tunately ended without bloodshed. At a geneoj 
review in March, 1793, Eaton . was placed in ^ 
command of the left column of the army. In 
the course of the manoeuvres, the general had 
ordered Eaton's column to. form the line in the 
flank, and, after the firing was over, the acting 
adjutant-general directed them to return in the 
same order in which they had maichfid oa the 
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groundy by files from 0ie right, countermarch. 
Eaton ordered the two wings to countermarch from 
the left and centre. The adjutant-general then 
countermanded his own order, by directing Eaton 
to countermarch by the left; but Eaton, being con- 
fident that he was Jbringing the column into the 
right position, continued bis march. This resulted 
in a violent altercation on the spot between these 
two officers. Butler rode toward Eaton with up- , 
lifted sword, and was met in his advance by the 
other', vnih his espontoon. This disorderly and 
unofficerlike scene was ended by the general, who 
directed the march to continue. But ilaton, 
deemii^ himself entitled to the usual satisfaction 
of a ihilitary man, sent the adjutant the following 
rather enigmatical epi^e. 

^^ LegiofiviUej llth JM&rcA, 5 o'clock, P. ifct 

I ^ to qoderstandy and am to be under^ 
^ood by^ Capt^ Butler. Eaton* 

" The acting AdQutaiit-General.*' 

The A^cting Adjutant seems to have b^en a little 
puzzled about understanding Eaton's despatch; 
he answered ft, however, with a proposition of a 
general explanation in^the presence of tJiB genfle- 
men who commanded in Eaton's column ; a prop- 
osition that met with a prompt acceptance. The 
meeting was held at " Captsni^ Price's hut " 5 and. 
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after some deliberadoD, the gentlemen to whom 
the subject was referred, judiciously decided, that, 
as both ^' were unfortunate in being culpable, so it 
is incumbent on both to come, forward and bury 
the matter in obUvioh, by again renewing their 
former friendship." Captdn Butler assented to 
this opinion, ofi^red Eaton his hand, and here the 
matter ended. This anecdote is of Kttle conse- 
quence, except that it shows qualities of character, 
which influenced the conduct of Eaton at ^very 
subsequent period of his life. 

Eaton arrived at Cincinnati, with the army, on 
the 5th of May. He gives a glowing description 
of the beauty and fertility of that region, a picture, 
in some respects, contrasting wonderfally with the 
present cultivated appearance of that populous and 
wealthy part of the country. " 

During Eaton's connexion with the western 
axtnjy which continued till February, 1794, he was 
en^ged in several skirmishes, and participated in 
the erection of Fort Recovery. Having Hi this^time 
obtained leave of absence, he returned to Brim^ 
field, by the way of Philadelphia. The following 
June; Tie engaged agdn.ih the recruiting service at 
Springfield, by request of the secretary of war> and 
continued in it until .1795, when he was ordered to 
Georgia. He embarked at Philadelphia, with his 
troops, on the 1st of December, and encountered 
a violent storm on the voyage, accompanied with 
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thunder and lightnmg, which be commemorated 
m a Series of heroic verses, more remarkable for 
sounding words than poetic diction,, addressed to 
Mrs, Eaton. He arrived safely at Savannah on 
the 26th of the month, and proceeded thence to 
the station at St. Mary's to report himself tP the 
commanding ojEcer, Lieutenant-Colonel Henry 
Oaiiher. Captain Eaton's time and labor were 
immediately devoted to the building dF a fort at 
Coleram, which he called Fort Pickering ; " not, 
howevei'," says be, " that I might satirize a good 
man, by erecting his monument in the miid." 
The object of the force at St. Mary's was to 
establbh a trading factory, to hold in check the 
Indians and Spaniards, and to repress any violence 
on the part of disorderly citizens of Georgia, to- 
wards the inhabitants of Florida. In May of this 
year, commissioners arrived, on the part of the 
United States, to negotiate a treaty with the Cfeek 
Indians, which they effected in the June 'following, 
and thus accomplished the main object f(»r which 
the troops had been marched to that station. 

While Eaton was engaged at this place, a mis- 
understanding grew up between him and Cofonel 
Gaither, the commandant, which led to the arrest 
ajftd trial of the former by a court-martial. This 
trial is of som6 consequence^ because an attempt 
was made at the trial of Colonel Burr, in Rich- 
mond, to set aside the testnaony of Eaium, fot rea' 
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sons drawn from these proceedings* Upon a review 
of all the evidence now to be had in the case« 
there can be but little doubt that Eaton was the 
object of unjust and hjBirsh treatment from his com- 
mandant. It is very likely that Eaton's mannem 
v^ere oSensive and impetuous, and that his mode 
o^ discharging the duties of his office was any 
thing but conciliating to Colonel Gaither. ^aptaiti 
Eaton was an^ested in August, thojagh he had 
t\pce, befiure that time, demanded, in writing,, 2^ 
court of in<piiry, and once verbally, for die pur- 
pose of showmg th^ the reports circulated to bin 
disadvantage were withoujt foundation, To tbis 
privilege be was legally entitled; but thp granting 
of it ^d not suit the. object of Cdopel Gaijftier^ 
The court-martial consii^ted of five meinbprs, one 
ms^r^ two captains, an4 two ensign^s, all of wfaQ^a, 
excepting ,the presideiit, were inferior in rank to 
Eaton. The tri|d l^isted more tl^an a feriigi^t, ^ 
^nd every effi>rt^ivas made to crush th^ charapt^r 
of the pia30Q^r. ^e was^Qbarged with qp§Qu}ai^ 
on the mon under his command ; with detainipg^ia 
his hai^ds bouf^ money, "and paying tbemi in 
goods at an advanced price; with seffing^piiblio 
Qom» and allowing the public l^rses. pply two 
quarts per day ; with disobedieoice of ofidem ;. with 
liberating a soldier, who bful been cl^urg^d wiU^ 
causiqg tbQ death of anothex, and tearing in pioo^ 
the charge in a. con>ai»pf»ioua maffopp-; and witti 
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diefirauding the troops under his command of rations 
diie to them, which were never accounted for tcT 
the- men. To these charges Eaton made a long 
and elaborate reply, which he afterwards transmit- 
xled to the secretary of state, Colonel Pickering. 
His defence is minutef and able. It is character- 
ized by rude, fierce, and sometimes by figurative 
language, that rises to eloquence. He is not 
sparing of^invective, and does not hesitate to 
charge his enemies with the basest motives. The 
fcrigili of the commandant'^ hostility to him he 
expressly attributes to that officer's resentment for 
his reilisal to purchase lands held by Gaither in th^ 
** Yazoo (Sriants," and obtained in a manner which 
Eaton openly reprobated. He charges upon him, 
dso, a close connexion with a person owning large 
tracts in the vicinity of the post, and that the place 
had been selected with a view to gainful specula- 
tions, though wholly unsuitable for a mihtary sta- 
tion or a trading factory, for reasons specifically 
detailed. The truth of the latter charge rests not 
on the crecBbility of Eaton's declaration alone ; for 
En^gn Thompson, a member of the court-martial, 
positively asserts, that fee commandant had "or- 
dered Eaton to make no report^, although the 
secretary of war had given mstruction that he 
sfacmld." Eaton obeyed the instructions of the 
secretary, and, as his reports were unfavorable W 
flie private wishes of Colonel Gaither and hH 
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friends, the sacrifice of the subordinate seems to 
have been resolved upon, as a necessary measure 
for the protection of their pecuniary interests, . 

The tejQor of EatcHi's defence is too bold and 
uncompromising for a man conscious of guilt ; and 
the testimonies to his excellent conduct, by the 
people in the neighborhood of his station, forbid the 
supposition that Colonel Gaither's charges were 
fckinded in truth. The court-martial, also, seem to 
have felt the force of bis arguments ; for, though 
a majority were decidedly hostile, and evei^' eSart 
was made during five months preceding the trial to 
collect testimony against him, they yet sentenced 
him merely to two months' suspension from com* 
mand. The proceedings of the court-martial were 
sent to the commandant for his approval ; but, in- 
stead, of acting upon their decision, as it was his 
duty to do, he arbitrarily imprisoned EatcMi in 
Fort Pickering, despatched the proceedings of the 
cour| to the secretary of war, and ordered Eatcm, 
afrer a month's confinement, to the seat of govern- 
ment. The sentence was not^confirmed. Eaton 
was told, on application to the secretary, that his 
standing m the arpaywas not changed. 

In January, 1797, Eaton returned to Brimfidd, 
^nd remained there until the foUowmg sunlmer* 
In July he was commissioned by the secretary of 
state to execute the orders of a committee of 
Congress, appointed to prqcure information relative 
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to Blount's conspiracy. Under jthis confidential 
commission, he was ordered to -proceed to New 
York, and secure the person of Dr. Nicholas 
Rbmayne, with his papers. Eaton executed this 
order with the greatest promptitude, havihg brought 
the prisoner to Philadelphia in less than two days 
after his departure firom that city^ >On his return 
fi'om this expedition, he received the appointment 
of American consul in Tunis ; but, previous to 

.his departure for the place of his destination, he 
was charged with despatches for Mr. Gerry, then in 
Cambridge, and on the point of sailing for France. 
Having delivered- them with' punctuality, he re- 
visited Brimfield, where he passed the autumn. 
In the winter he made a journey to Ohio, and 
returned m the following March. * He i:emained 
at home firom that time till the 12th of November^ 
when he receivjad notice firom the secretary of 
state, that the vessels destmed for Algiera were 

j^ady to sail. He accordingly took leave of his 
femily, and arrived at the seat of government on , 
the 18th of the same month. Fr6m this time the 
most important period of General Eaton's public 
life commences. He Was placed in a station, 
which gave an ample scope to the energy of his^ 
vigorous character, apd to his love of strange ad- 
ventures. * The theatre of his action henceforth 
was in a barbarous country, the distance and char- 
acter of which lend a romantic charm to hb way 
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of life and his singular achievements ; though the 
remoteness of the scene has contributed to throw 
his real claims upon the memoty of his country- 
men mtp obscurity. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Eaton embarks for Algiers^ — His Arrival there^ 
and P-resentation at Court, — Departure for 
Tunis, — He is delayed by contrary Winds. — 
Arrival at Timis, and Reception by Famin. — 
Friendly Warning of the British Con^L 

Mb. Eaton anbarked on board the jtfnited 
States brig Sophia, bouad tp Algiers, on the 22d 
of December, 1798, The Sophia sailed in com- 
pany with the Heroy the Hassan Bashaw, the 
Skjoldabrandy and the Lela Eisha, all destined by 
the Ui^ted States as payment of stipulations and 
arrearages due to the Dey of Algiers. The 
Sophia had a passage of thirty-six days from the 
Capes of Delaware to the Bay of Algiers^ where 
she arrived on the 9th.of February, 1799. James 
L. Cathcart, the United States consul at Tripoli, 
had taken passage in the same vessel. E9,ton and 
Cathcart wsuted immediately on Mr. O'Brien, t|ie 
Consul-General of the United States for the Bar- 
bary coast, and remained with hin^ until Inarch. 
On the 22d of February they were pres^flted at 
the palace, the armed vessdis having been ()#vered 
to the Regency a few days previously. vThe fc4- 
lowing extract from Eaton's joumd give^ ?f pithy 

account of the ceremonies on that occasion. 

R 
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'^February ^W>— Consul O'Brien, Cathcart, 
and myself, Captain Geddes, Smith, Penrose, Ma- 
ley, proceeded from the American )iouse to the 
courtyard of the palace, uncovered our heads, 
entered the area of the hall, ascended a winding 
ma^e of five Rights of, stairs, to a narrow dark 
entry, leadmg to a contracted apartment, of about 
twelve by eight feet, the private audience room. 
Here we took off our shoes, and, entering the cave 
(for so it seemed) with small apertures of light 
with iron grates, we were shown to a huge shaggy 
beast, sitting on bis rump, upon a low benchy cov- 
ered with a cushion of embroidered vdvet, with his 
hind legs gathered up like a tailor or a bear. On 
our approach to him, he reached out his fore paw 
as if to receive something to eat. . Our guide ex- 
claimed, * Kiss the Dey's hand ! ' The Consul- 
General bowed very elegantly, and kissed it, and 
we followed his examjrie in succes^oh. -The 
miintal seemed^ at that moment, to be in a harmless 
mode; he grinned several times, but made very 
litde noise. Having performed this ceremony, 
and standing a few moments in silent agony, we 
had leave to take our shoes aad other property, 
and leave the den, without any other injury than 
tiie humility [humiliation] of bemg obliged, in tUs 
involuntary manner, to violate the second com- 
mand of Grod, and oflfend common decency.'' 

On the 2nd of March, Eaton sailed from Algiers 
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tx Tuius, but was forced by contraiy winds into 
the Bay of BIserta. Here he went on shore, and 
sent a coiirier by land with a letter to Azulai, a 
Jewish merchant of Tunis, requesting him to pro- 
vide a house with suitable accommodaticms, that 
should be ready on his arrival. He was unable to 
reembark until the 10th, on account of the surf, 
caused by a strong wind blowing into the mole, 
ai)d a current settii^ out ; in die mean time he 
accepted the hospitality of Stei)hen Decoster, an 
Itatian, and luting vice-c(Hisul for the Emperor, 
Hcdlfuod, and Ragusa. ^ On the 12th, the >%?Aia 
oame to alichor in the Bay of Tunis. The. ship's 
papers we^ immediately exhibited to the Aga of 
die marine, who promised to send the necessary 
infomation to the Bey. On the 14di, permission 
was received £rom the Bey tp go on shore, ^oid 
they proceeded immediately in a barge to the 
city. As no hous^ had as yet been provided, 
they took up their abode for the present with M. 
Famin, a Frenchman, who had heretc^re been 
the agent of the United States at Tunis. The 
flags of the different European nations at peace 
with the Regency were hoisted at the consular 
houses, and the aft^mOon of the same day was 
spent m receiving visits* Mr. Eaton was cautioned, 
immediately on his arrival, against placing any 
confidence in M. Famin. The British consul in- 
timated, that Famin was a dangerous personage, 
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and that Eaton's situation was a very critical one. 
He advised the American consul to unite caution 
and^rmness in the negotiation^ and told him, ^^ that 
the Bey was a man of acute discernment, and 
generally of fair dealing, but that he was vain 
and avaricious." 

Being thus forewarned, both of the character 
of the Bey, and of the French agent of the United 
States, Eaton had his first interview on the 15th. 
As the immediate business, which he had to dis- 
cuss with the government of Tunis, grew put of 
an article, in a treaty negotiated by M. Famin on 
the part of th6 United States, which article had 
been rejected by the Senate, it will be proper to 
give some account of the disputed stipulation, be- 
fore proceeding to the diplomatic intercourse of 
Mr. Eaton with .that regency. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Treaty negotiated by Famin.-^^ Article ryect' 
ed by the Senate. — Stij^lations. — Other 
Articles objected to. j— histructions of Mr. 
Secretary PicJcering to the American Consuls. 
— Lvterviews of' Eaton with the Bey, find 
Negotiations with his Ministers. 

Joseph Etienne Famin, who is mentioned in 
the preceding chapter, had been employed by 
Joel Barlow, Consul-General of the United Stat^ 
for the Barbary Powers, as American agent in 
Tunis. He had conpluded die negotiation of a 
treaty of peace and friendship between the United 
States and the Bey and government of Tunis, in 
August, 1797, which was laid* before the Senate 
in the Marcih of the following year* The treaty 
was ratified, with the exception of the fourteenth 
article, which related tp, the duties oa mer- 
chandise, to be redprocally paid by the citizens 
and subjects of the. parties in their respective 
ports. The article objected to by the Senate, 
was expressed as ibllows. * • 

'^The dtizgnsof the United States of Ameri- 
ca, who shall transport mto the kingdom of Tunis 
the merchandbe of, their country in 4he ' vessek of 

R3 
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tbeir natioD, shall pay three per cent duty. Such 
as may be laden by such cidzens under a foreign 
flag, coming from the United States or ebewhere, 
shall pay ten per cent duty. Such as may be 
laden by foreigners on board of American vesseb, 
coming from any place whaterer, shall also pay 
ten per cent duty. If any Tonisian merchant 
wishes to carry merchandise from his country, 
onder any flag whateirer, into the United States 
o[ America, and oil his own account, he shall pay 
three per cent duty." 

The Senate resolved, " that it be recommended 
to the President of the United States, to enter 
into a £^dly negotiation with the Bey and gov* 
emment of Tunis, on the subject of the smd arti- 
cle, so as to accommodate the provision hereof 
to the existing treaties of the United States with 
other nations." 

Although the Senate ratified the treaty, with 
the Exception of the abovecited article, there 
were stipulations in others, which were feutid ob- 
jectionable, and of which the American agents 
were instructed by the Secretary of State to ob- 
tain modifications. Article eleventh provided, that 
a barrel of gunpowder should be given to thcf gov- 
ernment of Tfinis, for every gun fired in saluting 
American ships of war ; and article twelfth, that 
**the subjects or citizens of the two nations shdl 
be protected by the government, or commandants, 
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of the places where they may be, and not by the 
other aatboiities of the country," and stipulated 
fieirther, that the government of Tunis might com- 
pel an American captain to put his vessd into its 
service, at such freight as the goyemment itself 
should prescribe. 

The Secretary of State instructed Messrs. 
O'Brien, Eaton, and Catbcart to procure, if pos- 
sible, a change of the three articles in <piestion 
into the foUowing forms. ^ 

Abticle XI. — " When a vessel erf war of 
one of the parties shall enter a port of the other ^ 
in which there is a fcnrtification, she shall be saluted 
with fifteen guns; which salute the vessel of war 
shall return, gun for gun." 

Article XII. — (First part bb before.) — 
^^ The subjects and citizens -of the two nations, re- 
spectively shall be protected in the places inhere 
they may be, by the officers of the government 
there existbg ; but, on failure of such protection, 
and for redress of every injiury, the party may re- 
sort to the chief authority in each oountry, by 
whom adequate protection and complete justice 
shall be rendered." 

^^ In case the government of Tunis shall have 
need ot ^n American vessel for its service, such 
vessel being within the Regency, (and not previ- 
ously engaged,) the government shall have the 
preference, on its paying the same fireight as the 
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Tunisian merchants usually pay for the same ser- 
ince, or at the like rate, if the service be ivithout 
a customary precedent'* The words in the pa- 
renthesis to be omitted, if objected to. 

Article XIV. — "All vessels belcaiging to 
the citizens and inhabitants of the United States 
shall be permitted to enter the different ports of 
the kingdom of Tunis, and fireely trade with the 
subjects and inhabitants thereof^ on paying the 
usual duties that are paid by all other nations at 
peace with the Regency • In IBke manner all ves- 
sels belonging to the subjects and inhabitants of 
the kingdom of Tunis shall be permitted to enter 
the different ports of the Umted States, and freely 
trade with the citizens and inhabitants thereof, on 
paying the usual duties ttiat^ are psud by aU other 
nations at peace with the United States." 

Or the following form, if preferred. 

" The commerce of the citizens and inhabitants 
of the United States with the kingdom of Tunis, 
and of the subjects and ' inhabitants of the. king- 
dom of Tunis with the United States, shall be on 
the footing of the most fstvcnred nations, for the 
time being respectively." ' . . . 

The Secretary instructed the American agents 
also to offer the Tunisian government a sum of 
money in liea of the naval and military stores, 
stipulated to be delivered at Tunis, ^ by the United 
States. The estimjated value of these stores^ at 
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Ti^uSy was thirty-five thoiisa*i-<lollars. The 
agents were authorized to increase the sum to one 
hundred thousand dollars, if absolutely necessary. 
JSut if the delivery of the stores should be finally 
insisted on, ai?d the alteration of the fourteenth ar- 
ticle refused without ^ additional stipulation, they 
were to offer five thousand dollars in cash. If 
more should be required, and the alternative were 
an immediate war, they were instructed to go 
as far. as ten thousand dollars. If this should be 
unsatisfactory, the matter was' to be referred to 
the Amencan government. They were further 
jautborized.to offer, mstead of the present of naval 
and military stores^ a cruiser, not exceeding twenty- 
two guns, six-pounders, either to be built for the 
purpose, or one already belonging to the United 
States. ' , 

If the agents found their efforts ineffectual to 
secure the continuance of peace, they were di* 
rected to keep the negotiation pending as long as 
possible, and to despatch letters to the Consul- 
General at Algiers, to the American consuls in all 
the ports of the Mediterranean sea, and to the 
ministers in Spain and Portugal, in order that ef- 
fectual measures might be taken to secure Ameri- 
can vessels fi'om the perils of anticipated war. 

The stipulations in M. Famin's treaty, -whose 
objectionable character rendered this negotiation 
necessary, Mr. Barlow declared were not compre- 
hended in the first project of the treaty transmit- 
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ted to him In Api:!l ; and the insertion of the 14th 
article was accounted for on the ground, that M. 
Famin, being a merchant, might derive important 
advantages from a direct trade with the United 
States. The Bey and his government were prob- 
ably led to agree to it, either in order to favoi^ the 
project of the agent, or to make it the mstrument 
of extorting new concessions from the government 
of the United States, who, they imagmed, would 
be willing to pay ah additional sum of money to 
have it expunged. The hostile attitude assmned 
by France towards the United States was well 
known to Famin, from M. Herculais, the princi- 
pal agent of that nation in BarbaiT;, by whom he 
was' first recommended to Mr. JSarlow. This 
circumstance might have rendered him a will- 
ing accomplice in thwarting thei interests of the 
United States. 

He had, however,^ been promised the Amer- 
ican consulate at Tunis, by Mr. Barlow^' if he 
succeeded in making a treaty widi that power ; 
contrary to the policy adopted by our govern- 
ment, of appointing none but American citizens 
to that important office, in any of the Barbary 
States. But his influence with the Sapitapa, or 
Keeper of the Seals, whose agent he was for all 
prizes brought in by that officer's corsairs, and 
his power to mjure the interests of the United 
States, made it important to avoid giving him bf 
fence, and, if possible;, to conciliate his friendship. 
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To compensate, therefore, the ^di^ppcmitaient he 
might feel in being superseded by the appointment 
of another, Eaton was authorized to offer him, on 
the part of the United States, for iis services in 
negotiating, first a truce, and afterwards a treaty of 
peace, two thousand dollars, a. sum eqmvalent to 
the consular salary for one year ; and to promise 
him, still further, a handsome present,, in case of 
a successful issue to the final negotiation. . 

It ha^ been already stated, that Eaton, had his 
interview mth the Bey on the 15th oi^ March, 
being conducted to the palace and introduced by 
Famin. After the ceremony of delivering cre- 
dentials, and kissing the hands bf^the Bey, coffee 
was brought in, and the conversation commenced. 
He began at once to complain, that he bad not 
been informed that the American vessel was a 
vessel of ^war, that she might have received the 
customary salute ; and that the bu^ess of the 
agency had not been introduced to him by his 
ministers, without the intervention of a Jew ; and 
' that the stipulated present of naval and miUtary 
stores, though expqpted a. year before, had not 
yet been delivered. To the first part of the 
complaint, the ^nsul replied, diat he was unac- 
quabted with the custom ; '* and to the last, that 
the treaty had been received by the American 

• The consul here gave a diplomatic version of the 
true reason, which was, that the salute would have cost 
the United States ah^t eight hundred doQars. . 
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government only eight mcmths belbHre, when ^ the 
plague was raging; and when that ceased, the win- 
ter had closed the harbors \^ith ice; that all the 
means of the country were needed to defend her 
against the depredations of France, with whom 
she was at war; that the American government 
had objectled to several stipulations in the treaty, 
and, when these should be altered, every exertion 
would be made to fulfil the obligations on their 
part. 

The articles and amendments, above explained^ 
were then pointed out to the Bey, and he was 
informed by the American agents, as a proof of 
the good faith of their governnpient, that they 
were authorized to stipulate for the payment of 
an equivalent in cash. The Bey replied, in sub- 
stance, that he had cash enough, and to spare; 
but that the stores were peculiarly necessary to 
him at this time, and that the United States had 
found no difficulty in fulfilling their engagements 
with Algiers and Tripoli. It was offered in ex- 
planation, that the American government had 
agreed to . furnish the Dey of Alters certain 
armed vessels, for which he was to pay cash; 
that no difficulty had been fojand in fulfilling this 
contract, because the vessels carried with them 
their oWn means of defence. He intimated a 
doubt, as w^n he. might, of the Dey of Al^prs 
having pakl ' the cash, and abruptly asked M. 
"^'»min, why he had hoisted the colors of t*^« 
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UDited States, if the treaty had iiot been ra^ed, 
nniough Famin declared he had received orders 
fix>[n the government/ the American consuls assured 
the Bey that no such orders had b^en given, nor 
would be, until the ratificaticm of the treaty, which 
^would take place as soon as the few objectionable 
particulars had heen adjusted, wh^ despatches 
would be sent directly homeland theobligaUons of 
the American agent be at once acknowledged and 
- psud. The Bey pettishly said, " It cost you but 
-little to have your flag hoisted; it will cost you 
less to have it takeii down/' and insisted on the 
presents as -a condition of peace. The consuls 
pointed out the danger of risking' stores, which were 
contraband of war, in the Mediterranean, covered 
as it was with Fr^ch and Spanish ^war-boats. 
They {proposed, therefore, according to the in- 
structions of the Department df State, to furnish 
the Be^ wiA" a cruber,.of equal value with the 
presents, provided he. acceded to the required 
altera^ns in the treaty. Taking a hint from this 
proposition, the Bey declared, that he should ex- 
pect an armed vessel gratijutoiisly, when the busi- 
tness was settled. But be was prompdy told to 
expect nothing of the kind ; that the Americans 
had work enoygh for their navy in defending their 
commerce from the aggressions of France, and 
that it was ctfily to prevent the loss, of property in 
such a ipanner as would strengthen the bands of the 
" VOL. IX. 13 S 
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common enemy, and to ccnxvmce him <^ the honor 
of the American goVbrmnent, that the proposal i^ 
been made of substituting m armed jressel for the 
naTal and military stores. Fincfing the occa^<xi 
un&vorable to his views, the Bey postponed the 
discussion, and dismissed the ccmsuls, with an in- 
junction to 'make their comanmieations to him 
directly, or through his mmisters, and not through 
the medium of a Jew. A few mom^ts after they 
had retired into^the area of the palace, the Sapi- 
tapia mfermed them, that the Bey would jreceiye 
diem again on Sfonday. ' , - 

On the 15th, Mr. Cathcart attempted to go on 
board the ship, for the purpose of departing to the 
place of his destination, but was cfetained at the 
Goletta'all night. He was hospitaUy entertsdned, 
by an old engineer, in the service of the Bey, 
who cautfoned him not to trust in the honesty of 
Famin, and declared that all the foreign consuls 
regarded him as a sp;^, and that he was graerally 
beheved to have furnished the government of 
Tunis mth pretexts for demands upon the tributa- 
ry nations, for which he received a l»x>kerage. 
These hints of the character of Famin coincided 
with the statements of the British consul* , 

The American agents had an interview with the 
plenipotentiary of AlgTers, who offered them bis 
friendship, advised them to move with caution and 
perseverance, and encouraged them to hope for a 
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fii^orable issue of the negodatioii. The govern- 
ment of Algiers exerted d commanding influence 
ovet the Regency of Tunis, by reason of its raperi- 
mty in turms and resources; but it was neither safe 
. nor prudent for any Christian nation to employ the 
mediation d* Algiers in negotiations with Tunis^ 
01^ account of the natural kindness existing be- 
tweeo two kmdred hordes of pirates. The Amer- 
icansj therefore, were not forward to enter into 
confidential relaticms with the Algerine diplomatist, 
and cont^ited themselv^ witli a statement of the 
general bearing of their affiurs. 
, On the l8th, another interview was held with 
the Bey, at which the objectionable articles and 
the proposed amendments^ were laid before him. 
He sttd, that he was not tenackms of the article in 
its present shape, and was willing to alter the duty 
to six, ten, or an hundred per cent, provided the 
United States would make it reciprocal and de- 
mand no partial privileges. The substitute, before 
cited, to the effect that the commercial intercourse 
between Tunis and the United States should be 
on^the footing of the most favored nation, respec- 
tively, was proposed. The B^y replied, that he 
could not agree to this,, until he knew what the 
duties paid in the United States were. In his 
ports the duties paid by the most favored nations 
were three per cent ad valorem, by r valuation 
taken in 1753; and many articles had risen six 
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hundred per cent in value siace that time. This 
arrangement had been fixed by a treaty with 
France,. and had been adopted as a rule for other 
motions. But the proposed substitute might ex- 
pose his subjects to the payment of any duty the 
government of the United Stated saw fit to impose, 
with the smgle restriction, that it should not ex- 
ceed the duties paid by the most favored nation. 
He therefore proposed to fix the duty at ten per 
cent, respectively, his subjects having the liberty 
of carrymg their metchandise, under any colon 
whatever. The propositicm, however, was inad- 
missible, and the further consideration of the cuti- 
cle was postponed to the next day. 

The first clause of the lunendmept to the twelfth 
article was then introduced and no ejection was 
offered to it by the Bey. The second clause in 
the same article, the Bey declared had been mis- 
construed or badly translated fix)m the c»riginal ; that 
it was intended to apply to^ cases of emergency 
only, when he had occasion to send vessels to the 
Levant, or other ports in the Mediterranean, but 
was not meant to extend to vessels of war or of the 
government. He was told, that the demand, even 
with this explanation, was not conceded, to any 
nation on jes^h. It was not teciprocal ; and would 
injure both the American commerce and his own, by 
turning American merchantmen fixim their course, 
and by deterring the vessds firom his ports. The 
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following modification was proposed ; ^^ If^ in case 
of emergency the. government of Tunis should 
have need of ajii American vessel to facilitate de- 
spatches to any port in the Mediterranean^ such 
Vessel being within the Regency, and not a vessel 
of war, nor belonging to the government of the 
United States, may be compelled to perform such 
service, on receivmg a pajntnent sufficient to indem- 
nify the ^oxvners and others concerned for such 
service and detention." This was agreed <o; and 
the Bey passed to the delay of the United States 
m fcrwarding the presents. The reasons for this 
delay were te^stated, and the obstacles, interposed 
by the constitution/of the United States were ex- 
plained* The compact .was not complete, because 
the Senate had not ratified it, and therefore the 
government were neither obliged nor authorized to 
'forward the presents ; no provision would be made 
for this purpose, until the treaty should be amend- 
ed apd ratified, at which time the govCTEtment 
would promptly fulfil all their engagements. 

After a ihoment's pause, the Bey replied, "To- 
morrow ! you have stayed till my dinner is getting 
cold ; come to-morrow at eleven o'clock." 

Another interview was accordingly held on the 
19th, at the palace. Th^ Bey touched upon the 
twelfth article again, and ordered his secretary to 
insert hb explanation of the first clause in the origi- 
nal ; but he' pretended, that he did not mean to 

S2 
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have the i second altered, according to the under* 
standing of the Americans, and ordered his secre- 
tary to alter the original, so that it should hot be 
limited to couriers, in case of emergency, but. 
might extend to the freight of a merchant vessel^ 
when a cargo was to be sent to, or brought from^ 
any port in the Mediterranean. It was replied, 
that, if the alteration should be confined to couri- 
ers in ci^es of emergency, and for the immediate 
service of the government,' the United States 
might possibly consent; to it, but never would in 
its present form, or, if they should, American mer- 
chantm^ would never enter hfs ports. The Bey 
affected great indifference in his reply, and de- 
clared, that the United States might reject it, or 
send it back, if they did not like it in its present 

He then resumed the condderation of the finur- * 
teenth article, repeated what he Had said the ^y 
before, and strongly urged the definite settlement 
of the duty, agreeing to a reciprocity. He Vm 
told, that the duties could not be exactly defined, 
because the power of lapng duties on imports was 
vested in the Congress of the United States. The 
substituted article allowed him the privileges.which 
w6re granted to the, best friends of the country, 
and permitted him to impose on American goods 
the sdme duties, that he im|)osed on those of the ' 
most favored nations. It was positively declanMl, 
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that the^urticle must be altered, or the negotiatioQ 
was at an end, and the expectation of presents 
must be abandoned. Turning to the eleventli arti- 
cle, he inquired what alteration was demanded in 
that. " Strike out the harrel- of powder for each 
gun, and reduce the number to fifteen.'' This he 
deelmed, but ofifered to gender the terms of the 
article reciprocal by impomg the same duty <m 
Tunisian vessels in American ports. - -^ 

As this was abready implied by die phrasing of 
the translation, he was told, that they would not 
iagree to It, that although the expense would be 
but trifling, the demand was humifiatihg'to us and 
not very honorable to him. "However trifling," 
was his reply, " it tnay appear to you, to me it is 
, important. Rfteen barrds of powder vrill furnish a 
cruiser, which may capture a prize and net me one 
hundred thousand dollars." He was told, that 
both justice ^and. honor would forbid the United 
States acceding to the demand. "You consult 
your honor,", ssdd he, " I my interest ; but, if you 
wish to save your honor in this instance, give me 
fifty barrels of powder annually, and I will comment 
to the alteration." This proposition was promptly 
and peremptorily declined. Upon which, turning to 
the Sapitapa, he said, "These people are Cheri- 
beenas;* they are so hard, there is no dealing 
whh them." It was urged, that the United States 

* Merchants firom the confines of Persia^ 
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had made great sacrifices to obtain a peace, c^hich 
was likely to be useless. The graspmg barbarian 
replied, that friends usually made good their pro?, 
fessions by something bietter thim words; but he 
was stnswered, that Inendsthipwas r^biprocal, and, 
m busmess of this nature, w^s wholly out of the 
question ; that, in equity, he would find it hard to 
justify his claims upc^ those who had never in- 
jured him, and who bad been treated as enemies, 
though they had never been at war with him. 
" You will be pleased to consider> also, that you 
have never been at peace; and if it be, no favor, 
to have, a firee navigation into the Mediterranean, 
why do you ask it ? " It was proposed to expunge 
the eleventh article altogether. He agreed tha\ it 
should be done, and that no salute should be fired 
without being demanded; upon which he rose, 
without ceremony, andj as he was^ leaving the 
apartment^ he was asked, if he had resolved upon 
any Aing respecting the fourteenth article. " I '11 
think of it," said he; "there are other people tq be 
consulted. Yqu will call the day after to-^morrow.'* 
After the Bey's departure, the Sapitapa suggest- 
ed to Mr. . Cathcart, that the Bey might be induced 
to alter the article by a private present, Iwlt that 
the article relative to the powder, must stand. 
Upon consulting a few moments, the agents re- 
plied, that a gratuity might be. expected on. the 
successful issue of the negotiation, ^ut ^no stipuk- 
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tion to that effect Would be made ; that the^ United 
States had formed a good opinion of the ability 
and integrity of the Bey of Tunis, and it was 
hoped the opinion wouli} be confinned ; that his 
mfluence woidd prob&bly have great weight with 
the Bey, and any friendly offices he might render 
would not be forgotten. He replied, to the intent^ 
that he was favorably disposed to the American 
cause, and whatever influence be possessed, should 
be at their service. 

On Thursday, the 21st, the American agents 
attended at thci palace again, but no interview was 
held, as the Bey was engaged mth letters from 
the East. On the.follo^raig day, howeveir, the 
sui^edt was again taken up,4nd the Bey, reverting 
to the fourteenth article, reiterated his proposition 
to estaUish the duty at ten, twenty, or even one 
hundred -per cent, ad vaTorem; or, if they could in- 
form him what duties were paid by other nations in 
Ameri6dn ports, he would determine whether the 
interests of his subjects would permit him to re- 
ceive their terms. He was answered, that the 
duties paid in America were vurious and fluctuat- 
ing, and that any further discussion on this pohst 
would be a usieless waste erf* time. Hie proposition 
made by them was, to place the Tunisians on the 
same ground; as to commercial privileges/ with the 
most favored nations for the time being; and, as 
dM ^nisiaa merchants would rarely if ever send 
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goods to America, tbe terms wUch be migedy coidd 
not be of much importance to him or his suli^ects. 
But tbe Bey assured th^n^ that, as mai^iad if ere 
becixmng mote enligbteaed, he hoped be should 
qend ma&y vesseb there before long. It was still 
insisted, th^t tbe Tunisians should no^ be admitted 
to privileges not granted to any other natidn, even 
at ^fae .risk of war. The Bey was asbed^ if any 
indiieeai^At would prevail on luiia to mske tbe 
proposed alterations in the treaty ^ to wlfich be 
replied in tbe negative, and- proposed a substkute, 
to the ejfect, that the dtizeos of the- tTnhed States 
aboald have liberty to •enter the po^ts of Tunis 
on condi^on of paying a duty equal to duit paid 
by Tunisian tradetiB to the United States ;^ii|iie 
DBOOths being allowed to obta^ the oeeessaiy io^ 
£)nziatifHi, and three per cent only being ^paid in 
the mean time; »Btd ihat the sufojeels of the kipg- 
jdom of Tunis should be admit^d^to the ports of 
the Unk^d States, on paying tl^e dMty usipUy^paid 
by the most&vored n^tiim. 

The eleventh article,' I»6acriUi% the <)oa(SlioQB 
of a mutual saliit^ was agam discussed, aisd tbe klr 
l/9wing^terms were 6i;»ally Bgmed upon^; ^^ Wh^ a 
vessel of w^ of one of the. parties shall enter a 
pcMTt of tl^ <^ber, and demaiwl to be saluted, Cbare 
s}iall be pud one boretof powdi^ ioit each gm 
demanded for the salute ; Utt, 'i£ the demand be 
net made fay tbe eoosul on the pait qf tbs( Uniftid 
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States, or by ^e commandant of the vessel <xi the 
part of the kingdom of Tunis, no salate shall be 
given, nor payment demanded for the salute." 

It was proposed to send a cruiser instead of 
the stipulated stores. The Bey replied, that one 
cn^ser was not enough^ and that it would be a 
very good thing to compliment him with a cruiser 
in addition to the stipulated presents. This was of 
cpurse declined ; and the Gommis»oners witlnilrew 
to the apartment of- the Sapitapa, to have the 
idterations now agreed upon inserted. in the origi- 
nal. 'The oeoasion was seized by the Sapitapa, 
to demand a present fcr the Bey,^ tiie demnul 
gave, rifle to a little sbarp-shootmg, in which the 
agents 1^ Uie best of the argument, but the Sa^ta* 
pa sliowed the mostpa^sioQ. lliey separated, and 
the next Monday was appointed foir another inter- 
view. This,* however, did luH take 'place vmtil 
Tuesday, when the Sapitapk renewed bis demand 
of a preset fixr the Bey. It was cfvaded.on Ae 
plea, that Anwricans vme no^ Admitted to the 
fgrivilegef ^all other natkms, and ought not there- 
fore to be subjected to the 'SUDoe usages,, and. no 
{Nropantion of jthis kii^d would be admitted.- But 
Fattki jHret^ded to iifve a .letter of Mr. Bar^ 
kyw's, JDflOnicting Inm to msike provirion for i3m 
demand. T^e. &pt was denied, and the letter was 
not piodoeed; on the tdbttary, it was iedaxed^ 
that the ^erban goyemmeiit would never yieU 
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to the demand. " Then/' exc^dmed die Saj^ta- 
pa, " you may write to your government, that you 
have a truce, but not a peace, with Tunis." An 
angry controversy followed, which ended in>an 
agreement to send home to the American govern- 
ment a note, drawn up by the Sapitapa^ contain- 
kig an invcnce of the articles fiimished by Spain oa 
a similar occasion, with the assurance, however, 
that no notice would be taken of it. 

On the 37th a note, was received from the 
secretary, dictated by the Sapitapa, ik^isting upon 
the payment of the claim, on the alteration of the 
treaty. Eatqq answered it on the 29th, r^quest- 
ing to know, what the presents were, which were 
usually given on such occasions to the Keeper pf 
the Seal and the secretary,, and alleging, that the 
treaty could nc^ be considered complete imtil now, 
and that the presents already given were in anti- 
cipaticMa of this event. TBe letter went on to 
declare, that the consul would not . govern his 
conduct by Spanish, {precedents, but perhaps the 
United States might be enabled, ta adopt tl^ 
usages of the Danes and Swed^. 

The secretary replied, adiyTor two after, that 
the treaty had been cljattged by altering and rer 
trepchmg some of the articles, and tba:elbre the 
customary presents would Jbe reguire^. ' Tl« Bey 
msisted upon receiving not only a grsituity, accordr 
ing to the memcMandum j^viously copied, bat 
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something a "little better"; and they were in- 
formed, that if these terms dissatisfied them, the 
Bey would see them at his palace, and communi- 
cate something more precise for the American 
goverament. 
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CHAPTER V 

Negotiation continued. — Influence of England. 
^^ Presents demanded by the Bey, — State- 
ment of the Articles required. — President's 
Letter to the Bey. — Difficulties removed, and 
an Accommodation effected. 

MrvCathcabt sailed on the 2d of April, 1799, 
for Tripoli, leaving Elaton to conduct the negotiation 
10 future alone. On the same day, he waited upon 
the Bey, with additional presents, to be divided 
between him and the Sapitapa; the Bey still in- 
sisted upon the present, but was told, that his 
demand could not be acceded to, and that the 
government of the United States must be con- 
sulted. "If you will not agree to it," said he, 
" you may go home, and consider void all that has 
been done." Elaton replied, that he would go, if 
there was no other alternative. " Very well," 
said he," " I give you ten days to consider the sub- 
ject ; and, if you continue in your present resolu- 
tion, you may embark in the brig, on her return 
from Tripoli, and go home." Eaton assented, 
and the Bey left the chamber in It rage. The 
conversation was continued with 'the Sapitapa, who 
asked If the articles were not manufactured in 
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America, and if America was not an old country. 
The answer in the negative surprised the learned 
minister ; but he cut the difHculty short, by say- 
ing, "The Bey must have his present ; it is indis- 
pensable." Eaton urged the minister to use his 
influence with the Bey, in persuading him not to 
insist on a present, wliich it would be impossible 
to procure, and which would leave no alternative 
but war. As he left the court, he was beset by 
the clamorous ^demands of the under officers and 
principal slaves of the palace, for money, " accord- 
ing to the usages of all other nations," on the 
reception of a new consul. 

The next day, the consul wsdted on the prime 
minister, and had another mterview with the Sa- 
pitapa, whom he found in better temper than 
on the preceding day. He pressed upon him, 
however, that the Bey had been led to expect 
something handsome, in case of admitting the 
alteration ; btit, the alteration being acceded to, 
the implied promise seemed to be forgotten. The 
consul replied, thiat the Bey must have mistaken 
his meaning, or his meaning had not been intelli- 
gibly expressed; that his letter went no farther 
than to assure him, that theUnited States would 
not follow the example of Spain, and for the best 
of reasons, because they could not ; that gold and 
diamonds were not to be had in America, nor 
anybody to work them. "What are you?" said 
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the Sapitapa, ^^a parcel of countrymen, shepherds, 
and rustics ? " " Very much so." " But you 
build ships?" "Yes." "Well, suppose you 
agree to make the Bey a present of a small, 
handsome-cruiser? " Eaton consented to consider 
this proposition, in the ten days that the Bey had 
given him to deliberate on the first, and the Sapi- 
tapa promised to use his best endeavors to facil- 
itate the measure. ^ 

The following remarks, suggested by the pre- 
ceding negotiations, are copied from Eaton's jour-, 
nal. - 

" It is hard to negotiate, where the terms are 
wholly ex parte. The Barbary courts are in- 
dulged in theiiabit of dictating their own terms of 
negotlaticHi. Even the English, aa the consul 
himself informed me, on his arrival and reception 
here, had furnished him a present in cash and 
other articles, valued in England. at seventeen 
thousand pounds sterlmg. But Tunis trembles at 
the voice ^of England. This, then, nmst be a 
political intrigHe of England, to embarrass the 
other mercantile Christian nations^ and it has 
the effect. To the United States, they beUeve 
they can dictate terms. Why should they" not? 
Or why should they believe it wiH eyer be oth- 
erwise ? They have seen nothing, in America 
to controvert this opinion. And all our talk of 
resbtance and reprisal, they view as the swagger- 
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mg of a braggadocio. They are at present seri- 
ously conceraed, through fear that the English and 
Americans are in ofiensive and defensive alliance* 
The report is current, and I have' taken ,occai»on 
to cherish it, by bemg seea frequently with the 
British consul, dining with him, and holding secret 
intercourse. But, whatever stratagem may be 
used to aid our measures, it is certain, that there is 
no access to the permanent- friendship of these 
States, without paving the way with gold or can- 
non baHs; and the proper question is. Which 
method is preferable? So long as they hdd their 
own terms, no estimate can be made of the ex- 
pense of maintaiiiing a peace. They are under 
no restraint of honor or honesty. There is not a 
scoundrel among them, from the prince to the 
muleteer, who will not beg and steal. Yet when 
I proposed ta the Sapitapa, to-day, to substitute 
money -in lieu of the present, he said the Bey had 
too high a sense of honor to receive a bribe ; he 
would receive a |>l«sent^ but it would a6Bx>nt him 
to offer him moiiey." ~ : ' _- ^ - 

How far these strictures were justified by facts., 
the reader can. judge from the s^tements in the 
finregoing pages, and a few spedmens of Tunisian 
assurance, like the following. On the 6th, old 
Mustapha Coggia returned the present Eaton had 
sent him, with a message, that he was not accus- 
tomed to receive {nreseots of lower value than tbosd 

VOL. ^. 14 T 2 
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given to the Sapitapa, who was inferior to hira 
in rank, being second minister. The venerable 
statesman was represented as excesavely angry, 
but it was intimated, that some small additions 
would soothe his passion, and make every thing 
right. The next day, the admiral entered a claim 
for a gold-headed cane, a gold watch and chain,, 
and twelve * pieces of cloth. The Aga of the 
Goletta, also, demanded the usance for the 6rst 
vessel of war coming to anchor in the bay. These 
are a small specimen of the vexatious extor- 
tions to which the American consul was perpetu- 
ally subjected. ^ 

An interview was held at the palace on the 
14th. The consul was informed, that the Bey 
had declined the proposal of a cruiser in lieu of 
the present in jewels ; upon which he again sug- 
gested a payment in cash, and o^red a round sum 
of fifty thousand dollars in full of all demands. 
But the Sapitapa answered, that the maritime and 
military presents were very rich, and peculiarly 
necessary at this time; and if two hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars were to be ofiered, the Bey 
would decline it. Eaton recapitulated the argu- 
ments against the justice of the demand, and urged 
again the impossibility of procuring the articles. 
The Sapitapa declared, that the Bey must have 
the present at any rate, and, as to himself, he must 
be complimented vdth a double-barrelled gun and 
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a gold watch-chain. Such impudence iiatur8dl]r 
enough provoked the consul's somewhat irascible 
temper. He told the diplomatic beggar, that the 
United States would find it cheaper, and better 
policy, to send a force into those seas to defend 
their commerce, than to yield to these accumu- 
lated demands* The mmister reported to the 
Bey, and the consul was introduced to his apart- 
ment. The Bey got into a passion, and rose to 
leave the hall ; but, before he went out, turned 
to Eaton, and said, " Consult your government. 
I give them six months to give me an answer, and 
to send the presents. If they come in that time, 
well ; if not, take down your flag, and go home." 

In a letter, dated July 15th, 1799, addressed to 
the Secretary of State, Eaton writes, " I have yet 
mentionjBd nothmg of fiirther attempts at a cash 
payment in lieu of the maritime and military 
stores, because no well grounded hopes were en- 
tertained of success, and because the results of 
projects some time since in operation were not 
known. 

"Interest was making with the governor of 
Porto Farina and the Sapitapa, to influence the 
Bey into the measure, atnd the prospect was con- 
sidered not wholly desperate, though not flatter- 
ing. I had assured the Sapitapa, that if he would 
procure a final settlement and discharge of all 
demands, for any sum short of ninety thousand 
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dollars, he should be entitled to reteive ten riioo- 
sand dollars, promptly, in consideration of his good 
offices. He seemed macb inclined to the avga- 
menW' 

^^On the 28th ult., he gave a dmner at his 
garden." — "In the morning- of this day, I took 
the opportunity to obtam his decided opinion jela- 
tive to the cash substitute. He gave it, that the 
project was not feasible ; said that' the Bey had 
purchased, and was purchasing, all the ammunitioti 
he could ' procure ; that he had sent- vessels to'' 
Trieste, M ahon, and Spsun, fdr maritime and mil- 
itary stores, such as he expected from America^ 
without being able to procure them* That he 
was sending to Gibraltar a&d Englsmd with the 
same views ; that the delinquency of the United 
States had occasicmed great disappointment ,' par- 
ticularly so at the present crisis. It had operated 
to retard, and indeed to defeat, plans of national 
defence -and efitefprise, the entire execution of 
which depended on these munitions of war. He 
was authorized again to declare, that no sum of 
money would-be considered equivalent to the pres- 
ents. H^ hoped, if the timber could not be pro- 
cured immediately, (for I toH him it was yet 
growing on the sources of our rivers,) that the 
guns, ammunition, pitch, tar, rosin, cordage, ai)d 
such other articles as are to be found in our mag- 
azines, would be forwarded without deky. 
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"It IS worthy of remark here, that, whUe we 
were at dinner, a body of Turks came armed to 
the garden, and ^yen into the court-yard, and 
demanded money, alleging that the govermhent^ 
having made peace with everybody, had reduced 
them to famine ; but they were resdved not to 
starve. This circumstance confirms the opinion 
heretofore advanced, ^ that they must be let loose 
upon somebody.' " 

About this time, the ^Portuguese and Sicilian 
ambassadors left Tunis, each hi^ving ccmcluded a 
truce with the Bey's government. This was an 
additional cause of alarm to the consul, and led 
him to a renewed e£fort to bring about a payment 
in cash. Accordingly, on the 4th of July, he 
waited on the Bey, and requested him to state 
what sum would satisfy his claims, and cancel his 
demands. "Ho sum whatever;, you need not 
think more of it;" was the sharp reply. The 
result of this interview was such, that Eaton con* 
sidered the ultimatum which he had been instruct* 
ed to propose, as finally rejected. He became 
convinced, that the commerce of the United States 
was marked out as the victim of Tunisian piracy. 

At the end of July, the Bey had the ii^solence 
to call on the consuls of the tributary nations re- 
siding at h'ls court, including the American, and 
demanded immediate supplies of naval stores. He 
required of the American consul to charter a ship 
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to bring out the American contribution without 
delay. After wasting three days at the palace, in 
discussion of this reiterated demand, the matter 
was dropped. The Bey was prevailed upon to 
wait until the first of January. " I have uniformly 
found the Bey,'* $ays Eaton, " a reasonable and 
accommodating man. But the Sapitapa owns* 
corsairs, and Famin is his slave ! '^ 

A farther attempt was made, early in October, 
to persuade the Bey to receive ten thousand dol- 
lars' worth of such articles as he might choose, 
ttom England, in place of the jewels, but ^thoiit 
success. He answered, that ^^ he was not a mer- 
chant; he knew nothing of the value of the pres- 
ents; they were the usance, and he should neither 
abate nor commute." Such being the condition 
of affairs, the consul thought it prudent to caution 
the other American consuls in the Mediterra- 
nean. 

. Considering it necessary to communicate infor- 
mation of the existing state of affiurs to the gov- 
ernment at home, Eaton determined to send Dr. 
Shaw, of the brig SophiOy with despatches. He 
was accordingly directed to hold himself in readi- 
ness, as early tis the 12th of October, to pfoceed 
to England, and consult with Rufus King, the 
American minister at the court of St. James ; to 
deliver him a memoranidum of the jewels demand- 
ed by the Bey, and take his instructions on the 
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mode of procuring them at the lowest price ; to 
carry a specific memorandum of the same to the 
United States, and to transmit a copy to the consul 
at Tunis. With these instructions, Dr. Shaw was 
ordered to proceed, with all convenient speed, to 
Philadelphia, the seat of government. Thb meas- 
ure received the approbation of the consul-general 
at Algiers. 

It may not be amiss to quote here a statement 
of the articles of military and maritime stores, 
stipulated in the treaty to be delivered to the 
Regency of Tunis. The document has a singular 
appedrance in these days ; but we must be content 
with the poor consolation, that other and more 
powerful nations submitted to terms even more 
humiliating. Here is the list ; . 

Eitimftted 
Value. 

96 eannon, 12 pounders, with ship carriages, $ ;L,300 

• 14 « 8 " « " « . 500 

12000 balls, from 4 to 24 pounds, . \ . . . . 2,000 

250 quintals of cannon powder, 3,750 

50 quintals of priming powder, • 750 

20 oak keel^, 50 feet long,^ 500 

500 ribs, of the fiam6, ' , 500 

60 masts, for cruisers of from 12 to 36 gtms, 2,000 
300oars, of beech, 34 feet long, ....... 300 

800 oak planks, for sheathing frigate^, ... 1,600 

5000 pine planks, of 3 inches, 5,000 

300 pieces of scantling, of 9, 10, 12, and 13 

inches, 1,200 

200 oak knees, ........ . . . 200 
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10 cables of 14 inches, and from 110 to 120 

fathoms^ • . . 2,240 

10 cables (^ 12 wches, and the /same length, l,92Cf 

19haw»er8, of 6^7, and 8 inches, ditto, ) ^-^ 

200 quintals of cordage, from 1 to 9 inches, y ' '**'^'" 

600 quintals of sheet iron, of Sweden, . . . SJ600 

200barrekoftejr, ........... 1,000 

900 • ofroem, , . . . 1,000 

200 ^ ofpiteh, ........ r . 1,000 

40 quintals c^matoh^ropey . r .^ . . . . 500 

34,360 
Con^Dgeneies, ..... 600 

Totals ....... $M,9G0 

More than one faondred thousand dollars had 
been iJready expended in the negotiations with 
Tunis, but peace was not yet secured ; and the 
above stipulated presents, with the Bey's extraor- 
dinary- demands, would amount to nearly two 
hundred thousand dollars Htore. With good rea^ 
son did Eaton urge, that the mode of treating with 
the Barbary regencies ought to be so reformed as 
to remove the impression, that weakness and fear 
had dictated the measures hitherto adopted by the 
United States. In his correspondence with the 
consuls at Algiers and Tripoli, this subject is ad- 
verted to with frequency and force ; and his rep- 
resentations to the government . at home abound 
with views, at once manly and judicious. The 
history of the subsequent intercourse between the 
United States and the Barbary powers confirms 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



WILLIAM EATON. SIT 

the truth of his predictions, and the soundness of 
his arguments, in every particular. 

The measure of sending Dr. Shaw home had 
a beneficial effect upon the dispositions of the. 
Bey's government. . It was regarded as a proof 
of a ^cere intention to fulfil the stipulations of 
the treaty ; the influence of which Eaton had oc- 
casion to observe at the next interview with the 
Saphapa. In a letter to Shaw, dated November 
4th, he says, the Sapitapa ** went into an explica- 
tion of the causes which had produced in this 
court unaccommodating dispositions towards the 
government of the United States ; the principal 
of which was, * an attempt to impose a treaty 
through the medium of Algiers. He said it was 
an indignity ofiered to the Bey, which no other 
Christian power had ever offered, and it was a re- 
sult as ineffectual as it was unprecedented. I an- 
swered him, that the government of the United 
States, unacquainted with the triie relation, which 
this llegency held with that of Algiers, had been 
seduced into that error by the intrigue of an influ- 
ential Jew house at Alters ; but, when convinced 
of the error, they had reformed their mode of nego- 
tiation ; the Bey would never again have occasion 
to imagine himself insulted from that quarter. We 
had some explanations that were personal, as they 
respected himself. The result of all which was, 
expressions of mutual confidence, and a tender of 

U 
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reciprocal services. As a pledge of his sincerity^ 
be offered to procure me a iiskery* for as much 
wheat as I pleased to ship.'' 

Another cause of this change was the Bey^s 
belief, that the Americans would send a fleet into 
the Mediterranean, as soon as a peace should be 
concluded with France. The private interest of 
the Sapitapa was also turned to account. He saw 
that the Americans would be his safest carriers to 
Spain, where he had opened an extensive com- 
merce, the ships of other nations being exposed 
to the depredations of the belligerent powers of 
Europe, or the Algerine corsairs. Eaton told him, 
that, during his residence at Tunis, propositions 
had been sent to flim by the American consul at 
Leghorn and -Barcelona, and by two American 
shipmasters, to introduce a trade there; but that, 
since diey^had been informed of the articles of 
the treaty, nothing further had been heard from 
them. He was assured, that no American mer- 
chantman would voluntarily enter a Tunisian port 
under the present provisions of the treaty. The 
Sapitapa felt the force of these observations, and 
promised his influence with the Bey, to bring 
about a more satisfactory arrangement of afllairs 
with America. The Bey also promised . forbear- 
ance for sixty days, in spite of Famin's attempts 
to convince him, that the government of the United 

* A permit 
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States had no intention of fulfilling their engage- 
ments with Tunis. The consul, therefore, had, at 
this moment, a flattering prospect of terminatmg 
the negotiation with Tunis, in a manner favorable 
to the interests of the United States, and conform- 
able to instructions of the government. 

On the 27th of December, Eaton received in- 
formation, through Mr, O'Brien, that the frigates 
United State9 and Constitution would probably 
bring out the articles intended for the Regencies, 
which he immediately communicated to the Bey, 
with an assurance that they would, probably arrive 
in January. January came, but did not luring the 
promised presents. The consul was. compelled to 
use all his diplomatic skill to soothe the Bey under 
this unexpected and unfortunate disappointment. 
He found it a matter of some difficulty, and requir- 
ing considerable address ; for the spring was at 
hand, and the corsairs were waiting iqapatiently to 
be let loose upon their prey. Many American 
merchantmen were at anchor in the port of Leg- 
horn ; and intelligence had arrived, through that 
city, of General Washington's death. These and 
other particulars Were communicated by Famin to 
the minister; and the impression very naturally 
made upon the Bey was, that the United States 
had vidated their pledges, for ships might as well 
be sent to Tunis as to Leghorn. The prospect 
of a speedy adjustment again became overclouded. 
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On the 24th of March, 1800, Mr. Eaton recdv- 
ed hj the iSbpAiaaconununicatioD from the Secre- 
tary (^ State, with a letter from the President to 
the Bey. The Secretary's letter contained a kw 
instructions in reference to the Bey's demand of 
jeweb. Eaton was directed to use every e£fort to 
do away with the claim, or reduce it to the lowest 
possible amount J but tf the presents were necessaiy 
to preserve the peace with Tunb, he must obtain 
time enough to get them from England, where 
they might be procured for much less than the es- 
timated sum% The President's letter was made 
up of compliments and Apologies ; compliments to 
the Bey ht his attentions to Mr. Ekit<xi and Mr. 
Cathcart, and apologies for the friilure to deliver 
the stipulated stores at the required time.- But 
the Bey was assured, that the stipulations of the 
United States should be fulfilled, as early as the 
great distance of the country, and the tune neces- 
sary to procure the stores, rendered it practicable. 

When these lettelrs arrived, the Bey was ^jst 
recovering from a dangerous illness. The consul 
immediately repaired to the palace, was admitted 
to an audience, and, having passed the usual for- 
malities, withdrew to the apartment of the Sapitapa. 
He. stated the arrival of news from the United 
States, and desired to know when he might make 
- a formal communication to the Bey. " Do you 
take a«t fiur dupes ? " he exclaimed. ^^ Yqu have 
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at one ikoe showed us letters from your minister 
at Portugal, at another from your consul-general 
at Algiers; at anodier from your consul at Leg- 
hom. At one' period your presents were under 
convoy oft wo frigates ; at another in quarantine at 
Lbbon ; and then we are placed at our windows 
with our spy-glasses, looking for the arrival of 
vessels which sail in air. We are no longer to be 
amused. It is not necessary that you take the 
trouble of a formal communication. I now can- 
didly inform you, (a. measure which has long since 
been resolved on,) that the corsairs now bound Xm 
a cruise, have orders to bring in Americans ; and 
for this purpose, they are ordered to cruise oflf the 
coast of Spain and Portugal." The consul's ex- 
planations were impatiently interrupted by the 
Sapitapa's assurance that they were needless, the 
measure having already been fully resolved upon. 
The consul persisted. He informed the Sapitapa, 
that he had already placed his countrymen on 
their guard against this event ; that American 
merchantmen were well armed, €Mfid would defend 
themselves. The Sapitapa^s attention was aroused, 
and the consul took advantage of the change to 
proceed with his explanation, that the communica- 
tions heretofore made were unofficial, and founded 
on letters from ministers and consuls^, whose anx- 
iety for their country's peace had led them- to 
place too much reliance upon inaccurate infor- 

^ tJ2 
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matlon. The present comoiunication was direct 
from the American government, and included a 
letter from the President, written by his^ own hand, 
to the Bey, with the treaty ratified, and with as- 
surances that a large ship was ready, laden with 
naval and military stores, and that he was, more- 
over, authorized to meet the demand of the Bey 
for jewels, in a way which would probably be sat- 
isfactory. " It is very well ! Thi& looks a little 
more like truth," said the minister, " but vrill not 
arrest the cruise. If we make captures of Amer- 
icans we will send the Christians (meaning the 
crews) to your house ; your vessels to Porto Fari- 
na ; and their cargoes -we will safely store. They 
shall be held in sequestration a given number of 
days, in expectation of the arrival of your pres- 
ents so much talked about ; on failure of which 
they shall be good prize." , 

It was answered, that a step of this kind would 
defeat its own object. The Americans Would 
n^ver yield without resistance, and bloodshed 
would be the inevitable consequence of making 
the attempt. To prevent, therefore, the evils that 
would certainly result from this project, the Bey 
ought to see the President's letter, and hear, the 
communication. The minister finally said, he 
would see the Bey the next day, and appointed 
the day succeeding that for another conference. 

On the appointed day, the consul made the 
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above communications to the Bey. He was flat- 
tered by the President's letter, thanked God, and 
expressed his hope for the safe arrival of the ship; 
but observed that nothing was said about the jew- 
els. The consul replied, that he had been direct- 
ed to procure a presient ^f this kind from England, 
but that the sura had been limited much within 
the estimated value of the jewels. "To me," 
said the Bey, " the sum limited is of no import. 
I shall be satisfied, provided the articles come ac- 
cording to the note." 

The difficulties, which had threatened the peace 
of. the United States for the last five months, were 
stt last accommodated. The Sapitapa pledged 
himself, that the last clause of the twelfth article 
in the treaty, inserted by Famin, should be for 
ever suspeflded, except so far as the castoms of-all 
other nations at peace with Tunis had confen*ed 
on the Bey's government the right of exacting 
services on special emergencies, and that the flag 
of the United States should be respected in all the 
ports of the kingdom. Thb agreeable intelligence 
was immediately communicated by a circular, ad- 
dressed ta the American consuls in the ports of the 
Mediterranean. For his services in managing 
these afiairs, Eaton received the approbation of 
the President of the United States, and warm ex- 
pressions of friendship from Mr. Pickering. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Anival of the Hero with Stores. — Appehen* 
siom of War tvith Tunis removed. — Frau^ 
dulent Conduct of the Bey. — Eaton takes 
Charge of the Danish Affaifs at Tunis. — 
His disinterested Conduct in Relation to the 
Danish Vessels. — Letter of the Danish Adr- 
miral in Relation to it.^-Eaton^s Quarrel 
with Famin. — Chastises him publicly, and is 
summoned before the Bey. — Defends himself 
and denounces Famin. — Arrival of the Anna 
Maria with Stores, and her Detention in the 
Service of the Bey. 

On the 12th of April, 1.800, the ship Hero, 
Captain Robinson, arrived at Tunis and anclioi-ed 
^t the Goletta. She brought a portion of the stip 
ulated naval and military stores, to bfe" delivefed 
to the Bey's government. They consisted of tar, 
rosin, pitch, turpentine, cordage, cables, planks, 
masts, haws6rs, and shot. The ship was unman- 
ageable and weakly manned, *'with just guns 
enough to give the signal of distress*'; but the 
stores were of a quality superior to any thing that 
had heretofore been seen in Tunis. This arrival 
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relieved Mr. Eaton from many embari^meatS) and 
took away all ground of apprehension, for the 
present, of war. How strong these apprehensions 
were, isr folly indicated in the consuFs letters. "I 
consider," he says to Mr. O'Brien, "old Robinson 
as the Mordecai of our nation ; and it is owing to 
his perseverance that we shall escape the misery 
and shame of all being slaves to these miniature 
Indians, In less than six months we should have 
bad nK»re than a hundred of our fellow-citizens 
slaves here." Various obstacles prevented her 
from discharging the cargo, until twenty days after 
the regular time, for which her owners were en- 
titled by contract to fifty dollars per day, amount- 
mg to one thousand doUanr. This part^ of the 
contract gave the Bey an opportunity of practising 
an amusing firaud. The stores were intended to 
be paid for, and a promise to that etkot was given 
by the governor at Porto Farina. They were, ac^ 
cordingly, unloaded and stored away. The Bey 
declined paying, but gave permission to take them 
back. As this would have detained the ship some 
twenty days more, with no means but her own, 
the stores were of course left m the keeping of 
the cheers of th^ Bey^s government. 

The warlike dispositions of the Tunisians being 
diverted from the United States, by the partisd 
fulfilment of the treaty stipulations, fixed upon 
Deomark. In 1797, the Bey had demanded a 

TOL. IX. 15 
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large supply of naval and military stores from his 
friend, the Danish monarch, whom he allowed six 
months to comply with the requisition. The King 
was not sufficiently prompt in^execuUng this com- 
mission. He sent a ship laden with timber, in 
1798 ; but it was so far from meeting the Bey's 
expectations, that he rejected the cargo, even after 
it was unladen, and the articl.es, of which it was 
composed, were left to perish. The Bey^s 
thoughts had been withdrawn from the Danes by 
his projects against the Americans. The arrival 
of the Hero had put .a stop to his designs in that 
quarter, and the corsairs were accordingly let loose 
upon the commerce of Denmark. A Danish mer- 
chantman from Leghorn arrived soon -after at the 
Goletta, unsuspicious of danger, information, of 
which was immediately communicated by Famin, 
and the master and crew were arrested before they 
could make their escape. Another Danish ship, 
laden^ with coffee, sugar, and other West India pro- 
duce, was sent mto Biserta on the same day. In 
consequence of these events, the Danish consul- 
general, Mr. Hammekin, expecting to be compel- 
led to leave the kingdom, solicited Eaton tb take 
charge of the Danish afiau^. As there were no 
rival int^ests between the two nations, the propo- 
sition was readily acceded to. On the 28th of 
June, the Danish flagstaff was cut down, and war 
was declared by the Bey against the King of Den- 
mark ; more than seventy Danes were condemned 
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to slavery, and the consul was confined to his 
house. A few days afterwards, he and his family 

^ere ordered to quit the kingdom of Tunis. The 
minister of the Bey detailed to Eaton the causes 
of the war, and attempted to show that the Danes 
were the aggressors. His argument was, " that 

. the Bey had a right to demand presents, and that 
the Kmg of Denmark had violated his good faith 
by treating that demand contemptuously." He 
confessed, in conversation, that the war was in- 
tended against the Americans ; but the letter from 
the President had suspended the operation for a 
reasonable time, to wait the arrival of the ship. 
He acknowledged, that they bad never received 
articles of so excellent a quality from any Chris- 
tian nation. " I remarked to him," says Eaton, 
" that, if he had given me the credit which he was 
now convinced he ought, he might have saved 
himself and the. Bey much impatience, and the 
entire trouble of arming his navy against us ; but 
I had observed with some concern, that he chose 
rather to hear meddling fellows, who would as de- 
liberately betray him as me,' if the occasion suit- 
ed." **That is past," ssdd he, "and you have had 
your own way of revenge. We are convinced 
you have dealt candidly with us, though we some- 
times thought you a littie hard-bitted; but you 
are a sort of Englishmen, you Americans, are you 
not?" "We are not Italians." "Have you no 
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Pope in America?" "Yes; once a yeai; our 
boys and girls of the streets, accompanied by our 
sailors and fiddlers, make a Pope and a Devil of ' 
old cast clothes, mount them both on a borrico 
(jackass), and, after driving them about till they are 
wearied, tar and feather and bum them together, 
by way of anmsement." He laughed heartily, and 
said, "I believe you are just such another hafd- 
headed race as the English; but, thank God, 
we are friends,". 

The Bey, by way of expressing his satis&ction, 
offered Eaton a house at Biserta, by the seaside, 
in which he might pass the summer. As early as 
the 16th of July, eight Danish vessels had been 
captured, and about one hundred men reduced to 
slavery. The estimated value of the ships and 
cargoes, together with the slaves, was four hun- 
dred and eleven thousand Spanish dollars. The 
masters of six of the captured vessels had desired 
Eaton to redeem their property, giving him to 
understand that they could open a credit in Leg- 
horn; He went to the minister^ and proposed to 
purchase the vessels in bis own name. The pro- 
position was accepted, and an agent appointed. 
Eaton examined the vessels, and made an offer. 
During the tiiHe taken by the^mbister to coni^ider 
it, the Danish captains were alarmed into giving 
up the project. The ccmsurs only hope now 
depended on the refusal of the government to 
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accept his terms. He was overbid by Famin ; but 
this proved to be only a rme to extort a high^ 
oflfer; for a messenger arrived the next day at 
Btserta to declare the astonishment of the govern- 
ment at his departure, because their agent had re 
celved orders to close with his proposal. He re- 
turned immediately, concluded the bargain, and 
fixed on the mode of payment ; but the Danbh 
captains failed: to fulfil then: promises, and. Eaton 
was left with six vessels, purchased oq credit. An 
opportunity was. now offered him of realiwng a 
hand^me sum by ^ perfectly iair and honorable 
speculation, with J^roperty which had been forced^ 
against his will, upon his hands; .but,i?(rhen the 
difficulties with Denmark were Wjusted by the 
sacrifice, on the part of that power, of eight ves- 
sels and Cargoes and sixty-one thousand foiir hun- 
dred and forty Spanish dollars, for the redjeinptk)9 
of eighty^ix captives, Eaton surrendered the ves- 
sels in bis possession to their respecjtive masters, 
simply on the condition of his credit with the gov- 
ernment being redeemed^ and his actual, disburse- 
ments repaid. This was an act of disinterested 
generpsity which received the acknpwledgme/it of 
the Danish admiral on this spot, and, subsequently, 
more ample and emphatic expressions of gratitude 
firom the monarch jiamself, through tba.ipediom 
of the " Board of Afiairs relating to the. States 
on the Coast of Barbary." The following extract 

• X • 
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ftoin their letter to Eaton is equally Uonorable to 
both parties. 

** Hb Majesty the King, having been informed 
of your kind proceeding towards his subjeots^ who 
last year had the misfortune of being made slaves 
by the Tunisians ; as also of the, service you haVe 
rendered the owners of six of the captured ships, 
by venturing to purchase them, at the Instance of 
the masters, and restoring them since- to the said 
owners, though upon a somewhat prec^irious security 
of gettkig reimbursed your expenses; and of the 
friendly assistance which you, have lent Oommo- 
dore Koefoed, as he adchressed hinBdi to you ; 
has been' most graciously pleased to order us to 
transmit to yoii the gpld box, ornamented with 
the initials of his royal name, wUcfa will be de- 
livered to you along with this letter, kad whkh 
you will pl^ajse to accept, as a token of bb most 
high satisfectioD with regard to the se^vices^yoa 
have rendered the naticm.^' 

The letter was replied to in suitable terms by 
liie ocmsul, »qk1 tknsmkted fo^with to the De- 
pmment of , State. 

The intercourse between Eiaton and the fomn^ 
Ammean consul was not very cardial, as may be 
conjectured from e:spre»uons in his journals and 
letters, heretc^^e eked. About this .time, it came 
to a sudden and violent conclusion, in a mann^ 
diaraeteristic both of the &xAts and the excellences 
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of Eaton's temperament. Finding himself often 
thwarted by the intrigues of Famin, and irritaled 
by personal insults, he gave him, on occasion of 
an aoeidental meeting, a severe castigation \nth 
a horsewhip. Famin summoned him before the 
tribunal ; but Eaton, nowise intimidated by the 
apprehension of summary proceediqgs, met him 
there, and boldly denounced him as a traitor and 
a villain ; declaring, that be did not present him- 
self there to answer the allegations of the traitor, 
but to denounce hiiii as such, and to withdraw 
from him that protection which be had never 
merited, but had shamefully dishonored. 

"I will send you out of the country," said the 
Bey. <^ You will do me an honor, which I will take 
care to appreciate." */How dare you lift your 
hand against a subject of mina m my kingdom?" 
^^ If your renegade bad been in the kingdom of 
heaven, and had g^vep me the^ same proyocationi 
I would have given him the same discipline. . But 
the Bey of Tunis has too much penetration to 
behave that abject wretch faithful even to his 
patron. If he were such, if he ^ere a trui^ 
Frenchman, I. would respect him as suc^.; if an 
American, I would piotect him as.«ucb ; if a goo4 
Mussulman, I would honor him as such ; or, if a 
Christian, .he should be duly respected. He is 
neither one nor the other. I have documents to 
convince you, that he wovild 3ell your head for 
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caroubes, and barter away the reputation of your 
court for piastres. See here his statement to 
an American, who, by this means, has been en- 
trapped into his hands. Hear him call your 
prime miniver and his mercantile agents a set of 
thieves and robbers." /*H6w!" *" Yes, thieves 
and robbers!" 

*^ Mercy! Forbearance!" cried Famin. 

"" Yes, thieves and robbers \ TOiis is the 
man of your confidence ! This is the man of 
mediation "between your Excellency and my 
master, the President; and these are the meas- 
ures he uses to maintain the good understanding 
subsisting between us. Had. he been faithful, 
either in his representations of your Excellency's 
character to the President, or in that of my nation 
to you, you would long since have received, what- 
ever they might have been, the presents stipulated 
as tokens of firiendship. It is hjs treachery, his 
felsehood, his sleek and plausible misrepresenta- 
tions^ which have generated the misintelligence be-r 
tween us. Do not suppose 1 am ignorant of his 
intrigues. FuH well I know, he labored three days, 
incessantly, after • my arrival at Biserta, to prevail 
on your Excellency to refuse me an audience. 
Full weB I know, that, during our negotiation, he 
was playing a double. game with iis. And full 
well I know, that he has uniformly insmuated^ that 
my government were flattering you with delusive 
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expectations and insincere promises, and th^t I 
myself am sent here to be the instrument of this 
hypocrisy." 

" But how do you know these things ? What- 
ever passed between him and me on these sub- 
jects, was fite-a-teieJ' 

" Yes, but the fellow had not prudence enough 
to keep your confidence. Elated with the pros- 
pect of success, he. blabbed every thing to the 
woman he keeps; she to her neighbors; so that 
It has be^n the topic of conversation in j^alf the 
Christian taverns in Tunis, 'that his Excellency 
the Bey was going to send away the American 
consul ' to accommodate an apostate Frenchman ! 
as if the Bey of Tunis hid not independence, of 
mind, nor discernment to. discriminate between 
the event of insultmg a nation and disobliging a 
slave. ' Permit jne to suggest to your Excellency, 
your reputation has been brought into disrespect 
in the event." The Bey- listened. Famin was 
alaoned, and began an address in Arabic. ''Speak 
French," said the Bey, k)oking at him frowning- 
ly. He denied Eaton's. charges;, but facts were 
brought in evidence, which convinced the Bey, 
who gave Eaton's hand a cordial pressure on 
pigrting, and S2ud to his. court, ^' The American 
consul has been heated; but truly he has had 
reasoa. I have always found him a very plain, 
candid man; and his concern for his fellow- 
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A letter dated November 1st, 1800, addressed 
to the Secretary of State, gives the following ac- 
count of further discussions with the Bey, relative 
to the presents. 

** I was at the palace this morning and yester- 
day. Swd the Bey, * What am I to deduce from 
dl your assurances of punctuality on the part of 
^rour government?' I answered; ^YourExcel- 
%ncy will have the goodness to-believe, that, ^hen 
4ifonnation of our definitive arrangements was 
itsceived in the United States, the stores, which 
we have stipulated as the condition of peace with 
fou. Were growing on our mountams, at the 
sources of our rivers/ * Am I to suppose, then,' 
sdd he, * your guns and your powder, comprised 
in that 'Stipulation, were growing on yoi^r moun- 
tiUBS? You find no difficulty In discharging your 
obligations \^h Algiers. . Do you suppose me 
less able than' Algiers to compel the punctual 
observance of treaties ? * * By no means,' jsaid I ; 
*if we have been more attentive to Algiers than 
to you, it is not because we consider you less 
respectable, but more just than Algite.* *We 
must make an end of compliments,' said he. * It 
would give me pain to affiant you; T)ut facts 
Justify the conclusion, that, if you suppose me 
just, you i^tudy to amuse my justice. Denmark 
may furnish you a cabtiotf against* such a reli- 
ance.' . ^I suppose,' said I, ' your Excellency can 
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have no doubt that the residue of our peace pres- 
ents have long since been at sea ; but the winds 
have been many days against us.' * They have 
been agamst us three years,' said he. * Your Ex- 
cellency win recollect they were very favorable 
last spring.' ^Not so favorable as I had been 
flattered to bejieve they would have been,' said 
he. ^Whateanbe done'?' I asjked. * Can we 
make war upon the elements ? ' ^ You can choose 
your measures ; and you need n6t be surprised, 
if I reserve to myself the sjgfne privilege,' lie 
answelred. ^ Permit me,' said I, ^ to demand an 
explanation of this.' ^EvcQts will explain it,* 
said he. I obsert^ed, ^ If this manner of evasion 
cover a menace, I Ought fo know it fcr my gov- 
ernment, in giving passports to your cruisers^' ^ In 
this,' said he, * you will use your ,own discretion. 
If you give them, it is an evidence that you are 
at peace with me. If you refiase them^ I have 
nothing serious to apprelhend from it.' " 

Towards the CQd of the same mcmth, an Amer^ 
lean ship, the Anm Maria j arrived at the road 
of Porto FariBa,laden with planl^, timber, masts, 
oars, iron, to the value of twelve thousand dol- 
lars. On the 30th, Eaton embarked at Tunis, 
in an open boat, belonging to the Bey, and 
reached .the ship, ten leagues off, in the evening 
of the same day. The invobe and b|Il of lading 
were ' receiyed the hekt day^ Thie ^ey^s gov- 
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emment were compelled to acknowledge the ex- 
cellent quality of the articles forwarded by this 
ship from the United States ; though they affected 
to complain that the plank and the oars were toor 
short, and to be dissatisfied that the keels, guns, 
and powder were not forwarded also, " I believe 
the facts to be," says Eaton, "the government 
are dissatisfied, that any thing has C9rne forward* 
If this opinion require evidence, I consider it suf- 
ficient to state, that the United States are the only 
nation, i;^ich have at this moment, a rich, unguard- 
ed commerce in the Mediterraoean ; and .that the 
Barbary Regencies are pirates." The extraor- 
dinary concessions, made to the Tunisians by the 
Christian states of Europe, had greatly diminished 
the importance of a peace with, the Axnericans ; 
and apprehensions were still entertained by the 
consul, that the deficiency of naval and military 
supplies already furnished would be seized upoo 
as a pretext for capturing American merchantmen. 
The government, however, treated the consul per- 
sonally with great respect, and he endeavored to 
maintain a good understanding by reciprocating 
their civilities. 

Eaton yrsiS anxious to dht^vx the discharge of 
the Anna Maria as soon as possible, to save die 
heavy expense of demurrage, which, if in propor- 
tion to the cost of the Heroes de|ay, would have* 
amounted to three thousand dollars.' The gov^ 
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enior of Porto Farina was head of tiie admiralty 
and supervisor of all the arsenals. "To him,'* 
says Eaton, " I paid court, and put into his hands 
. an argument^ which convinced him of the pro- 
priety of discharging the American before the 
Swedes^ and he, faithful to his engagement with 
me, pfevailed on the Bey to make this an order." 
But the Sapitapa sent hinq^ a message, to the effect 
that the Regency had need of the American ship 
to send to Marseilles. Three days were consumed 
before this matter was arranged. Eaton steadily 
refused to jrield to the demand, remindmg the 
Sapitapa that it was a^ violation of the promise 
made in the preceding April. The minister threat- 
ened to use focee.; but Eaton assured him, that, 
put what he might on board, he would order the 
dhip to America, and leave the event to be settled 
by the twp governments. At length, the Sapi- 
tapa, finding Eaton resolute in maintaining his 
t ground, offered a freight of four thousand dollars, 
, and perquisites to the captain. These terms were 
accepted in preference to the hazard attending a 
reAisal ; the acceptance involving no dbhonorable 
cdaacession to the gpvemipent of Tunis< 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Difficulties between Tripoli and the United States. 
— Project of a Commercial Convention loith 
Tunis. — Its Failure. .— New Demands of the 
Bey. — Determination to send a Squadron into 
the Mediterranean. — Outrage upon Mr. Citth^ 
carty and Satisfaction dettuinded. 

Fob some 6me previous to the events just re- 
latedy the affiiirs of the United States had been 
verging to a war with Tripoli. Eaton maintained 
a most friendly correspondence with the consul 
stationed there, Mr. Cathcart ; iwit Mr. O'Brien, v 
the consul at Algiers, had excited his suspicions, 
by what he deemed improper transactions with 
Jews, with whom he was engaged in commercial 
speculations. The following passage, at the con- 
clusion of an able review of the relations of Chris- 
tian powers with the B^bary regencies, expresses 
in a few words his. opinion of the present position 
of American affairs. "America, m adhering to 
the injunction, ^ Agree with ftiine adversary quickly 
while thou art in the way with him,' has rejected 
counsel of equal authority, and jiiiore in pdnt, 
* Cast not your pearls before swine.' A concise 
statement of our actual situation with these fieei- 
hooters, I consider to be war with ^FripoU tnev- 
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itabk. Tunis, now that the Jlnna Maria has 
arrived, will let us be tranquil until after the 
residue of our peace stipulations shall have been 
received, and the Bey shall have done with Spain. 
At Algiers, if the interests of the United States 
be not betrayed, they are not defended ; nor 
will things alter fci* the better there, so long as 
we are represented by Bacri & Co." * At the 
conclusion of the same letter, Eaton intimates a 
wish to return to the United. States, as soon as the 
afiairs of the agency i^hould be so arranged as to 
promise a few yearn' tranquillity, having already 
been absent from his friends three years. 

The cargo of the Anna Maria was not wholly 
satisfactory . to the -avarice of the Bey. The 
present of jewels still formed the theme of vex- 
atious' demands, and Eaton's attempte to evade 
them had but little ^success. Orders were finally 
given to purchase them in England; and de- 
spatches were forwarded to flatcm fix)m the De- 
partment of State, mformirig him of this determi- 
jiation, and instructing himi to keep the American 
^linister at the court of St. James advised of the 
progress of afiairs ia the Barbary St^te^. In a 
letter to Mr. King, dated December 29tb, 1800, 
he says, ^^ At Tripoli, affiiirs wear a' menacing 
front, and I am apt)rehensive, except Mr. Cathcart 

• A Jewish mercantile house, with which O'Brien 
was supposed to be concerned. 
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receive some succor from government, before the 
spring season invites the corsairs to sea, we shall be 
insuhed by that regency. At Algiers, the United 
States, like Spain, in the pure spirit of Christian 
charity, bear all things, endure all things; and 
we shall live in the merit of adhering to this 
Christian principle, so long as a Jew company 
control our affiiirs there." A few sentences from 
a letter to the American minister at Lisbon, under 
date of January 17th, 1801, exhibit more strong- 
ly Eaton's feelings at this period. ^M have no 
longer a hope of obtaining any relinquishment of 
this Bey's claims to jewels. The astonishing 
abasement of the Christian nations with these 
regencies the last year, leave us. without a pre- . 
cedent of re^tance ; and the almost total neglect 
of government to my reiterated representations 
deprive me of necessary argument^ to combat the 
exorbitant exactions of this Regency. I have only 
to lament, with unavailing mortification, that these 
representations have merited so little attention. 
My country will lanient also. For it is now^ 
obvious, that every conjecture I have hazarded, 
both res|>ecting the inefficiency of the guarantee 
of Algiers, and also the dangers we risk by a 
too sparing economy, \^1 be. realized." 

The affidrs of the United States and Tripoli 
grew more critical every day. The Bashaw's 
demands were too exorbitant to be complied with; 
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and the examples of other Christian nations, in 
submitting to his degrading exactions, made it 
impossible for Mr* Cathcart to negotiate with any 
success. EatCHi wrote him a letter of advice ; 
counselling him to seize the opportunity afforded 
by a\ Swedish frigate,, to send Mrs^ Cathcart to 
Europe. In Felwruary, a circular letter passed 
through the American office at Tunis, from the 
consul at Tripoli, cautioning all American ves- 
sels to quit ..the I Mediterranean, on account of 
the threats of the Bashaw. In a letter to Mr. 
Marshall^ Secretary of State of the United States, 
dated March 6th, 1801, Mr. Eaton writes; "It 
is certam, the Bashaw of Tripoli is fitting out 
his corsairs against Americans; and so sanguine 
is he of the success of the expedition, that l^e 
already begitis to calculate his profits^ even in 
presence of Christian agents. Mr. Cathcart was 
obliged to leave Tripoli, and charged Mr. Nis- 
sen, the Danish consul, with the American af- 
fairs during hi3 abseiice." Eaton opened a cor- 
respondence with that gentleman, for the pur- 
pose of mating such arrangements as circum- 
stances allowed, for the subsistence and comfort 
of any Americans who might be carried as 
prisoners into Tripohtan ports. The consul's 
despatches were sent to lEaton, to be forwarded 
to the United States. He regarded them as of 
80 much importance, that he chartered at Ragu* 
VOL. IX. 16 Y 
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san brig, to proceed with them directly to tbeir 
destination. The Bashaw demanded, as a con- 
dition of sparing the United States, two hun- 
dred and twenty-five thousand Spanish dollars, 
prompt payment, and twenty-five thousand an- 
Qually; the Swedes having agreed to these 
terms. In his letter, accompanying these de- 
spatches, Eaton says, "If our government yield 
these terms to the Bashaw of. Tripoli, it vnll 
be absolutely necessary to make provisions for 
a requisition of double the amount for the Bey 
of Tunis. Algiers will also be respected ac- 
cording to rank. If the. United States will have 
a firee commerce in this sea, they must defend 
it. There is no alternative. The restless spirit 
of these marauders cannot be restrained." 

In. the mean time, the Bey continiled his 
importunities in relation to the jewels, and med- 
itated new requisitions on the United States. 
He required the ponsul. to inform the President, 
that he needed a supply of guns, for his castle 
batteries. The consul refused to comply, be- 
cause his pifevious experience had taught him, 
that when such a demand was once communi- 
cated in a despatch, it was assumed as conced- 
ed. He told the Bey, however, that, if he 
would propose to exchange the guns due to 
him by treaty, for others of a larger calibre, the 
Presideot would probably find no difficulty in 
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making the arrangement. To this the Bey de- 
murredy and finally determined to write to the 
President himself. " While we are in difficulty 
with Tripoli," says Eaton, "it seems to me 
good policy to be on good terms with Tunis ; 
but, if govemmeBt should think differently, and, 
in lieu of a ship with presents, will consign to 
me a transport, with one thousand marines, be- 
tween twenty and thirty-eight years of age, na- 
tive Am^icans, and properly officei^, under 
convoy of a forty-four gun fiigate, I pledge 
myself . to surprise Portd Farina, and destroy 
the Bey's arsenal." The Bey's letter was for- 
warded to the United States, in company" with 
the despatches from' the regencies, by the Ra- 
gusan brig. \ It contained a demand of forty iron 
twenty-four poutiders, as a token of the fiiend- 
ship of ^he American President. On this oc- 
casion, as well as on many others, Eaton was 
urgent in his advice, that the United States 
should make some effectual display of their 
power in the Mediterranean, and change the 
degradmg posture they had. heretofore occupied, 
of tributaries to a horde of pirates, for a more 
manly attitude, and one more consonattt with 
national honor. His representations had been 
disregarded, or at least nothing had been done 
in oonsequence of them. Eaton attributes the 
apparent apathy of government to the- influence 
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of Mr, O'Brien, the consul at Algiers, whom 
he does not hesitate to charge with corrupt 
dealings with the Jews. It seems, that a strong 
personal hostility had long existed between this 
gentleman and Mr. Cathcart ; and, as Mr. Cath- 
cart's views coincided with Eaton's, it was sup- 
posed by the latter, that O'Brien's animosity 
lent an additional strength of coloring to his 
representations to the government at home. It 
is probable that the warmth of Eaton's feelings, 
and his attachment to Mr. Cathcart, may have 
warped his better judgment. While he was 
negotiating with the piratical government of Tu- 
nis, the war of party was ragmg with its great- 
est, violence in^ttie United States. The mter- 
ests, involved in our. intercourse with the Bar- 
bary powers, were ^ not likely to, occupy, to any 
great extent, the attention of the people of the 
United States, amidst the deafening clamors of 
the political strife. The distance of the scene 
of action lessened, probably,, its importance in 
the eyes of the cabinet at Washiugton. We 
may, therefore, account for the tardiness of jour 
government in adopting more energetic meas- 
ures, without supposibg the existence of treach- 
ery, or culpable carelessness, on the part of the 
agent at Algiers. 

Before the declaration of war by Tripoh, 
time enough had elapsed to communicate the 
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alarm to all concerned in American trade through- 
out the Mediterranean. The Bashaw, moreover, 
contrary to his usual custom, gave permissioa 
to the American agent to leave the Regency. 
Hostilities were publicly ajmounced on the 11th 
of May, and extraordinary measures were taken 
to communicate information of the. event to the 
American minister, at Lisbon, and to the govern- 
ment of the United States. Mr. Cathcart drew 
up a protest against the conduct of the Bashaw 
and his ministers, showing clearly that it contra- 
vened tlje letter and spirit of existing treaties, and 
unfolding, at considerable length, the subjects of 
dispute, and the cause of the war. ^It was an- 
ticipated by Eaton, that this state of things 
Would rouse the attention of government,, and 
that a sufficient naval force would be sent into 
the MediteMiaaean to protect our commerce, and 
puBish the aggressors. With his characteristic 
ardor, he. proposed to the Secretary of State, 
to -leave the affiurs at Tunb m charge of Mr. 
Cathcart, whose arrival from Tripoli was. daily 
expected, and to join the fleet with, a view to 
assbt their operations by his superior local knowl- 
edge. 

In the mean time Eaton had conceived the 
project of a -commercial tonvention with the 
government of Tunis, by which the existing* 
treaty should be amended, and some of its arti- 

Y2 
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cles rendered more favorable to the United 
States. His ultimate object, in venturing upon 
this unauthorized negotiation, was to ' place the 
peaceiiil relations of the two countries on a 
more permanent basis, by engaging powerful 
commercial interests, on both sides, in favor of 
such a connexion. He entertained a high opin- 
ion of the Bey's sagacity, and felt assbred that 
he could convince him of the advantage to his 
country of an extended commercial intercourse 
with the United States. Conslderajble progress 
had already been made in effecting his object, 
but he was finally unsuccessful. The causes of 
his fiulure are thus detailed in .a letter to the 
Department of State. 

"My project of a commercial convention 
with this Regency, I am apprehensive wiir pro- 
duce nothing. Two circumstances operate to 
impede it. The protection given by the French 
to the Italian states, and the delays of the United 
States to forward their treaty stipulations. On the 
27th ultimo, entered two corsairs fipom a cruise, a 
xebec of twenty-four twelve pounders, and a cor- 
vette of twenty brass nines, which had been 
boarded ,and disarmed by a French detachment 
commanded by Vice-Admiral Gaunthomme. The 
afiair is so novel, so well done, and at. the same 
time so laconic, that it seems worthy of detail. 
* Who are you ? ' hsdled the republican. * Tunis^ 
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lans/ was the answer. 'Wliom do you cruise 
against?' * Neapolitans.' *What! do you not 
know that the Neapolitans are our friends ? ^ Dare 
you insult the allies of Frenchmen ? Overboard 
in an instant with every oflfensive weapon, or I 
send you to the bottom.' The order was 
promptly obeyed. *Go make the compliments 
of the First Consul to the Bey, your master. 
Tell him, it was not his intention to regard 
your Wach of faith in renewing the war. You 
might have remained tranquil and undisturbed 
at home ; but, if we find you ^abroad in search 
of mischief, we deprive you of the means. Tell 
him to beware of provoking the resentment of 
the First Consul J it will be terrible to him and 
to his country.' 

" The Admiral wrote to the Bey in the same 
style. His chagrin 'aid mortification may be 
better imagined than described. These were 
two of his best cruisers. But the contempt is 
more ^grating thfiin the injury done him. He 
cannot aspire to avenge himself of the French. 
He dares no more look for prey from Italy. 
What shall he do ? The Americans are a spe- 
cies of Christians, somewhat similar in their re- 
ligion and government to the French, and must 
therefore expiate the afR'ont. We are now the 
only nation on earth, against which Barbary can 
safety cruise; the Spaniards are inchided in the 
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Ibt of French allies. For these reasons, this 
example of the French, though it is the only 
one wOTthy of imitation with these people, that 
has happened since my residence here, b ex^ 
tremely prejudicial to our affidrs, and its influ^ 
ence is instantaneous. Since it took place, the 
Bey has totally changed his lone of treatment, 
has abruptly broken off the discussion of our 
commercial convention, and has formally an« 
nounced to me, that, except the entire peac6 
stipulations arrive in four months, I shall have 
his passport to leave his kingdom. I shall make 
my arrangements acoordmgly* 

<*The whole goes to prove the exactness of 
an opinion which I' have long since advanced; 
that the ipania of piracy is so blended with the 
system of these States, that it cannot be cured 
but by sovereign treatment. The arguments 1 
have used with the Bey, to efiect the object I 
proposed to myself, uniformly attracted his at- 
tention, received his assent, and induce^ flat- 
tering -prospects of a favorable issue ; but, when 
they came into contact with his cruismg views, 
availed nothing. This piratical enthusiasm is as 
obstinate as rehgious bigotry, which yields to 
no force of reasoning or sense of humanity." 

Soon after the date of the above-cited letter, 
a fire broke out at night in the Bey's palace^ 
which destroyed fifty thousand - stands pf anna. 
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In a few days after this event, a message came 
to the American consul, requiring him to wait 
upon the Bey. Eaton was ill at the time, and 
could Hot comply; as soon as his health per- 
mitted, he attended at the palace, and was sur* 
prised by a new demand upon the United States. 
The Bey informed^ him, that he had apportioned 
his loss ^tmong his friends, and the quota of the 
American government was ten thousand stands 
of armis ; and that he must dtate the demand to 
his govemmept without delay. The consul ,jpos- 
itively reftised, insisting, that it wouM be impos- 
sible fOT-the United States to comply with so 
unreasonable and extraordinary a demand, and 
that the Bey's government was in a much mcwre 
eligible position to order the arms firom Europe^ 
than the government of the United States. ** If 
the Bey bad any intention of purchasing the 
arms from Europe," said the ministei:; " he could 
do it without your agency. He did not send 
for you to ask your advice, but to order you 
to communicate his demands to your govern- 
ment.^' 

Ekiton replied, that he came to assure them, 
that no such comtounicatipn should be made. 
•''The Bey will write himself," said he. In 
that case, the consul repfied, it would become 
hb duty to forward the letter. But he assured 
the minister, that he would never receive a an- 
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gle mud^et from the Uoked States, and told 
him plainly, that a respect to decency, if not a 
iense of gratitude, ought to restrain the Bey 
fimn such an extraordinary claim* Within the 
last eighteen months, two large ships' cargoes 
had been received as a present, and another ship, 
laden fik him, was already on its passage. The 
minister r^ied, that the supplies already re- 
ceived were only in payment of a stipulation, long 
since due as the conditi<m of peace i the other 
claims were such as wese made upon all firiend* 
ly nadoBS oncie in two pr three years, and the 
Americans, like other Cbristians^ would be oblig* 
ed to comply with it, as an e^ablidied custom. 
E(Uon was infletiUe* He persisted vn declaring, 
that the tireaty stipulations were the condition 
of a perpetual peace, and when their payment 
was completed, an e^d would be put to all fiur- 
Iber contributions to Tunis* 

Tlie minister i?as angry, and told Eaton that 
be might prepare himself to leave the kingdom 
very soon, if he persisted in holding such Ian* 
guage. " If change of style on my part,*' said 
the consul, '^ be the condition of r^idence here, 
I will leave &e Bey's kic^dom to-morrow morn- 
ing." ^ We will give you a month," said the 
minister, ^^l ask but six: hours." ^^JBut you 
vnJl write?" "No." "It is yom d^ty to 
write^" ^^For^ddinquency in duty, this is nut 
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the place where I am to be questioned." ^^I 
tdl yoii' again," continued he, "your peace de- 
pends OQ your compliance with this demand of 
my master." "If so," said Eaton, "on me be 
'the responsibility of breaking the peace. I wish 
you a good moniuig." 

As had been anticipal^d, the conduct of Tri- 
poli, and the urgent representations of Cathcs^ 
and EaitcxQ, loused the new' administration^ in 
which. Mr. Jefierson had succeeded Mr. Adams 
as Presklent .of the United States, and Mr* 
Madison had been fdaced at the head of the 
Department of State^ to a move client ooursa \ 
of measures with the Barbai^ powers. It wa» 
determmed to sraad mto the MeditenraneaD a 
sqmuiron of three frigates and a sloop of war^ 
under die commatid d* Commodc»re D^, to be 
employed in ^be defence of Americai} oommerce 
against the piracies of Tripoli, and of any odi* 
«r Barbaiy states, that shovM follow her per* 
fidioiBS example. 

The time was considered by the govenuneiit 
as peculiariy favoral^ for e^hibitmg an impos* 
mg focce in the Mediterranean, as the country. 
wa& at peace.with all the rest of ib^ worlds md 
the nayal fK>wer might be thus employed with- 
out iddiBg much, to the expense of support* 
ing it at home. Great reUance was placed on 
Eaton's local knowledge, to gire the measure 
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the most advantageous impression to the clmr^ 
acter and interests of the United States. He 
was instructed to use all his endeavors to sat- 
isfy the Bey, that his govemmient was denrous 
of maintain'mg peace with all nations, and that^ 
if the flag of the United States should be en- 
gaged in war with either gf the Barbaiy re- 
gencies, it would be a war of defence and 
necessity, and not of choice. He wi^ also, 
authorized to inform the Bey, that a vessel was 
preparing to take in a cargo, which would com- 
plete the presents due to him, and that jewels, 
to the amount of ten thousand dollars, had been 
ordered to be prepared m London. 

Eaton's position at Tunis had been so em- 
barrassing, with so little to lighten the burden 
of incessant negotiations^ and his representations 
had been treated at home with so much appar- 
ent neglect, that he had become disgusted with 
his situation, and repeatedly requested permission 
to return. But the new aspect of affiiirs en- 
couraged him to hope, that the Barbary powers 
might be brought to assume a less insolent at- 
titude towards, the United States. His opinions 
had finally prevailed, and the President, unwilling 
to lose the services of so efficient an agent, at 
such a critical moment, urged him to remain at 
his posj. 
^ Another cause of discontent wbs removed. 
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It has been seen, that his differences with Mr. 
O'Brien were the source of perpetual disquie- 
tude, and even led him to suspect that gentle- 
man^ integrity, O'Brien had lately requested 
to be replaced by another consul; his request 
had been complied with, and, after this testi- 
monial of his government's approbation, Eaton's 
situation was rendered more satisfactory. His 
cori-espondence ^hows that he Engaged in the 
difficult and delicate duties of his office with new 
ardor. His letters to Mr. Cathcart, who had 
embarked fpr Legl^om, on the declaration of 
war by Tripoli, are marked by his characteris- 
tic determination and bold patriotism, and are 
written in a tone of undiminished friendship and 
respect. 

In his passage to Leghorn, Mr. Cathcart had 
been pillaged by the commander of a Tunisian 
corsair, notwithstanding .the inviolability of his 
person, as a public agent pf the United States* 
As soon as Eaton received intelligence of this 
outrage, he presented himself at the palace, and 
demanded satisfaction for the insult offered the 
nation in the person, of its representative. The 
Bey refused to comply with the demand, and 
avowed his determination never to admit Cath- 
cart into his kingdom. Eaton returned to his 
office,* and immediately addressed a long and 
energetic letter to the Bey, in French, in which 

Z 
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he recapitulated the recent indications of a hos- 
tile disposition on the part of his government, 
towards the United States, exposed the intrigues 
of the Jews at Algiers, and explained the causes 
of their enmity to Mr. Cathcart. The letter 
concluded hy demanding permission for Mr. Cath- 
cart to return to Tunis, and await the orders 
of his government, and claimed full satisfaction 
for the insult offered him by the Tunisian corsair. 
The next morning a polite note was sent to 
Eaton bom the palace, requesting an interview, 
and pto^&ising him entire satisfaction. ^He went 
accordingly, and was listened to with attention. 
The Bey promised to bastinado the captain of 
the corsair, and to consider further of the ad- 
mission of Mr. Cathcart. Eaton learned^ sub- 
sequently, that his suspicions of Jewish intrigue 
at Algiers against Mr. Cathcart were correct, 
and that letters had been written from Tripoli 
to Tunis, Soliciting the Bey not to receive hiria 
into his dominions. At his next interview, he 
spoke of Cathcart's coming to Tunis, as a thmg 
settled, and was not contradicted. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 



Arrivid of the American Squadron. — Tripoli 
blockaded. — Proceedings at Tripoli. — li- 
sue of the Eocpedition. — Project of dethrone 
ing the reigning bashaw and restoring his 
Brother.-^ Eaton's Voyage to Leghorn. — 
Return to Tunis. —^Reported Capture of Tur 
nisian Vessels carrying Provisions to Tripoli. 
— Discussions arising from it. — A Tunis- 
ian JSlebee arrested and examined by an 
JlmeHcan Schooner, -r- Conduct of the Schoon^ 
et^s Crew J and Trouile growing out, of »V. — 
Eaton's successful Interposition. 

s 

On the 17th of July, 1801, Commodore Dale 
urrived at Tunis, in the United States frigate 
President^ with the sloop Enterprise^ and the 
day following Captain Bainbridge, in the Essex. 
After takmg in a supply of. fresh water and 
provisions, these ships of war proceeded imme- 
diately to their destination. The arrival of this 
fleet produced a strong sensation at the palace. 
Eaton ascertained, from a confidential friend, that 
Tripoli was already in a fambhing condition, and 
dependent on Tunis for supplies; and it was 
intimated to him, that he would immediately re- 
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ceive application for passports of safe conduct 
for several Tunisian vessels, already taking in 
. cargoes of provisions for Tripoli. 

To evade such an application, to turn the 
occasion to the best advantage in strikbg a 
blow at the enemy, Eaton immediately issued 
a circular, declaring Tripoli in a state of block- 
ade, and that all vessels attemptbg to enter 
that port would be dealt with according to the 
laws of nations applicable to such cases. As 
all commerce was monopolized by the govern- 
ment, this proceeding caused a great commotion. 
The principal commercial agent was sent to 
Eatoa's house, with a demand, that the block- 
ade should be so modified as not to eflfect the 
interests of the Tunisian Regency. A long dis- 
cussion ensued, but Eaton firmly maintained his 
ground. 

The agent declared, that he was authorized 
to st^te, that adherence to this position would 
endanger the peace with Tunis, and left the 
house m a violent rage. In a letter to Coin- 
modore Dale, Eaton writes ; " Tripoli is in great 
distress. The corsairs are all at sea. She is 
starving in her capital, and will be thrown into 
consternation at your unexpected appearance. 
If this position, which the good providence of 
God gives us, can be sternly held a few months, 
Tripoli will be compelled to ask peace on our 
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own terms. The object is so desirable^ (hat it 
seems worth exertions; more especially so, as 
Algiers and Tunis are looking to this rupture 
as a precedent /or their intercourse with the 
United States." 

Commodore Dale, having been joined by the 
frigate Philadelphia^ appeared before Tripoli on 
the 26th of July. The Bashaw proposed a 
truce, but hb terms> wexe reje<ited. The prin- 
cipal effect, however, of this expedition, during 
the present season, was to maintain the block- 
ade, in which the Commodore concurred, and 
to prevent American merchantmen iirom falling 
into the hands of the Tripolitan corsws. 

The reigning Bashaw of Tripoli', a few years 
beforo the American war, had usurped the throne, 
rightfully held by his elder brother, Hamet Car- 
amelli, whom he had driven into exile. It was 
suggested .originally by Mr. Cathcart, that ad- 
vantage might be taken of this state of affidrs 
to mflict a signal chastisement on the perfid- 
ious Bashaw, by restoring the banished prince 
to his dominions. The conduct of the Tripol- 
itan government justified this measure; and the 
prospect of holding up to the other Barba- 
ry. powers to ominous example of what they 
might expect fixwn a war with the United States 
encouraged the American consuls to attempt it. 
Besides,, it was generally underwood, that the 
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people of Tripoli were , suffering severely fix)m 
Ae blockade, and were ripe for a revolt against 
a usurper, whose oppressions, added to his CMrigi- 
nal crime agsdnst his brother, had already ren- 
dered his government intolerable. Hamet, the 
exile, was residing at Tunis, under the. pro- 
tection of the Bey. Eaton sought him out, 
and fouod him ready to enter into the scheme. 
It was concerted between them, that an attack 
should be made upon the usurper by land, while 
the navy was engaged in active operations by 
sea. riothmg, Ijowever, could be inmiediately 
Attempted. ' 

The foUowmg passage is fixjm a letter, writ- 
ten ^bout this time,, to Mr. Samuel Lyman, 
a member of Congress. "To avoid the ex- 
pense of prolonging the war, Tripoli should 
be bombarded. This is a very practicable, meas- 
ure. Commodore Dale thinks, that four frigates 
and three bomb-ketches are an ample force to 
do it effectually. He also supposes a descent 
on the coast at the same time would have good 
effect. 1 am of the same opinion, and am so 
confident of its practicability, that I will volun- 
teer in the enterprise, in any character consist- 
ent widi my former military rank and my pres- 
ent statbn, with two thousand active light troops. 
PeAaps it is my duty^ and, if so, will not be 
deemed vanity to say, that, in case our afiairs 
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continue tranquil m Tunis, of which there b a 
moral certainty, I could be more serviceable to 
my country at Tripoli thaii here, because I 
know the tactics of the Barbary and Turkish 
land forces, their mode of attack and manner 
of figbUn^, and for Jhis reason should probably 
have the more influence in assistipg die ma- 
noeuvres of an assault. If such an enterprise 
should be resolved upon, an adjutant and in- 
spector general to the troops would be requi- 
site. I should be willing to take the responsi- 
bility of that office upon myself during the 
war." 

Such was Eaton's vi^w of the proper mode 
of conducting die war with Tripoli ; and there 
can be no reasonable doubt, that the project 
would have been crowned with coiUplete suc- 
cess, had his suggestions been listened to. He 
was destined, however, to attempt and execute 
a more h^ardous and , brilliant enterprise^ as 
will be seen in the* sequel. 

On the 1st of December^ the ship Peace 
and Plenty f Captain Richard Woods, arrived at 
Tunis, under convoy of the George WasMng- 
ton, with another supply of naval and military 
stores. After attending to the unloading of the 
cargo, Eaton obtained pejmission of the Bey to 
leave the afikirs of the United States in the hands 
c^ Dr. William Turner of the IJnited States' 
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Navy, then at Tunis. The declmmg state .of 
his health made it necessary fcH: him to resign,, 
for a short time, the labors of his. office,- and 
to take a voyage for its recovery. .The George 
Washington offering him a passage to Leghorn, 
he embarked for that port pr^ the 13th of De- 
cember, havbg furnished Dr. Turner with fiill 
and precise instructions by which to govern his 
conduct during the consuPs absence. 

The ship arrived at Naples on the 21st, and 
was ordered into quarantine, at the conclusion 
of which he seiied the opJ)ortanity of submit- 
ting to his Sicilian Majesty's prime minister the 
question, whether the Americans wbiild be al- 
lowed to land JJf oorish prisoners in his territory, 
in case of need, and on what terms; and sug- 
gested to him the advantages, thaf would accrue 
to both nations fix)m t commercial treaty* The 
prime minister and other distinguished persona- 
ges of JNaples^ were profuse in their civilities 
and attentions to the American consul, and ex- 
pressions of a cordial sympathy with the cause 
oT the United States. He had also a private 
audience with the King of Sardinia, who hap- 
pened to be iji Naples, and obtained permission 
for the fleet to enter the ports of his island 
and procure provisions. '* 

On the 30th of January, 1802, he arrived at 
Leghorn. The benefit of the voyage to his 
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health was less than he exp^ted, and be de- 
termined to hasten his return to Tunis. This 
resolution was confirmed by the receipt of in- 
telligence, tbat the Basbj^w of Tripoli was mak- 
ing overtures to bis exiled brother, for the pur- 
pose of frustrating the concerted enterprise, above 
explained, against bis- territories. £at(Hi was 
anxious to be m Tunis before this consumma- 
tion could he effected. He arrived on the 12th 
of Marcbi ^^<1 found Hamet on the point ot 
yielding to tlie Bashaw's . propositbn. The gov- 
ernment of Deme, a -province of Tripcdi, was 
offered him, ^md he was about to depart to as- 
sume the command. 

Eaton represented to him the impropriety 
and danger of such a step, and that probably 
his brother's sole object was to cut his throat. 
He told the frightened prince, that, if he depart 
ed, he should consider him in the hght of an 
enemy, and should use his best efforts to send 
hii^ and his retinue prisoners of war to the 
United States, ^amet proposed going to Mal- 
ta and waiting, the issue there; but Eaton would 
only consent at present, that he . should go to 
Liegbom -or^ Sardinia. . The refusal of t^e Bey 
to furnish any further supplies of provisions, add- 
ed to th^ alarm and distress of the unfortu- 
nate man ; and he readily yielded to any terms, 
which the consul saw fit to prescribe. It wm 
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finally agreed that he should depart (ot 
with letters of recommendation from Eatoi 
American commander, there to await tiio ^.. 
tbI of the fleet; thetkee to go with the fleet to 
THpoti, imd demand. the restitution of his thro^ 
and his rights. Precaution was taken, however, 
to guard against a change of Hamet's resoluticHi 
and a violation of his engagements, by a pre- 
concerted plan to arrest him, if he 'should at- 
tempt to sh^pe his coinrse for Deme. The 
^final agreement of the exiled Bashaw was ac- 
compSshed in part by the assistance of the 
*Sain!lapa, to whom Eaton promised ten thou- 
sand dollars on the successful issue of the ex- 
pedition. 

Meantime the intercourse between the con- 
sul and the government of the Bey was not 
oiF the most friendly character. An angry in- 
ter™ w in April terminated by the Bey's or- 
der^lg Eaton to quit his court, apd hold him- 
self in readiness- to embark on board tlie first 
American ship of war, that should arrive in port. 
The consul turned short upon his fieel, return- 
ed to bis office, and ordered, that no more pass- 
ports should be Allied out for Tunisian cruisers. 
This- proceeding was immediately reported to 
the Bey, and his commercial agent hastened to 
beg, that the order might be , countermanded, in- 
'timatiog that the Bey had no wish to ptovoke 
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a war by sending away the consul, but only to 
obtain another more capable of cherishing peace 
than Eaton. He was answered, that the consul 
bad taken his ground, which would not be sut- 
rendered until the Bey had changed his posi- 
tion. 

A few days after, he was invited to the pal- 
ace by the Bey, and discussed with him the 
relative advantages of peace and war. The min- 
bter professed a willingness to maintain the peace 
with the Americans on the same footing as with 
the other small Christian nations, but they must 
have a consul with less fantasia, and more 
iHendly to the Barbary interests. Eaton replied, 
that he daily expected permission to return to 
the United States, and to be succeeded by his 
colleague, Mr. Cathcart. The Bey pretended 
astonishment, and declared, that Mr. Cathcart 
.should never come intQ his dominions on any 
pretext whatever. 

About this time, a rumor reached the Bey, 
that an American frigate had captured four 
coasting vessels belonging to his subjects, bound 
to TripoU, laden with wheat, barley, oil, and 
other provisions. The consul was suunAioned 
to the palace, and immediate restitution of ves- 
sels apd cargo was demanded. The Bey as- 
serted a right to carry provbions, in all cases, 
to his 'friends, and maii^tsuned the principle of 
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*'free bottoms, free goods." Eaton denied the 
right, and affirmed, that the principle was never 
construed tp extend to a blockaded port. Sea- 
sonable and formal notice of the blockade of 
Tripoli had been given. If, after this, he per- 
mitted hk subjects to carry provisions to that 
port, he took the responsibility on himself; if 
they engaged in these enterprises without his 
consent, it was a voluntary risk on their part, 
and they had ho reason, to complain in case of 
capture ; since the captures, being made accord- 
ing tQ acknowledged maxims of war, were, of 
course^ good prize to the captors. 

The Bey talked of reprisals, and Eaton of 
retaliation. The Bey desired Eaton to write 
to the American commander to capture no more 
of his vessels, but to turn them from their course 
if they were found carrying provisions to Tri- 
poli ; the request was declined, but the inter- 
view was concluded without the usual <lisplay 
of anger on the part of the Bey. It was after- 
wards ascertained, that the report was without 
foundation,' the captures having in fact been made 
by the Swedes. The only use of these discus- 
sions, therefore, was to give the Bey an intima- 
tion of what he might expect, whenever his ves- 
sels should be captured by the Americans under 
like circumstances. 

An incident occurred in the Mediterranean 
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diis season, which gave Eaton great concern, 
and brought temporary dishonor upon the Amer? 
ican name. A Tunisian xebec was arrested 
and examined by the commander of m Amer- 
ican schooner, Lieutenant Sterrett. It was after- 
wards ascertained, that seyeral articles, of no 
great vahie, had been plundered, and, on the 
arrival of the crew at Tunis, loud complaints 
were made to the government. Every term of 
reproach and insult was heaped upon, the Amer- 
icans, and for a time the worst consequences 
were apprehencled. Eaton was instantly sum- 
mcmed to the palace, and found the Bey in a 
towering passion. " You, Sir," ssdd he, " you, 
who boast eternally of, the rectitude and honor 
of your government, by this act stand convicted, 
that you represent a naticm o[ pirates. What ! 
do you bring your warriors fix)m your country, 
destitute of shirts,"* commissioned to fall upon 
and strip my defenceless subjects. Had you 
captured this vessel, I should have viewed. the 
act in a different Kght ; but the protection of 
your right to navigate the sea^ fieely, as your 
President expresses his motive for sending a 
squadron before TripoU, I find to be a sjrstem of 
plunder. But, to show you that I am not to 
be the subject of your aggressdoDS, I will im- 

• Among the plundered articles was a shirt belong- 
ing tc Rais Mustapha, commandet of the Xebec. 

Aa 
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medktely send every American you have in 
port', in irons, to work at the Goletta, yourself 
at their head." By energetic assurance^, that 
restitution should be made for. every surtide of 
property plundered, and diat the criminals should 
receive exemplary punishment, Eaton succeeded 
in calming the rage of the Bey* The consul 
was indefatigable in his exertions to fulfil his 
promise; and he had the satisfaction of proving 
to the Bey, that the, crime was confined to one 
macine and two common sailoiB of thp schoon- 
er's crew, and that na officer was in the slight- 
est degree in^licated. 

Intelligence was received firom Lieutenant 
Sterrett, that the Bashaw of Tripoli was mak- 
ing great defensive preparations, but- that gen- 
eral discontent pervaded all classes of his sub- 
jects, not excepting the Turkish solcHers, who 
derived most benefit .fixun the war. The exiled 
Hamet was loiown to^be in Malta, waiting for the 
arrival of Cbnmiodore Truxton, who had been 
appointed to the command of the American 
squadron in the Mediterranean. The ^prospect 
of success was promismg, and no doubt was en- 
tertained, that the issue of the war would be 
&vorable to the American arm9. . 
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CHAPTER IX. 

iiUrventum of the Bey of Tunis iti the Ajfcin 
of Tripoli and the United ^xtes. — •Arrival 
jof the Constellation at Timis. — Demand of 
the Bey for a iS%^ renewed. -^ Eaton commu' 
fUcates his Project against Tripoli to the Com" 
mcmders of the Squadron, — It is disapproved 
by them, — Brig Dranklin captured^ by a 2W- 
poKtan. — Efforts to procure the lAberdtion of 
the Crew. — Further Communieations with the 
eaiied Bashaw, ^^Differences with the Com^ 
manders of the •American Squadron^ and Diffi" 
cultiee-of Eaton's Situation in Tunis. ^^ New 
Demands of the Bey. — The exHed Bashaw 
leaves Malta for Deme. — •Arrival of Com- 
modore Morris at Tunis. — His Arrest. — 
Eaton's Rupture with the Bey, and Return to 
Ae United 'States. 

On the 24tb of May, Eaton was summoned, 
by a note from the prime minister, to the 
pdaoe. On his appeamnce there be was sur^ 
prised to find the Bey in an unusaally com- 
plaisant mood ; and, in conversation with the 
jnbistmr, he ascertained, that the Bey's object 
was to make a proposition of peiipe widi Trip- 
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oli, through the mediation and under the guar- 
antee of the government of Tunis. 

The minister informed Eaton, that he was 
authorized to propose the negotiation. It was 
replied, that the United States had no induce- 
ments to desire war with any nation^ and if 
Tripoli would make suitable retmctions, the sub- 
ject of peace might be ccmeidered; but even 
then it would be considered hazardous to treat 
with the reigning Bashaw, after having seen 
such flagr£mt violations of faith. The jemainiag 
part of the interview is given in Eaton's own 
words, m a letter to tbe SeCret^y of State. 

^' *If the Bey df Tunis would act as media- 
tor between the parties, and take upon himself 
the guarantee of the peace on the ps^ of Trip- 
oli, would it remove this difficulty?' 

« < We have, great reGance on the good fajith, 
equity, and magnanimity of His Excellency the 
Bey of Tunis, and should be very secure ih 
his responsibility ; but is it certain, that this Bey 
would take upon himself the guarantee of a 
peace in behalf of Tripoli ? ' 

"*Yes. But if you talk of , retractions and 
indemiiities, it would^ be idle to talk of peace. 
On the ct»tfrary, according to aU custom, you 
mtist make the Bashaw ti small present ; though 
he would be willing to put up with somethii^ 
less than what he at first demanded.' 
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« ' We were not tne first to violate the peace. 
We are not the first to demand it. If Tripoli 
be solicitous for it, she must abandon the idea 
of imposing conditions ; she will most certain- 
ly never receive a caroube* in consideration of 
her firiendship. We do not set any value up- 
on it.' 

"*Nay; but if jou place no value on her 
friendship, the security of your commerce in 
this sea, and the saving of the expense of ar- 
maments, ar6 objects pf consideration, in which 
you consult your own interest.' 

" * We never supposed our commerce in this 
sea more secure than at present, notwithstand- 
ing the war with Tripoli; and, as to the ex- 
pense of armaments, we accumulate nothing on 
that score from making the^ Me(fiterranefm the 
manoeuvring ground of our seamen.* We shall 
probably always have a squadron in this sea.' 

" * But Tripoli is very poor ; she cannot sub- 
sist without the generosity of her friends ; give 
something then on the score of charity.' 

"* Tripoli has forfeited her title of friend. 
Besides, there is a vast diflierence between the 
beggar who seizes my tiorse by the bit, and, 
with a pistol at my breast, demands ftiy purse, 
and him who, with one hand pressed to his 
'heah, and the other hanging with his hat, asks 

•Fifty-two caroubea make a dollar. 

Aa2 
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charity (or the. love of God. The former mer- 
its chastisement; the latter excites commisera- 
tbn. I leave you to apply the figure** 

"*I feel it. But the Barbary Regencies nev- 
er make peace without presents.' 

" ^ It is high time, then, that there should be 
a precedent.' 

" * But you say you are disposed fcMr peace.' 

" * Yes ; but you are not to understand me that 
we either lyish or will accept it on dishonorable 
terms.' 

" ' There can be nothing dishoncmible in msA- 
ing a small voluntaiy present to Tripoli.' 

" * Drop the subject, if you please. Tripoli 
is not in a right position to receive expressions 
of our hospitality. Nor am I vested with powers 
to negotiate. ' I can only 'express to you the 
general, but fixed sentiment of my government 
and- country, that we prefer peace Jo war , if 
we cart have it on, honorable terms; and you 
are at liberty to express this sentiment to Trip- 
oli. She may take advantage of it if she thinks 
proper. Otherwise, four or five years of warfare 
with that stajte will be hut a pastime to our 
young warriors.' ^ 

" ' I shall send off a cruiser,' said the n^inister, 
* with the result of this interview.', 

*^ At evening the commercial agent was at my 
house. -Went over the same ground. Was sure, 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



WILrLIAM EATON. S71 

that we should never have a peace without pay- 
ing something ; it would disgrace the Regency ; 
but he seemed extremely solicitous to have per- 
mission to write something promising to Tripoli 
on the subject of a negotiation. He said, what 
the minister had asserted in the morning, that 
the only pretext the Bashaw of Tripoli had for 
breaking ^th with the United States, was that 
the peace was not voluntary on his part, but 
forced on him by Algiers. 

" These overtures go to pi;ove the embarrass- 
ed situation of our enemy ; and proihise, if suit- 
able advantage is taken of it, a peace on our 
own terms. We hold the high ground of him 
at all points^ I am partial to my original plan 
of restoring the' rightful. Bashaw, though nothing 
was said on the subject at the palace to-day. 
I think it highly probable, that the reigning Ba- 
shaw has offered moj^ powerful arguments to 
engage this minister in his interest, than either 
his' brother had the means or myself the dis- 
cretion of offering. Besides, the Bey of Tunis 
is ignorant of that pix)ject. It will be seasonable 
enough to inform him of it after having msured 
its success. In the mean time let us amuse the 
usurper wi'th^his own propositions." 

Towards the end of May the United States 
fingate Constellation^ Captain Alexander Muiray; 
arrived at TijEnis, bringing the arms prepared 
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for the Bey in London. They were immedi- 
ately presented, and found highl/ acceptable; 
but a former demand was iiistantly revived 
through th6 minister, for a corvette or brig of 
war, such as had been given to Algiers. He 
was referred to the treaty stipukitions, and the 
claim, for th6 presei^t, was silenced. 

Mr. Eaton gave an account bf his measures 
with Hamet, to Captains Barron and Bain- 
bridge, of the squadron, immediately on their 
arrival. His sanguine expectations were some- 
what disappointed by the severe' criticisms, which 
those officers made upon his plans. Captain 
Murray comcided in their views, and rejected 
the scheme, says Eaton, "in an air of authority 
and reprimand, whicli I should not expect, even 
from the highest departmentsr of government." 
Th^ conduct of these commahdeirs was regarded 
by Eaton with cpntempt, and he did not fail 
to represent it in language of strong compkdnt. 

The measures objected to had been concert- 
ed with the approbation of Mr, Cathcart, and 
others whose local knowledge and soundness erf* 
judgment entitled their opbions 40 the highest 
respect, The consul reasonably thought, that a 
plan formed under such . auspices, and sanctioned 
by such authority, was deserving of more attention 
than these gentlemen seemed inclbed to^accord 
to it. " How is it,** he asfcs, " that every com- 
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mander, as well as everybody ,elsQ, who has 
acted on this coast, comes mto this measure ; 
and that three only, who have scarcely or nev- 
er been here, take on themselves to reject it?'* 

Captain Murray, however, in the absence of 
Commodore Truxton, felt, bound to put a check 
to measure?, which his instructions, in his opin- 
ion, did not authorize him to participate in, and 
which .were likely to cause considerable ex- 
pense to the United States. Whether his opin- 
ion was correct or not, there can be no doubt 
that he acted from a ^conscientious regard to 
his duty. 

On the 6th of July, ' the American brig 
Franklin^ Captain Andrew Morris, was carried 
into Biserta, captured by a Tripolitan corsair. 
Information was carried to Eaton by express, 
firaiii the vice-consul stationed there. The cor- 
sair'§ first plan was to march the ship's crew 
to the city of Tunis, and thence by land to 
Tripoli; but the Bey was apprehensive of trou- 
ble with the Americans, and objected to tl^e 
passage of American slaves through his country. 
The ship and cargo were sold by auction to 
the commercial agent^ of the Bey, and the men 
were chained in the hold of a Tripolitan galley. 
Every e£fort was made by the consul to allevi- 
ate the sufferings of these unhappy men, but he 
was prohibited from even exchanging a word with 

VOL. IX. 18 
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them. InformatiiHi was despatched in all (£rao 
tions, and strong representations were made, o[ 
the importance of watching the harbor of Tu- 
nis, which had become a rendezvous for the en- 
emy. The American commanders were urged to 
atteidpt the recapture of the prisoners, before 
their arrival at Tripoli, whither they,^had been 
despatched in the galley. The labor\ wqs 
vain ; the crew of the Franklin were transport- 
ed to their place of destination^ and held in 
slavery. A claim was immediately made for 
their release, .on a promise to surrender s^even 
American priscHiers in return for a number of 
Turks who had been released by Commodore 
Dale the preceding summer. Instructions wete 
also forwarded to Mr. Nyssen, the Danish con- 
sul, and acting consul for the United Stated 
since Mr. Cathcart's departure, that provision 
should be made, at die expense of the. Aqier- 
ican government^ for the support and comfort 
erf the prisoners. These measures were final- 
ly unsuccessful, but the jprisoners were set at 
liberty at the instance of Algiers. 

The presence of Hamet, the exiled prince, 
at Malta, caused great alarm at Tripoli; and 
the Bashaw immediately seized and confined 
the chiefs of some of the principal villages, 
to prevent an insurrection. His subjects, how- 
ever, with few exceptions, regarded the event 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



WILLIAM JBATON. 275 

as ti signal Jnterposition of heaven, and looked 
forward to the restoration of their rightful sov- 
ereign, amd the reestablishment of peace with 
the United States. The situation of Hamet 
was such, in the mean time, that Eaton was 
obliged to fifrnish him with funds for the sup- 
ply of his present wants, as appears from, the 
Mowing letteir, datfed August 6th, 1802. 

To His Excelleiyct Hamet Caramelli, Bashaw 
OP Tripoli. 
«Sm, ^ 

^*I have had the honor to receive your 
Excellency's letter of the 16th ultimo ; and I im- 
prove this first opportunity to request Mr. Pu- 
lia to furnish you with two thousand hard dol- 
lars on the credit of the United States ; which 
I hope vrill bjB a relief to. your situation until 
th6 arrival of our Commodore, who is hourly 
expected here. He arrived at Gibraltar early 
in June, but has been detained m that quarter 
for the' arrangement p{ public affaii:s with the 
Emperor of Morocco. I hope your Excellen- 
cy's patience will not be exhausted. Remem- 
ber that your brother thirsts for your blood. 
I have learned from a certain source, that his 
project of getting you' to Deme was to murder 
you. He is now more determined than ever, 
because he has intercepted some of your letters 
to your friends in Tripoli. You cannot be safe, 
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therefore, in any part of your Regency uniess 
you enter it in your true cbalracter of sovereign. 
I believe in God, the mighty and the just, that 
this event b not far distant. In the mean time, 
permit me to recommend to your Excellency 
to keep up. a correspondence with those of your 
party in Tripoli, and with your subjects of the 
country. Let them be pei^uaded, that your 
friends will not abandon you, until, by^ the help 
of God, they shalhsee yjou restored to your 
faithful people. Give them assurances to redress 
their grievances and to treat them like a mild and 
just prince. And do. every thing to detach them 
from the interest of the usurper. 

"I hive the honor to be. Sir, &c. 

*^WiLLiAM Eaton." 

The situatibn of the consul became more and 
more difficult and disagreeable every day. The 
differences between him and the officers of the 
squadron, not only annoyed his feelings in pri- 
vate, but lessened his influence as a public 
agent. He was exposed to msiny perplexing 
obstacles in the discharge of his. duties, and his 
representations were received with sneers. The 
following passage from a letter to the Secretary 
of State, presents a strong picture of his condi- 
tion at this moment. 

" My exile is become insuppojrtable here. ' 
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Abandoned by my countrymen "'in command, 
no advice from government to regulate my con- 
duct, and my own exertions failing of effect, 
I am left subject, though not yet submissive, to 
the most intolerable abuse and personal vexa- 
tions. Anxiety, perplexity, and a climate un- 
favorable to my constitution,' waste my health. 

" The position X have taken and held with 
this Bey, in regard to passport? for his mer- 
chantmen for Tripoli, has excited a temper and 
disposition in this court, to distress me in my 
personal concerns. I have frequently stated, that 
my ssdary is an inadequate support. The check, 
which Captain Murray thought proper to put 
on my public measures, has not less affected 
my public character. Thus situated, I am con- 
suming life, property,' and perhaps public repu- 
tation here, without the consoling prospect of 
having the merit of being useful to my country. 
Why should I remain at a post which is no 
longer tenable ? Again I repeat, my individu- 
al, resources are insufficient barriers against the 
avarice of this regency. From the first moment 
of my agency here, it was appajrent to me, that 
submission to the demands of this Bey would 
only sharpen avidity. I stated this apprehen- 
sion in my communications to government ; it 
was thought too lively ! • My measure's to chas- 
tise a perfidious 6nemj are now branded by cora- 

Bb 
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mandera as speculative; the efiusions of a dis- 
ordered &LDcy! Is it not enough, that I have 
sacrificed almost fout years to the service of my 
comitry, in a state of painful sequestration from 
all rational enjoyment? Will anybody allege, 
that I have not discharged my duty with an up- 
right zeal? Arid are such the rewards of my 
services? To be branded, unheard in my own 
defence, and by a solitary captain of a frigate, 
with ipecukttion and insanity! - 

" It were impossible to keep th^se things con- 
cealed here, even if they, had been transacted 
with less publicity. The Bey says,' 'I always 
told the American consul he was a madman,' 
(because I have not b^en his obsequious slave, 
a^ are half the consuls near him,) ^and it ap- 
^ars t^e commanders of his nation are of the 
same opinion.' •, . / ^ 

^'I am constrained, therefore, not less by a 
regard to the interest and honor- of my country, 
than to my own individual interest and honor, 
to request the President will permit me to re- 
sign the trust I have the honor to hold under 
the government of the United States, unless more 
active operations shall be resolved on against, the 
ex^Qtaj ; in which case it would gratify ine to re- 
main on this coast till thonssue be determined." 

The Bey madje new requisitions upon the 
United States. Through his minister he com- 
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mumcated to Eaton a formal demand of a 
frigate of thirty-six guns. The claim was of 
course resisted^ and even the statem^it of it to 
the government declined. The Bey then de- 
termined to write with his own hand to the 
President of the United States ; and, not satis- 
fied with Eaton's pomted refusal to communi- 
cate his denoaud, attenfipted to gain the point 
by requesting him to make the form of a letter, 
which should be sent to the President under 
the Bey's own signature. ' According to Tunis- 
ian logic, this would have become the ponsul's 
own 4ct, and therefore a promise. Eaton un- 
derstood this perfectly well, and peremptorily re- 
fused. He argued, from the treaty compact, 
against the demand, and put the question point- 
edly to the minister if he was not ashamed to 
make it afrer having received lately such valu- 
able presents from the United Sta^tes. The min- 
ister replied, that the presents were a mere 
peace stipdation, the payment of which had long 
been delayed. He rebapitulated the history- of 
the negotiatiop, and concluded by insbting on the 
frigate as a token of the ^^ veritable friendship 
of the prince of America.'^ 

The demand for a form of a letter was re- 
peated to the drogoman, who had been instruct- 
ed to reply, that the consol would write neither 
directly nor indirectly. This was not the last 
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Again the miDister demanded of Eaton, person-* 
ally, the fonn of a letter, in still more imperi- 
ous terms, but to no purpose. The consul was 
firm, and could not be frightened by the min- 
bter's menace, that the Bey would write in 
English himself; a menace which his Exeellen 
cy would probably have found some diffidulty 
m executing. The object of this requisition, as 
the Bey probably never supposed it would be 
complied with, must have been to provide a 
plausible pretext of a rupture with the United 
States, if circumstances should encourage a hope 
of plunder, or of greater concessions. -The fol- 
lowing is a traQslati(Hi of the letter, as it was 
finally written. 

«*Tunis, 8 September, 180S. 
^''The Bashaw, Bey of Tunis, to the President 

of the Republic of the United States of 

America. 
"Mr. President, 

'^With equal pleasure and satisfacticHi, I 
have seen arrive, and have received successiye- 
ly, all the^ military'^and naval stor^, is well as 
the superb jewels, which your government has 
sent forward for my Regency and myself^ in ex- 
ecution of our <^onditions for the confirming and 
consolidatmg of the good harmony and alliaoce^ 
which, thank God, have, been -establist^d and 
actually subsist between us. . , 
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"While I ata happy to give you this assur- 
ance, indeed sincere, of my full contentment, 
I ought not to dissemUe that I do not, at the 
same time, see myself treated with the same 
distinction and the same regard that you have had 
for your other firiends ; and, since, I am equally one, 
I avow to you, with frankness, as I have already 
declSred to Mr. Eaton, your consul, that it would 
have been infinitely agreeable to me if you had 
also made me a present of a vessel of war. 

^ Mr. Eaton hot finding it convenient to charge 
birnself with the communication of this demand 
to you on my part, I am determined to testify 
to you directly, by the present, "that it would 
be very agreeable to me ^that you should send 
me a good frigate of thirty-six guns, which 
would add tp the high esteem I have for your 
nation, and. would more and more cement the 
ties of our friendship, which on my part I shall 
maintam.firm and inviolable. 

"Convinced as I. am beforehand, Mr. Pres- 
idetkty that this demand, taken into colisidera'- 
don, will obtain the full eflfect which I expect 
from it, I renew to you the assurance of my 
most distbguished esteem,, and I pray Almighty 
God to have you -in his holy keeping. 

"HAMOtDA BaSBULW BeT, 

^^ Prince of the Princes of Tunis y the 
City well guarded^ the Abode of 
Happiness.*^ B b 2 
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Captain Murray, after reconsidering the con- 
sul's scheme, in relation to the exiled Bashaw, 
fell in with it so far as to c^er to take him on 
board his ship, and convey him to Deme. This 
was contrary to Eaton's wishes, in the most im- 
portant^ particulars. His object was to prevent 
the prince fiom resorting to that provin(^ in 
order that he might appear before Tripoli with 
the American fleet. The Bashaw finally de- 
termined to leave Malta for Deme in an Eng- 
lish ' brig. Eaton lamented this determination, 
as fatal not only to his own plans against the 
en6my, but as likely to expose the Bashaiv him- 
self to destruction. The conduct of the squad-' 
ion wa6 by no means satisfactory to' the consul's 
ardent temperament. He regarded it as dila- 
tory and inefficient, and ^ qxtreiiiely prejudicial 
to the Interests of fhe United States. The 
blockade of Tripoli was but impeifecriy main* 
tained, and ships laden with provisions often suc- 
ceeded in entering the harbor, and affording the 
enemy essential relief. Add to this, the Bey 
was becoming more liaughty in his tone, and 
more msolent m his demands, apparently en- 
couraged by the inactivity of the fleet. The 
imperious style of his letter to the President of 
the United States, Eaton regarded as an indica- 
tion and expression of the contempt that potentate 
was encouraged to entertain for ^the character 
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of the American nation. He then writes to 
the Secretary of State, under date of October 
22d, 1802. 

"The indignities I have suflFered at this court 
latteriy are insupportable. On the first appear- 
ance of our squadron, this Bey behaved re- 
spectfully; he has grown ' insolent in proportion 
to the moderation of their movements and the 
success of the enemy. I have in no instance 
yielded to his exactions. But,. again permit me 
to repeat, without more energetic support I 
cannot maintain the position I have taken here; 
a position which has hitherto received the ap- 
probation of every distinguished officer of the 
general government with whom I have had the 
honor to correspond. And, suffer me to add, 
if further concessions are to be made here, I 
desire /. may not be the medium through whom 
they shall be presented. The rich presents I 
have already given this Bey, in the name of 
the Chief Magistrate of the United States, serve 
only to show, him our wealth and our weakness, 
and to prompt his avarice to new demands. 
Three years ago I apprehended this conse- 
quence of our yielding expressions of amity; 
The same effect will result from the jsame cause 
so long as the latter exist.'' 

Such bemg the state of thmgs, Eaton deter- 
mined to return to the> United States. He felt 
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assured^ that he cQuld render no important ser- 
vice to his government by a longer residence in 
Barbary ; and he began to suspect, that the Bey. 
of Tunis would not hesitate f,p seize and bold 
him in durance as a hostage, in case of a rup- 
ture with the Atnericans, for which he. was 
supposed -to be seeking a pretext. He was 
also desirous of repairing to the seat of gov- 
ernment in person and settling his accounts; a 
step rendered necessary by the fact, that for 
many items- he had no regular vouchers, and 
that the vouchers of others required explanaticMX. 

His measures with Haraet had involved an 
expense oi about twenty-three thousan4 dollars, 
for which he had obtained the cash on credit 
in Tunis; and for the repayment of which it 
was necessary that immediate provision should 
be made. To meet this heavy expense^ which 
was now regarded by him as useless, since the 
frustration of his plans, Eaton had no private 
resources. All his means had been exhausted 
by the rapacity and extortion of the horde of 
pirates, among whom the last few years had 
been spentl The Regency viewed him, as he 
supposed, With a jealous . eye, and regarded him 
as an enemy to the Barbary interests. 

At length Commodore Morris arrived at Tu- 
nis, The hostile temper of the Bey's govern- 
ment was not ^loW.to show itself, in the conduct 
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of its officers towards this commander. A dis- 
pute between him and the Bey's commercial 
agent determmed the Commodcare to leave the 
city without a formal visit to the court; but he 
was detained for the payment of the loan, above 
mentioned, which Eaton had negotiated with the 
commercial agent. The consul warmly remon- 
strated against this act of violence, insisting that 
be wa$ alone responsible in his representative 
capacity. The plea was unavailing, and imme- 
diate payment was insisted on. The Commo- 
dore returned to the American house, and Eaton 
presented himself immediately to the Bey and 
inquired if this detention were by hb order. 
He found there was no alternative, but that the 
Commodore would be compelled to satisfy the 
demand before he could obtain permission to em- 
bark.^ The French commiss«ury-general engaged 
to advance the money on his bills on Leghorn ; 
and Eaton propo^d to execute an assignment 
of all bis property in the United States, as a 
security to the Commodore, for the rrimburse- 
ment of this sum, in case the condngeiit charges 
which occasioned the loan should not be admit- 
ted on fiqal settlement with the government. 

The jaext day, the Copamodore, Mr. Cathcart, 
who had lately been appointed Mr. O'Brien's 
successor' in Algiers, Captain Rogers, and Mr. 
EatOD} waited on th^ Bey at the palace. Eatoa 
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remonstrated with the Bey, in pointed terms, 
against the national indignity and breach of hos- 
pitality, in the detention of the Commodore, ex- 
plained at large the means m his possession of 
meeting the debt, and declared that he had b^en 
hindered from a more seasonable payment, by 
the finuds of the minister, who had absolutely 
robbed him. 

The Sapitapa was af&onted, and charged Eaton 
with madness, and the Bey ordered him to quit 
the court. The cpnsul replied, "It is well. I 
am not dissatisfied to quit a court where I have 
experienced little else than violence and indig- 
nity .'* The Bey said to the Commodore, "The 
consul is a, man of a good heart but a wrong 
head. He is too obstinate and too violent for 
me. I must have a consul . with a disposition 
more congenial to Barbary interests." He charg- 
ed Eaton with violating the laws of the coun- 
try, by bastinading his subjects. The chastise- 
ment of Famm was acknowledged, " But I 
denied,'^ says Eaton, "that be was his stthfeety 
thou^ I knew him to be his voluntary slave. 
His conduct towards me had merited chastise- 
ment; it had been treacherous, dishonest, and 
base. Finding no other means of justicej^ I had 
used the discipline, ' which I would again nse 
in similar circumstances.'^ - ' 

The Bey twknowtedged, that Eaton had not, 
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in his public agency, been wanting in any point 
of duty, or in respect to himself, as a prince. 
Eaton reiterated that he had suffered every spe- 
cies of outrage an^ insult in the Regency, 
and thanked the Bey for ordering him out^of 
it ; he should depart, at least with the consola- 
tion of leaving behind him the impression that 
he was not a slave. They parted with mutual 
expressions of regard, and Eaton left the court. 
Having made arrangements to intiiist the afc 
fairs of the United States to the^ hands of Dr. 
George Davis of New York, he tdok passage 
on board the squadron, determined to repair, 
immediately on his arrival, to the seat rf gov- 
ernment, to render an account df his public 
services during the four years of his agency at 
•!tunis. 
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CHAPTtiR X. 

EatofCs Jirrival in the JJn 'ted States. — Visit to 
. Wiishington. — Passes the Summer in Brim- 
fieli. — Second Viisit to Washington, and At- 
temft to settle his Accounts tuith the United 
States. — Letter to the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives. — iSppointmsnt ^ as Navy 
tSgent of the United States for the Barba- 
ry Powers. — Cautious Policy of the Pres" , 
idenf. — Return to the Mediterranean and 
Arrival in Egypt.— Reception by the Vice- 
roy. — Determination to join the Bashaw. — 
Arrested at the Turkish lAnes. — Difficulties 
surmounted^ and a Junction with the Bashaw 
effected. — Convention concluded between Ea- 
ton and Hamet. 

Mb. Eaton accompanied the squadron to 
Gibraltar, wh^re it anived on the 23d of March, 
1803. From thence, he took passage on board the 
merchant ship Perseverance, and arrived in Bos- 
ton on the 5th of May, and immediately re- 
joined his family, in Brimfield, from whom he 
had been separated four years and a half. Ear- 
ly in the summer he repaired to the ^eat of 
govemmept, for the purpose of adjusting his ac- 
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count?, and of urgmg th§ adopticm of ^gorous 
measures against Tripoli,, particularly by em- 
ploying the exiled Hamet against the reigning; 
Bashaw. The settlement of a .part of his ac- 
counts, requiring the . action of Congress, was 
postponed to the next session, and Ea^ton re- 
turned to the quiet enjoyment of domestic life. 
The summer and autumn he devoted to the care 
of his family, the education of hi^ children, and 
the management of his farm. 

In January, 1804, he again repaired to Wash- 
ington to complete his unfinished business with 
the goven^inerit. The Department of State 
having refused to allow the twenty-two thou- 
sand dollars expended in' concerting measures 
with the exiled Bashaw, and other smaller claims, 
Eaton addressed a long and able letter to the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, in 
which he^ recapitulated the most important trans- 
actions of his agency, explained the grounds on 
which his expenditures had been ^made, and 
went into an elaborate defence of his projected 
plan of attack on Tripoli. In this document, 
the character and policy of the Barbary re- 
gencies are drawn with extraordmary vigor, and 
the expediency of resisting their insolent de- 
mands, by an eflFectual display of military and 
naval force, is fully exhibited. With his usual 
vehemence, he rfoes not hesitate to arraign before 
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the Representatives of the nation, die conduct of 
the American commanders, who had oppc^ed hit 
plans. He defended his own character from 
the imputation of speculative views, which some 
of his opponents had thrown out against him, 
by a triumphant array of facts, exhibiting his 
disinterestedness, integrity, and honor. 

During this period his leisure time was occu- 
pied with his domestic affiurs. His private and 
family letters show in a pleasing Kght the af- 
fectionate zeal with which he devoted himself 
to the welfare of his children. TJieir educaticm 
was a subject on which he felt the liveliest in- 
terest, and nothing was left undone, and no ex- 
pense was spared to procure for them every ad- 
vantage within his power to bestow. 

In April of this year, Eaton was appointed 
Navy Agent of the United States for the Bar- 
bary powers. The exiled Bashaw had , j^aced 
himself at the head of an army of Arabs at 
Deme, and had already gained some advanta- 
ges in the field over the usurper. He pro- 
posed to the President of the United States 
such terms, as induced him to promise an ef- 
fectual cooperation against the common enemy, 
the reigning Bashaw of Tripoli. 

The President at first determmed to send 
out, as a loan, some field surtillery, a thousand 
standis ojT arms, ^nd , forty thousand dollars, tad 
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Eaton undertook to lead in an enterprise for 
recovering the American captives in Tripoli, 
and imposing terms of peace on that Regency, 
by bringing a rival and an army upon the en- 
emjr's rear. But, before the squadron was ready 
to take its departure, information arrived that 
the Bashaw had, retired to Alexjmdria, in Egypt, 
Smt want of supplies. This apparent reverse in 
the exile's fortunes checked the hopes of the 
administration, and the supplies, were withheld* 
Eaton WIS ordered upon the expedition, with- 
out any special instnictwns, for himself or Coip- 
modore Barron, the oemmander-in-chief, who w» 
kitmsted with a general discretion in regard to co- 
operation, and referred in vague terms to Mr. 
Eaton, as the American agent for the Barbary 
tegencies, and a man who w^ likely to be ex-* 
tremely useful. " This caudous policy of die Pres- 
ident was annoying imd irritatbg to Eaton in llie 
extreme. He regarded it as an aittempt on the 
part of the Chief Magistrate to i^eld hmself 
fipm resp(»8ibility if the enterprise dioidd fai), 
Mid to secuiNe the honor m ease -of suecess. 

'Rie situation df Eaton waff ambarrassmg. 
He bore with him no evidence flom the gov- 
ernment kA their friendly disposition towards the 
Btthaw. No alternative was left but to asBuma 
to himself the task and responsibility of cott- 
▼meing the ex3e and the worid of ^ fiMiey 6f 
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^ Vnit cJ SiMtesy tbot^b he was convinced, that 

^ m^ktumMsinikJ b&d been guilty of a breach 

of food iiutb. He was aware, moreover, that 

gfpectkUoos hsid been formed by the American 

p0op)e, which his friends looked to him to 

01. He was determmed not to disappomt 

jjiem, though he felt that the, enterprise was 

fjtiom and perilous. "I am convinced," he 

jgys in ,a letter, " that our captives cannot oth- 

erfvise be released without ransom ; and, as axi 

individual, I would rather yield my person to 

the danger 'of war in almost any shape, than 

my pride to the humiliadon of treatir^ with a' 

wretched pirate ftwr the ransom of men, who ard 

the rightful heirs of freedom." 

Eaton embcffked in June,^oh board the squad- 
ron destined for the Mediterranean, coniristing 
of the frigates John Mams, the ' President, the 
Congress, the Essex, and the ConsteUatiofi, un- 
der the command, of Commodore Barron, and 
Captabs Rogers, Barron, Campbell, and Chaun- 
cy. He arrived at Malta on the 5th of Sep- 
tember, from which place .he addressed a' letteir 
to the Secretary of the Navy, m which he says, 
"The advantages calculated to result from a 
cooperation with him (the exiled Bashaw) seem 
not to have diminished in prospect from any 
occurrences, which h&^e happened since these 
proposals were made. The reigning Basha^w 
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persists in his demand of a ransom for our cap- 
tives. But the distress, 'which must be occa- 
sioned by the means he is obliged to use in" 
support of these pretensions, cannot but increase 
the discontent, of his subjects, and ripen them 
for revolt. For ^uch of them as sfub^t ordi- 
narily, by cruising or commerce, being barred 
these resources by a harassmg blockade; and 
such as depend on labor for subsistence, being 
compelled to serve for his defence without pay, 
will be very apt to seize an opportunity to re- 
lieve themselves from that distress, when it of- 
fers, on principles so consistent with their prop- 
er allegiance and religion. Those subjects, who 
were heretofore in the mterests of. the friendly 
Bashaw, are still so. Through these instru- 
ments, I firmly believe, the enemy may be tak- 
en fixHn his sofa at the same instant that our^ fel- 
low' citizens are rescued from chains. The only 
obstacle, that seems to oppose the success of 
this measure, is want of supplies to put it in 
operation. These are not jn the fleet ; and the 
Commodore is not decided whether any con- 
struction of the President's instructions extends 
to a discretion of procuring and furnishing them. 
He will probably express himself on this subject 
after having fixed qn his plan of operations." 

The squadron arrived at Alexandria pn the 
35th of November, and the next day anchored 

Cc2 
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jQ the port. On the 1st of December the adren-* 
turers entered the mouth of the Nile, and arrived 
at GraQd Cairo on the 8th of the same montli, 
and were received with many marks of respect 
by the Viceroy. 

A war was raging in Egypt between the 
Mameluke Beys and the government of the 
Viceroy. The exiled Bashaw^ had been reduc- 
ed by a series of disasters to the necea^ty of 
jdnmg the former, and was at this time^ actual- 
ly with them, commanding a few Tripplitans 
and other auxiliaries, and besieged in the vil- 
lage of Minyeh, in Upper Egypt. This state 
of things added * fujtber embarrassments to Ea- 
ton's operations, by making personal intercourse 
with the Bashaw difficult if not impossible. He 
was still farther harassed by the uncertainty of 
ob^ning the Viceroy's .firman fqr the Bashaw's 
departure, in case he should be detached from the 
array of the Mamelukes. He resolved, therefore, 
to llirow himself on the honor and hospitality 
of the sovereign, without further delay. Accord- 
ingly he left the. British consular house, accompa- 
nied by Captain Vincents, to whom he had 
brought letters from Sir Alexander Ball, the Brit- 
ish Governor of Malta, and with Dr. Mandrici, an 
Italian, whom he had known at Tupis, to make 
a formal visit to the Vicerc^ by appointment. 

lliey were accompanied by a numerous es 
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cort, and preceded by lighted flambeaux and 
torches. The streets were lined with curious 
Spectators j eager to get a sight of " the men t^o 
had come from the new world." They were 
received with great state and magnificence in a 
large and^ splendifl hall. The Viceroy met them 
with dignity and s^bility^ seated Eaton next 
himself, on a spfii of embroidered purple and 
damask cushions, and arranged the rest of the 
company on the right and left. After the cus- 
tomary ceremonies, and some ^conversation on 
iiidifierent topics, the court were directed to re- 
tire, leaving the Viceroy and his interp^ter 
alone with his vbiters. The occasion was seized 
by Eaton to make a ifiill and candid expla- 
nation of his object. He gave a rapid sketch 
o[ the events which had led to the war with 
Tripoli, and of the negotiations with the exiled 
prince, adding many reflecticms, well adapted to 
flatter the ^ride and prejudices of his Excellency. 
The Viceroy approved the plan, and prom- 
ised his influence in promoting its* success, with 
the reservation, however, that if the Bashaw 
should have -joined the Mamelukes, it might 
change the dispositions he would otherwise make 
concerning him. It was^ replied, that an object 
of distress should not draw down the resentment 
of an exalted mmd, and that it was more like 
God to pardon than to pwisfar a repenting ene- 
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my. The Viceroy was pleased with this idgeo- 
ious flattery, and assented. He promised to send 
couriers in search of Hamet, and no doubt was 
left that permission would be obtained for the 
embarkation of the Bashaw and his suite. The 
only embarrassment remaining, was the difficulty 
of withdrawing him from the Mamelukes without 
exciting suspicions, which would be fatal. The 
Viceroy immediately granted him a le^er of am- 
nesty, and permission to pass through the Turkbh 
army unmolested. E^tot^ had already found at 
Cairo the prime minister, and one of' the confl- 
dai^al governors, of Hamet Bashaw, in concert 
with whom he despatched secret couriers with 
the letter of amnesty and passport of safe conduct. 
While waitings for the issue of these meas- 
ures, he employed himself in finding out Tripo- 
litao emigrants in Egypt, and ascertaining their 
feelings towards the rival brothers. A letter came 
from the Bashaw in answer to Eaton's first de-^ 
spatch from Cairo, informing him of a place which 
he had selected for an interview ; but, as Eaton's 
sub^quent letters had advised him to repair to 
the English house at ^Rosetta, under the guar- 
antee of .4he Viceroy's passport, he detei^ihed 
to go thither himself. Receiving no intelli- 
gence <m his arrival, he proceeded to Alexan- 
dria, and there received another letter infcmning 
lum that the Bashaw adhered to his first se- 
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lection of a place of interview, near lake Fay- 
oum on the border of the desert, and aboat one 
hundred and ninety miles 'from the seacoast. 

Katon determined on attemptmg a journey 
thither, notwithstanding the hazards of travelling 
through ' k country exposed to all the horrors 
of civil war. Accordingly he left Alexandria, 
with two officers from the Argtis, and an escort 
of twenty-three men, indifferently mounted ; but 
had proceeded ofily about seventy or eighty 
miles on his route, when he found himself ar- 
rested at the Turkish lines. Circumstances were 
strong enough to excite the suspicions of a less 
vigilant commander than the general of the Ot- 
toman troops, and it was not surprismg, that a 
body of armed foreigners, shaping their course 
towards the enemy's rendezvous, and <with no 
other ostensible object than 16 find a refugee 
Bashaw, should not be perfnitted to pass unmo- 
lested^ 

Their situation was extremely embarrassing. 
Eaton quieted the Turkish commander's sus- 
picions by adroitly complimenting the correct- 
ness of hb military conduct, and assuring him 
Aat, knowing his magnanimity, he was deter- 
mined to have an interview, in fdl confidence 
that he would ud a measure, so humane, and 
so favorable to the Turkish mterests m Egypt, 
even in case he would not permit him to pursue 
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the object personally. To this <ras added, that h» 
had it in charge to tender him a douceur j as a 
testimony of the exaltied opinion entertaitied of 
his name and merits. The Turk was overcome. 
He called a young Arab chief to his tent, re- 
lated to him the business, and asked him if he 
could give any account of Hamet. The young 
man exclaimed, that he knew all, and added, 
that twenty thousand Bfirbary Arabs were .ready 
to march from, the Egyptian border; to recov- 
er their native country and inheritance, and that 
he would pledge his head to the Turkish gen- 
eral to bring Hamet Bashaw in ten days. 

He was accordingly despatched the next morn- 
ing on this errand. The suspicions of the gen- 
eral were not yet wholly removed. He kept a 
vigilant eye upoii the Americans, J)ut extended 
to them every attention, dictated by politeness 
and hospitality. .In a few days a messenger 
arrived from Hamet, with information that he 
was in the viomity, accompanied only by his 
suite of about forty persons. The Turk's sus- 
picions, were now removed; he jtook Eaton by. 
the hand, applauded hb pandor, and invited him 
to a -dinner at his camp. 

After joining the Bashaw, they proceeded to 
Alexandria; but the intrigues ojf the Freqch 
consu]., who represei^ted the Americans as Bng- 
lish ispies in disguise, exposed them to new^djf- 
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fibultiesy by persuading the admiral of the port 
and governor of the city, not to admit the Ba- 
shaw, nor suffer him tp embark. The Bashaw's 
progress, however, wias not much impeded; for, 
having resolved to march by land to Deme and 
Bengazi, he moved round Lake Moeris, and 
formed his camp at Arab's Tower, about thirty 
miles west of the old port of Alexandria. In 
the mean time Eaton informed the Viceroy of 
the contempt with which his letter of amnesty 
had been treated, upon which his Excellency 
forthwith addressed a firman to the governor, 
conmiaoding immediate compliance, and impos- 
ing a fii^e of twenty-five thousand piastres. 

Preparations were now making to take up 
the line of mar6h through the Libyan desert. 
The party at present consisted of five hundred 
men, one hundred of wbom were Christiana re- 
cruited on tlie spot. They lyere to proceed to 
Bomba, "and there await the arrival of- Captain 
Hull, with supplies and reinforcements, which, 
it was supposed, would place them in a eondi- 
tion to make themselves masters of the provinces 
of Deme and Bergazi. To secure to the United 
States an mdemnity for the expense^ of this ex- 
pedition, Eaton entered into a convention with 
Hamet Bashaw^by which the latter pledged the 
tribute of Sweden, Denmark, and the Batavian 
Republic. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Preparations to march across the Desert. — Dif* 
jiculty with the Camel-D fivers, ^- March com- 
menced, — Further Difficulties with the Arab 
Recruits. — •Alarming Intelligence from Derne^ 
and its Consequences, — Extracts from Eaton! s 
Journal. — News of the Squadron at Deme. 
— March continued. — Arrival at Deme,-^' 
Battles with the Troops stationed there. — 
Overtures of Peace by the reigning Bashaw, 
— Negotiations concluded, — Deme evacuat- 
ed, — Eaton's Return to the United States^ 
and flattering Reception, 

In March, 1805/ the caravan was arranged at 
Arab's Tower, and the forces organized. The 
caravan consisted of one hundred and seven 
camek, and a few asses. The troops were, nine 
Americans, including Lieutenant O'Bannon, and 
Mr. Peck, a non-commissioned oflScer, • and six 
private marines ; a company of twenty-five can- 
noniers, commanded by Selim Comb, and Lieu- 
tenants Connant and Roco ; a company of thirty- 
eight Greeks, commanded by Captain Luca Ul- 
ovix, and Lieutenant Cohstantme ; the Bashaw's 
suite cff about ninety men ; a party of Arab oav- 
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rify; making the whole number about four hub- 
dred. Before the march began, the camel-driv- 
ers, fearing th^t, if they performed their senri- 
ces befcMre being paid, the Christians would de- 
fraud them, refused to proceed. The Bashaw 
was irresolute; but Eaton ordered the Chris- 
tians under arms, and, pretending a counter march, 
threatened to abandon the expedition, unless they 
advanced without delay. This measure. ^as ef- 
fectual, and the inutiny was suppressed. ^A few 
days after the march commenced, a courier from 
Deme met the Bashaw, and informed faim-tfaat 
the province had taken up arms in his cadse. 
This good news produced demonstrations of 
joy among the advanced troops, #hich proved 
nearly fatal to the Christians who wwe esccHrfc- 
ing the caravan. The foot forces of tiie Arabs, 
hearmg tht mc, and thinking u .11 an attack had 
been made by the wild Arabs of the desert, 
were only prevented by the prudence of (Mie 
of their companions from disarming the Chris- 
tians and putting them to death. - 

On arriving at a castle, called by the Arabs 
Masroscah, ^Eaton learned, for the first time, 
that the caravan had been freighted by tbe Ba- 
shaw only to this place, and that the owners 
had received no part of their pay. Ttiey re- 
fused to proceed to Boraba, or to wait fin: thte 
money, alleging that theit . engagement ^liH the 

Dd 
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Bashaw was akeady iul^led. They were prom- 
ised payment on .condition of proceeding two days 
further, to which they finally assented. £aton 
raised among his men a sufficient supply of 
money, added to what the Bashaw procured 
bom his followers^ to pay off the caravan ; .which 
being done, instead of performing their engage^ 
ment, they deserted, and turned their steps to- 
wards Egypf. 

A plot was discovered among Some of the 
Arab chiefi to proceed no farther, until assurance 
was received that the American vessels had ar- 
rived at Boipba^ a report having been put in 
circuladon, that a body of eight hundred caval- 
ry, and large foot forces, were on then: march 
firom Tripoli, for the defepce of Deme. A res* 
olution was finjsdly taken, without consulting the 
commander, to jremain on the spot, until a run- 
ner should go to Deme and return. Eaton im- 
mediately (Mxlered their rations to be stopped. 
He resolved tq seize the castle and fortify him- 
self there, uQtil relief could be procured from 
the squadrcm, and to draw off the Christians, leav?- 
ing the Arabs to devise the means of their 
own subsistence -and safety. This decided con* 
duct had the effect of bringing back a part of 
the insurgents, who agreed to proceed two dajrs 
fiirther. , 

Chi the 26tb (tf March, a courier brought in- 
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telligence from Derne, that five hundred of the 
reigning Bashaw's cavahry, acc(»np%inied by great 
numbers of Arabs, were but a few days'^ march 
from that place. This information produced 
great alarm in the camp; the Bashaw hesitated 
about proceeding further; the camel-drivers fled 
with their caravan, and the Arabs seamed de- 
.^ermined to return to Fayoufn. One of the 
principal chiefs/ the Sheik el Tahib, refused to 
advance without certain inteHigenc6 of the Amer- 
ican squadron ait Bomba. .Eaton reproached him 
with want of courage and fidelity. He left the 
camp in a xage, swearing that he would join 
them no more, and carried with hiin a small 
detachment of his tribe. The Bashaw was anx- 
ious to recall him, but Eaton refused to ask as 
a favor,~ what he claimed as a right, and imme-» 
diately issued orders to march. 

The Sheik, finding the commander was in- 
'flexible to threats, came back with his whole 
party. The following extracts from Eaton's 
Journal, show with what difficulties his progress 
through the desert was beset. 

*^ March 2dtb. I perceived a manifest reluc- 
tance in the Bashaw to advance, and evident 
calculations for a retixjgmde march. Joseph Ba- 
shaw's forces had seized on all his nerves. He 
now took from my officers the horses he had 
given thdm ibr the passage through the desert, 
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wdd gave them to some of his ibotmen ; drew 
off his Mahometans, and stood balancing, after 
the troops 'were drawn up for the inarch. I 
reproached him with indecision, want of perse- 
verance, and of consistency in arrangement. I 
demanded the hca*ses for my officers. High 
words en^ed. I ordered ^e march in front. 
The Bashaw retrograded; We proceeded in 
fioBt with the baggage. The Bashaw came up 
in about tWo hours-; and, makmg us some com- 
pKments for our firmness^ sdd he was cbliged 
to dissemble an acfquiJescence iii the wishes of 
his people to render them manageable. We 
proceeded twelve mBes and a half to a castle 
Shemees, and camped at one o'clock, P. M. 
fa the evening, discovered that the Arabs, who 
irad joined us on the 35th, and who, as we - ex- 
pected, were following us, had all taken up 
-ibeir, march finr the borders of Egypt. The 
8beik el' Tahib had ^scouraged and dissuaded 
them from pursuing the expedition. The Ba- 
\Aaw sent off a general officer with sundry horse- 
men to bring them back by persuasion. 

*^Hamet Gurgies, the (^cer who went for 
the Arabs, did not return tlra'^ay. 

^^ March 20f*. ReBftained in canip, waiting 
for Hamet Gurgies. At this castle, which is a 
rough stone, wall, laid ifir clay mc^tw, about ten 
feet high; wtthout basdofis, and one kdidredlbiit 
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square, there seems to be sppie trade with the 
mbabitants of the interior of Afijca. We find 
here cattle, sheep, butter, fowls, eggs, and dates, 
but very dear;, ^nd for wUch we bartered, rice 
at great disadvsoatage^ The skuation is ^ChoDtr 
ing; vast plains, capable of high cultivatba; 
good wdl water, and spme enclosed gardens of 
fig and palii) trees#f But every, thmg bears, die 
ruinous aspect of ravage a^d war* About ibui 
P. M., Hamet Gurgies came up with the Arabs, 
who separated themselves firom us on the 27th. 

'^ Marc^ 30th» At six, A. M. resumed our 
march with the Christians and baggage, leaving 
the Bashaw to follow with his Arabs, who were 
mounted ^r the purpose. At ^is instant a dis- 
pute arose between the Sheik e] Tahib and Sheik 
Mahamet, concerning the distribution of one thour 
sand five hundred dollars, which the Ibrmer had 
rec^ved of the Bashaw to be equally distribu^ 
ed, a part ^ which he had concealed ; and 
grew so- warm that Hamet swore he would 
I»roceed no farther* Three other SheSca and 
several other (considerable Arabs took part with 
him, and retrograded. The Bashaw in ymi enr^ 
deavored to reconeile the parties. Sheik Maf» 
hamet persisted in quitttpg the expedition, and 
with his party moved ra{»dly ofiT. The Bashaw 
left them, and .hastily pursued us> with a view 
of^ arf^sting om^ march., baviiig sent back HaoM^ 

VOL. IX. 20 D D 2 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



906 AMERICAIT BIOGBAPHT. 

Crurgies and two other officers to endeavor to 
recover the malecontents. We had gained fifteen 
miles ahead^ when he came up with us at two 
o'clock, P. M. But it was necessary to retro* 
grade three miles to water, and there encamp. 
The expedition could not proceed without those 
chiefi, as they had many people and powerful 
influence with the Eit ei dUi tribe near Deme, 
to which they belcMig." 

At five o'clock in the afternoon they encamped. 
The Bashaw, with twelve horsemen and the in- 
terpreter, returned to the castle, intending if 
possible to ^reconcile the Sheiks and bring up 
their party. This caused a new delay. 

" From Alexandria t6 this place," says Eaton 
in his Journal, ^*we have experienced contm- 
nal altercations, contentions, and delays among 
the Arabs. They have no sense of^ patriot- 
ism, truth, or honor; aiid no attachment where 
they have no prospect of gain, except to 
their religion, to which they are enthusiasts. 
Poverty makes them thieves, and practice ren- 
ders them adroit in . stealing. ' The instant the 
eye of vigilance is turned ^m an object on 
.which they have fixed a desire, it is no more 
to be found. Arms, ammunition, and provisions 
most engage their furtive speculation ; but sun- 
dry of our people have been robbed -of their 
olotbes and o&er articles. With. all their de<- 
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pravity of morals they possess a sayage inde- 
pendence of soul, an incojrigible obstinacy to 
discipline, a sacred adherence to the laws of 
hospitality, and a serupulous peirtinacity to their 
reUgious laith and ceremonies. Day before yes- 
terday I was admitted, as a mark, of special 
distinction, within the walls of their castle* Ca- 
riosity brought every Arab about me who be- 
longed to the tribe. They examined the lace 
of my hat, epaulettes, buttons, spurs, and mount- 
ing of my arms. These they took to be all 
gold and silver. They were astonished, that God 
should permit people to possess such riches^ who 
followed the religion of the DevUP^ 

The interpreter undertook to explain to them 
that the religion ^ of the America people dif- 
fered from that of- other nations who wore hats, — 
this being, in the eyes, of the Arabs, the dis- 
tinguishing mark of a Christian. He told them 
that they believed in God, and respected .all 
hb revelations, but made no distinction between 
the believers ia different creeds ; a statement, that 
puzzled them not a little. They had heard, 
however, that Eaton was a good mai^, and a 
great friend of the Musselmans, ,and lamented, 
that, being an mfidel, ^he must unquestionably 
be damned. They. urged him to secure his 
admission to Mahomet's paradise by repeating 
after them a simple formulary, implying that 
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Makomet was the prophet x>( Ciod. He r&- 
jlHed, that the Americans were promised a. 
heaven distinct from that of the Papisli and 
Musselmai^i, but that all good men would be 
admkted^ to it, and excursimis would be allowed 
into the paradise b{ Mahomet and the beaten 
of the Pope. He told them that he was assured 
himself of a ciril reception by those opposite 
prophets, inaHmich m he had many friends 
amoDg the followers of both. They smiled at 
this representation^ but confessed they should 
be glad to $ee him in their paradise, though they 
had some Aoahtu whether Mahomet would allow 
him to come even on a visit, unless he professed 
his religion \aad became a true believer. 

The Journal continues, ^^ Aprii IsL Sheik 
el Tahib .put himself at the head of five Sheiks,, 
three of whom were of the caravan, and present- 
ed himself at my marquee^ to demand an aug-. 
mentation of the ration. A refiised. He menaced. 
I reproached him as the cause of all our delays 
in ,the mah)b, aad with a total fiukre of all his 
engagements with ihe. He had oigaged me four 
hundred mounted Arabia of his tribe at the Mara- 
bout, and to bring ote to Bomba in fourteen days* 
His whole number of men coQsbted of but twen- 
ty-erght ; we bad now been twenty-five days' in 
gabbg half our distance; and, instead of <mG<nu>- 
aging o|ir ptogre^s^ be was on all occasions, thrm* 
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yg% obstafiles in our way. He recxirainated the 
Ba^aw aod other Sheiks. I tbou^t the Bashair 
and Sheiks he accused were better men than him- 
self; aad wQuld not hear them calumniated. He 
believed m& partial. I said to him^ if he had ex- 
perienced any erid^ce of my partiality, it was 
in his ftycff until after his hypocrisy betrayed it- 
seUl It was ti:ue I now held him in no consid- 
eration^ £» I codd. place no lelianoe in any 
th»n§ be said or .undertook. He seemed very 
indifferent about the. opinion I entertained of 
him^ pMvided be could obtain his object. HJt 
QMitioned me agiTinst persisting in the resdution 
I had taken not to augment die ration ; it would 
unavoidably produce an insurrection. The other 
Sbeiics and earavaa would leave me. As for 
bimaelf, he could not 'subsist on rice alone; ha 
woulcl hofo^ l/iriad idso. I asked him if he 
dionghl Uh con^l the measure. He ssud,, with 
amenac^g tone, ^Remember you are in a. des- 
ert, (md a.gamUrtf not yaur ottm. lam a great- 
er man here, than, either y^u or the BaehawJ I 
retiMted; \\ have found yo^ at the bead of ^evei^ 
commotion, , which has happened since w£i left 
Alexanifaia. Tou are the inst^s^r of the prB»> 
ent among the chiefs. Leave my' tent I hut 
mark; if I find a mutiny in camp during the 
absanoe <rf the Bashaw^ I. will put you to in* 
atantc death ai^tba. fomenter of rx,' Ha left thi9 
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tent; mounted his horse; and, with two other 
Sheiksy took himself off. The Bashaw's has- 
nadar (treasurer) had been called into mj ten^ 
on the entrance of the Sheik el Tahib. He had 
the influence to pacify the other chie&, or to 
engage them to wait at least till the return of 
the Bashaw. At two o'clock the She& el Tdiib 
returned; entered into the tent of my officers; 
regretted that he had lost my confidence; ap 
prehended that some secret enemy had Insin- 
uated unfavorable impressions against him ; was 
devoted to me ; would even abandon the Ba- 
shaw to follow me ; and begged Mesinrs. Farquhar 
and Peck to use their influence for a reconcil- 
iation. , 

" At five o'clock he came to my tent; profess- 
ed eternal olDligations and attachment; would 
seek every occasion to ;^Ve proofs of it; and 
hoped that an opportunity would offer t^ hirn 
at Deme to convince me that he was a man ! 
' "I replied, that I required nothmg of him 
by way of reconciliation, but truth, fidelity to the 
Bashaw, pacific conduct among the other chiefi, 
uniformity and perseverance in this conduct. 
These he promised by an oath; and offered me 
his hand."' 

" Visited the Arab camp. Their young men, 
young women, and children are perfectly wdl 
Inade, and though •coppec-colored, are hand- 
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some. Never saw teeth so universally sound 
and white, even,. and well set. The women do 
not veil; have nothing -of the affected reserve 
and bigoted pride of thg Turks; yet in their 
general deportment modest and ba3hful. I took 
dates in the tent of their principal Sheik; one 
of his wives served; them in an osier pannier, 
and seemed elated with the visit; I compli- 
mented her elegant proportion and symmetry. 
She smiled, and said , there were much hand- 
somer young - women in camp than herself. I 
doubted it. To give me proof^ sundry fine 
girls and young married women were invited in. 
I admitted they were very handsome, but could 
not give up my^ first opinion. " 

^On the 2d of- April, the Bashaw returned 
lvith the Shaiks, who had l^fi; the party a. few 
days before. He had overtaken them^ at a 
distance pf fifty-nine miles on .the route to the 
province of Bahara, after riding all night and the 
following day, exposed to a fall of rain and severe 
winds, and subsisting on ; milk and dates, which 
were occasionally supplied by the lAjrabs of the 
desert. 

The evolving of the same day Eaton held a 
meeting of the Bashaw and all the Sheiks at 
his tent, and urged upon them the importance of 
union and perseverance to insure the success of 
the enterprise in which thev were engaged. They 
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iBtemd to his representations and pledged their 
1k»o£ to abide by bis counsels ; and orders were 
accoidiBgly giiren to resume the march at the beat 
of the leveiUee next morning. The whole num- 
ber of eSdcA^fe men oa the ground was found to 
be between six and seven hundred^ exclusive of 
camp ieUowen and Bedoimi*f£mplies. The move- 
ments of tfa^ following day are thu? detailed. * 

" ja^l 3d Marched at six, A. M. Ad- 
vanced only tea miles in fronts when the Arabs 
pitched their camp »3d insisted on remsdning 
bene untii> they could send a caravan five days^ 
mardi into the roterior oi the desert^ to a place 
called Seewaidc to procure dates. We were in 
a valley upon the centre of a vast elevated plain ^ 
and hiad excelleat eistem water* I urged the 
march ahead. The Arate positively refused to 
proceed. They were short of provisiotis, and 
had no oCber report. I said those wsuits would 
be suppbed at Bomba. They rej^lied^ that this 
depended oa contingency; we could not com- 
mand the sea. I threatened to take off the 
Christians. Hiey entreated I would halt till 
the next morning. To this I x^nsented oi;i con- 
dkioD, that they would solemnly promise to 
throw no more impediments in the way ,of our 
progress to Bomba^ and that they would her^ 
after yield implicit obedience to my orders; 
threatening at the same time to embark with the 
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Bbshaw aad bis siiite al that place, aod proceed 
directly to Tripc^, lea.ving them to contend for 
the fMroidnoes. of Deme^and Bengazi, alone, in 
iwaa of any bfiractbn of th'ese^^nditions. They 
fdedgied themselves; and we encamped. Tbeif 
cttravaa went oS finr Seewauk, to jpin us again 
at Bomka." 

. The Mowing exicaci QQnledna a still mcwe 
itrikmg pietpre. 

''April 8th. Maidied at six, A. M. De* 
scended the western dsdivity of the iiK>untab. 
At niM called a hall netur a dstem of exceUeat 
rain water, excavated m a adid rock, at the 
bottom <d a deep, cavioe, by the torrents of 
water and smaU stones wbicb rush down thQ 
mountain, by this avenue during the, rainy, sear 
soa. This was a preckMis repast to our thirsty 
pilgrims. 1 went with a small party to survey 
Ae seacoast and recoimoitra the country, intend- 
ing ,to pursue the maicb as soon as the army 
dKNildhave refreshed themselves. But, ducing 
my abaesce, the Basbaw ordered tbe campa 
ptched* On. my return I^demanded Us reason 
fix so doing. He answered, that tbe e^diaus^ 
ed situstfen of the troops and peo{4e rehired 
at least one day's repose* I discovered, how- 
ever, that his. real inteatioQ was to rejraain oo 
this ground until a courier should return, which 
be WM abeai to despat^ to BonJ^ in ^lest of 

Eb 
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our vtessels. We bad oxAy sk days' radons of 
rice; no bread nor meat^ and no small rations* 
I urged this circumstance as an impulsive reason 
why the march should continue. He said the 
Arab chiefe were resolved to proceed no further 
dll the camp should have recrmted themselves 
by a little , repose. I told him, if they pre- 
ferred famine ^ to fatigue, they might have the 
choice ; and ordered their rations stopped. The 
day passed coniusedly among them» At three, 
P. M. the Bashaw, compelled by his Arab host, 
struck his tent, ordered hb baggage packed, 
mounted, and took tip a march for Fiaume^ by 
the mountain. I waited without emotion the re- 
sult of this movement, not chbosing to betray a 
concern for ourselves. . Discovering, Jio\>ii'evar, 
an intention in the Arabs to* soize our provisions, 
I beat to arms. My Christians fcrnned a line 
in front of the magazine tent. Each party held 
an opposite position for the space of an hour. 
The Bashaw prevailed on the Arabs to return; 
they dismounted ; and he pitched his t^st. 

^^ Supposing the tumult tranquiUized, I ordered 
the troops to pass the manual ererpise, according 
to our daily practide. In an instant the Arabs 
took an alarm; re-mounted', and exclaimed, /The 
Christians are preparing to fire on ^ us ! ' The 
Bashaw, mounted and put himself at their head, 
apparently impressed with the same apprehension. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



WILLIAM EATON. ^K 

A body of about two hundred advanced in fidl 
charge upon our people, who stood their ground 
motioidess. The enemy-withdrew at a small dis- 
tance, singled out the cheers, and, with dehberate 
aim, cried,: — Fire ! Some of the Bashaw's officeri 
exclaimed, ^ For God's sake do not fire ! The 
ChHstians are our friends.' Mr. O'Bannpn, Mr. 
Peck, and young Farquhar, stood firmly by me. 
Selem Aga, (captam of cannoniers,) his lieu-' 
tenants, and the two Greek officers, remained 
steadfast' at their' post. The others w^e agitat- 
ed, and in fact abandcmed us. I advanced to- 
wards the Bashaw and cautioned him agidnst 
givbg countenance, to a^ desperate act. At once 
a column of muskets were atined at- my breast. 
The Bashaw was distracted. A universal damn 
or drowned my voice. I waved my hand as a 
signal for jittention. At this critical moment 
some of the Bashaw's officers and sundry Arab, 
chiefs rode between us with drawn sabres and 
lepelled the Inutineers. . I reproached the Ba- 
shaw for his rashness, or rather weakness. His 
hasnadar asked him if he was in his senses. 
The Bashaw struck him witli his* naked 43abre. 
The firacas had nearly resumed its rage, when 
I took the Bashaw by the arm, led him ikom 
Ifae crowd, and asked < him. if h& knew his own 
mterests and his firiends! He relented; called 
me his &mi and {tfc^ector; said he was too 
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aooD besiMl; aad bXkmmi me to- ny tept, g^y^ 
hg ocdais at tho same time to hk Ajrabs to 
dispene. Afi^r a ixxMnent's brealb, he said, i£ 
I would give ord^cs to iamie rice, it woidd quiet 
eTery thing. ' Thas t woidd' not do on. any otinr 
ex conditbo than bis pcomise to march to-mor* 
low morning at i^ve91^e beatbg. He pcomised, 
and provisioiis wen issoed. ' Ct(^iifessiofi9 of ob- 
ligatioii^ and profi38si^:is of i^fM^bment were re* 
peated as uiual on the part of the Bashaw and 
bis officers ; and the camp again renmied its 
tsBnq/aa^iiy. The firm and decided ocmdnat of 
Mr^ O'Bannon, as on all other oeca^fiii^i^ did. 
much to detor the yidence. orthe sassagea.. by 
whom we were mrroimdedy as w»U . as to siqn 
port oor own dignity and character. Aftear the 
afisar was oyer; the Bashaw en^raced^ him. with 
an eothusiasm of respect, calling Jbim the brav$f 
JStmerican* The Che:iralier Dayies, my. aid^ie^ 
camp, acted a^ part which I woiA^rather attain ' 
ute to an amiaUe disposition- thiSr to weakaeae. 
of nerye. My doctor behayed cbddedly fike 
a coward, and a base one. Mr. Fai!<]pibar con- 
docted Tridi^raaiily firmness. One of the Arabs^^ 
dnrmg the agitation, snapped a. {Mstgl at his 
bretftt. Happily it missed fire; had it beenr 
othervrise, 'the fine wgukl^ m6st fnrobably havar 
beeo9ie g^ieral and the result setiou9* 

^* We &id k dmoirt impcBsible to msinreidifiw 
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wild \3igfAs wkh ccHofidence in us, or to persuade 
ibemy that, beiog Christians, we can be otherwise 
tba^^ enemies to Mussuhnans. We have a diffi- 
Qult undertaking." 

. The Bashaw continued to show signs of dis^ 
trust. It had . been intimated to him, liiat the 
Americans designed to use him only ^for the 
purpose of obtaining a peace with his brother, 
anjd the •intimation filled, him wjth alarm. How 
much ground existed for this suspicion will ap- 
pear in the sequel. A> council of war was held 
on the 10th of April, and an insurmountaUe 
reluctaaee was manifested, on the*. part' of tbe 
Arabs, and some of thd Bashaw's' people, to 
procee(^g further without intelligence of the 
squadron. Eaton Was forced to yield, ^d agreed 
to halt after two days' fiarther march. 

Happily, the courier, who had been despatch- 
ed to Bomba, arrived the same evening^ with 
mfimnation th^the vessels were off that place 
aad Deme. In an instant the gloom and dis- 
ccmtent were changed to enthusiastic regoicmgs. 
The Arabs resumed their confidence, and the 
Baidiaw, promised to fierce the remainder of the 
march to Bomba. In five days more, having 
eiidui^ great hardship from want of provisions 
aod water, they reached that long- desired port; 
but Eaton was as^nisbed to find there no trace 
of a hu^aan bebg, and ne indications ef the 

Eb2 
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vessels. The Arabs became outrageoos and 
abusive, and resolved to depart the next morn- 
mg. Eaton proposed to attempt reaching Demey 
but it was thought impracticable. Finallf , he 
drew off with his Christian followers, and kept 
up fires on a mountain in the re^ all night. 
At eight the next morning the discovery of a 
sail spread joy and eitultation dirough the camp. 
It proved to be the Argus. Captain Hull 
had seen the fires and stood> in. Provisions 
were sent ashore for the suffering tcoops. The 
next day the sloop Hornet arrived, with a stijl 
further supply. The army passed three days 
in refreshing themselves after their w€!ary marc^, 
and making preparations for continuing it to 
Deme.- Their journey wa^ Resumed pn the '23d, 
and they now beg^n to approach cultivated fields. 
Measures were taken to prevent pillage. ' A 
herald proclaimed throughout the camp, ^' He 
who fear^ God and feels attachment to Hamet 
Bashaw, will be careful to desUoy nothing. Let 
no one touch the growing harvest. He who 
transgresses this^ injunction shall lose his right 
hand." On the 24th they encamped in a pleas- 
ant valley, about five hours^ march fix«n Deme. 
Information Was received, that the govemo): had 
taken his position, and was determined to de- 
fend the. city, and that the army of the reign^ 
ing Bashaw was in the neighb(»rhood, md would 
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probably, by a forced march, arrive at Derne 
first. 

The Arabs were again alarmed, and the Ba- 
shaw desponded. The next morning, when or- 
ders were given to march, the Arabs mutinied, 
and the Bedouins refused to strike their tents. 
By persuasions, reproaches, and the promise of 
two thousand dollars to be shared among the 
chiefs, . they were prevailed oil to advance, 
and the same afternoon the camp was pitched 
on an eminence overlooking Derne, from which 
the place was reconnoitred. The governor's 
defence was found to consist of a water battery 
of eight nine pounders towards the northeast, 
a few temporary breastworks and wa]ls of old 
buildings on the southeast; and on the front of 
the^ bay, about one third of the inhabitants, in 
the interest of the reigning B^haw, had provid- 
ed then: terraces and the wdls of their houses 
with loopholes^ The governor had also mount- 
ed a howitzer on the terrace of his palace. 
Several Sheiks came out in the evening to visit 
the Bashaw, and assured him, that the remaining 
two thirds of the inhabitants were loyal to his 
person, but that, as the governor could bring 
eight hundred men into the field, and was mas- 
ter of all the batteries, the breastworks, and the 
seaboard^ it would be difficult to dislodge him. 

The next -day the NauHJtit came- in sight, 
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and the Argui and Homei the day after. Oa 
his first arrival, Eaton bad sent in to the gov* 
embr a flag of truce, which was returned^ with 
the laconic answer, " My head or. ygurs." The 
morning of the 27th> the army was put in mo* 
tion towards the city. -The Nautilus and HoT" 
net approached the shore, and one of the field- 
pieces was dra^ up the precipice. The troops 
advanced to their ppsitions, and a .fire com- 
menced on the shipping, whiph was returned by 
Lieutenant Evans, who stood in and anchored 
within a hundred yards of the battery, and by 
Lieutepant Dent, who had taken a position, bom 
which he brought his giins to bear on the . bat- 
tery and the city* Cfptam Hull anchored the Ar* 
gus near enough to throw a twenty -four pound 
shot into the town. A detachment of six Amer- 
ican marines, a company of twenty-fouf can- 
Dcmiers,! another pf thirty-six Greeks, under^ 
the command of ^Lieutenant 0'Banno1:^. with, a 
few Arabs, occupied a position opposite the en- 
emy, who had taken post behind their tempo- 
rary parapets at. the southeast quarter of~ .th« 
town. The Bashaw seized a castle overlooking 
the town on the south-southeasi, and posted his 
cavalry on the plain in the rear. The firing be- 
came general befcre two q'clock, wherever Amer- 
icans and Tripolitans were opposed. The bat- 
tery .was. silenced in three quarters ^f an hour. 
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aad most of the enemy precipitately withdrew 
from that quarter to reinforce the party opposed 
to Eaton and his handful of men. The fire of 
tlie fieldpiece being slackened by the loss of 
the rammer, and the discharge of the enemy's 
musketry continually increasing, the troops were 
thrown into confusion, and it was impossible to 
reduce them to ord^. Eaton was convinced, 
that. a charge wa3 the last resort, and accord* 
mgly rushed with his men against a body of 
the, enemy ten times his number. They fled, 
keeping up im irregular fire from the pi^ trees 
and walls in their way. 

At this moment Eaton receivecl a ball through 
bis left 'wrist, which xidsaUed him firom using his 
rifle. Mr. O'Bannon priessed on with his ma- 
rines, the Greeks, and as many of the cannon- 
iers as could be spared from the fieldpiece. 
They passed through a^^ shower of musketry, 
took possession of the battery, and planted the 
American flag on its ramparts. The guns were 
tamed upon the enemy, who were driven tcom 
their outposts, and took refiige in the houses, 
from which they were speetlily dislodged by a 
heavy and well directed fire poured into them 
firora the tessels. The Bashaw took possesion 
of the governor's palace, and a little after feiir 
o'clock the troops liad entire possession of the 
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town, the battle havmg raged about two boms 
and a half. 

The governor took sanctuary in the harem of 
an old Sheik, in a division of the city favorably 
to the Bashaw^ He wa& demanded of the aged 
chief; but neither persuasion, bribes, nor menace 
could overcome hb determination not to suffer 
the hospitality of his house to be violated. He 
declared, that, whatever might be thie weakness 
oi: crimes of the Arabs, no instance was known 
among them of giving up a fugitive to whom 
they had once accorded ibeir protection ; and, 
should lie transgress that sacred principle, the 
vengeance of God, and the ocflum of all man- 
kind, would justly fix on him and his {)osterity. 
Finding that th& governor, Mustapha Bey, though 
shut up in his sanctuary ,^ was an active, in^guing, 
and dangerous enemy, Eaton <}etermined.to seize 
him by force; but the demonstrations of resist- 
ance, even among the friendly inhabitants/ were 
so unequivocal, that he soon ibund it prudent 
to desist from the attempt. "The Christians 
no longer respect the customs of ouf fathers and 
the laws of hospitality," was the universal out- 
cff, and all Eaton^s argum^ts were unavailmg. 
That night the Sheik aided the governor to es- 
cape to the enemy's camp, with a retinue of 
fifteeh or sixteen Turks. , ; - 

Five or six days wfere employed in putting 
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tlien](§elves in as good a state of defence, as the 
means they possessed rendered possible. Eaton 
took* up his post in the battery, raised parapets, 
and mounted guns, to be prepared for all §^'ents. 
The moment of gaining Derne was peculiarly 
fortunate, as the afmy^ sent from Tripoli for its 
defence, was less than three days' march dis- 
tant on the day' of the attack. 

Contrary to Eaton's expectations, the Trip- 
ditan troops, being joined by the governor of 
'Derne/ advanced upon the town and ofered bat- 
tle. An engagement took place on the 13th 
of May. The enemy* attacked a detachment 
of abcmt one hundred of Hamet's cavsfhry, who 
were ported a mite from the town. The de- 
tachment was bverpowered by superior numbers, 
and pursued into th& city, and Tilmost to the 
palace held by the Bashaw, whose supporters 
opened upon the pursuers a warm fire of mus- 
ketry. The guns from the Argus and Nautilus^ 
and from the battery, together with the field- 
pieces, were kept in continual action ; but, such 
an obstinate determination to seize the person of 
the Bashaw was manijEested, that Eaton began to 
fear the day was lost. Not being abfe to make a 
sortie for the Bashaw's relief, on account of the 
weakness of 4ib post, he turned his guns upon 
the town, and a shot from one of the nine-pound- 
ers killmg two of the enemy near the palace. 
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a retreat was instantly sounded, the town 
abandoned at all points, and the. enemy were 
pursued by Hamet's cavalry, under the shot of 
the ^vessels, yhich galled them sevierely in their 
flight. Before three o'clock in the afternoon, 
the city was reduced to tranquillity, and the enr 
emy w^re to be. seen only on tha neighboring 
heights. The loss of the Tripolitans was twenty- 
eight men killed and fifty-six wounded. Of the 
Ba^w's troops, the killecLand wounded amount* 
ed only tQ twelve or fourteen. 

In the following- days several attempts wefe 
made by , the Tripolitans to renew the assault. 
Tliey endeavored to collect camels' for the se- 
curity of their front and flanjcs, and surrounded 
their ca^lp with parapets. But the Arabs were 
afiaid to advance within reach of the caoncm, 
and reiiised to use their camels ^s breastwoiks^ 
Eaton was desirous oi attacking their position by 
a coup de main; but circumstances {Jrev^ited 
the attempt. The enemy ecHXtinued to show 
themselves in a menadng attitude. Acompany 
of fifty or ^xty foot, cov^ed by a. troo|^ ei 
horse, fell upon several Arab fiumilies, who were 
encamped in the rear of. the town, and drove 
oflf cattle and camels. TChey wfere pufeued, three 
of them were killed and wounded^ and the phtt»* 
der was retaken. Eat<Hi marched oat from^tbe 
gmscm with a smaU detachment,^ widi i view 
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of cuttiogioff their retreat* They made but a 
momeDtary resistance, and fled befi)re a charge 
of the bayonet. Their captain and five men 
Were killed, and two taken prisoners. The en- 
emy's camp beat to arms, moved towards the 
pursuing party in a body, but did not approach 
within musket-siiot, feanng to be drawn- into an 
ambusea^de. ^ 

The next mpming they resolved to aveng© 
therpseives by an attack, advanced with their 
whole force, and took post on an emiif^nce in 
fall view of the town. Preparations were made 
to receive them ; but, when orders were given for 
tibe^ attack, the Arabs mutinied and marched oj6F, 
and the Tripolitans were compelled to follow 
them. On the 2d of June another attempt was 
made with similar success. The Arabs refused 
to advice, alleging, that they were willing to 
^;bt an enemy in their own mode of warfare, 
but would have nothing to do with Americans, 
who fired enormous balls, that carried away men 
and camels together, or rushed on them with 
bayonets, without giving them time to load 
their muskets. Another attack was feigned the 
fallowing day, which, was repelled with loss. 
Oh the 11th of June, the enemy, having re- 
ceived firesh reinforcements of Arabs, appeared 
on the heights that overlooked the- town, but 
seemed irroNBolute. There was only one pasi 

Ff 
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through the steep and rough ledge of rocks, ast 
the side of the mountain, through which cavalry 
could descend. About half way between this pass 
and the town, the Bashaw had posted a small 
body of cavalry to serve as videttes. A large de- 
tachment of the enemy descended , the pass to 
cut off the post, . hilt were resisted and repelled. 
Small reinforcements came up on both sides, pntil 
the batde became general. The Argus anpoyed 
them with her shot, whenever they were upcover^d 
from the ridges, and one of the field pieces was 
occasionally brought to bear on. them from the 
advanced battery. The acticH) lasted^ four hours, 
when the enemy gave way and were chased 
back to the pass in the mountain, and many of 
their horses were lef( in the hands of the vic- 
tors. The number of the Bashaw's killed and 
lyounded was between fifty , and sixty ; the 
enemy lost between forty, and fifty killed, and 
had upwards^ of seventy wounded. The battle 
was fought, chiefly under the direction of the 
Bashaw. Eaton had doubts whether he should 
be justified in continuing ofifensive operations, for 
reasons which will appear in what is about to 
be related. 

Colonel Tobias Lear had been appointed con- 
sul-general of the JJnited States at Algiers, and 
commissicmer to negotiate a peace with Tripoli* 
He was instructed ta act under the advice oi 
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Commodore Barron^ commander of the Ameri- 
can forces in the Mediterranean, as to the selec- 
tion of a favorable moment to open the nego- 
tiation. That joioment had now arrived, in the 
opinion of the commodore, and he hastened to 
communicate this opinion to the consul. Ac- 
ccMrdingly he repaired to Tripoli in the United 
States frigate Essex, and opened a communica- 
ticm with the Bashaw. The Bashaw demanded 
two hundred thousand dollars for peace and ran- 
som, the ^delivery of all the Tripolitans, and the 
restoration of their property. These terms were 
rejected- at once, and the ultimcUum proposed 
was a mutual delivery of prisoners ; and, as the 
Bashaw held about two hundred more thati the 
Americans, the payment of sixty thousand dol- 
lars for their rajasom. To . prevent fruitless al-» 
tercatioD, the consul refiised Jo go on shore until 
these terms we)re formally acceded to. On the 
8d of June the preliminaries were completed, and 
sent off to the EssedOy with the Bashaw's seal. 
The consiil immediately went on. shore, and the 
officers and crew of the frigate Philadelphia^ 
who were held in captivity, were immediately 
set at liberty. The bravery pf the Americans 
at Deme, and the , idea that they had. a large 
force and abundant supplies at that place, had 
made a strong impression on the Bashaw. The 
consul took advantage of this impression, and 
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eodeavoired to make an arrangement .&¥<»iUe 
te the exile ; but he coidd ^nly persuade th» 
Bashaw to engage, that, if his brother would witb- 
dmw peaceably from his dominions, his wife and 
cbildran should be restored to hinu 

These &cts were speedily communicated to 
Ei^OB, with orders to evacuate Deme, agree- 
ably to the articles of stipulation between Mr. 
Leaf and the Bashaw of Tripoli, by Commo- 
dore Rogers, who had succeeded Commodoro 
Barron- in the command of the squadcon* Tha 
in&imiatioB filled Eaton with dbappointment and 
iodigoatbu* He had looked forward with en- 
tbusiafitic ardor to the prospect of drivmg ik% 
uMurper from his' throne, reinstatbg the exfled 
biDther, ,and setting die American captiv^ai free, 
without qcm^tions and without ransom. He 
ainticipated with pride, that by' his ti^eans and 
dnou^ his agency the United Staites would in- 
flict a signal chastisement on an unprincipled 
usurps and pirate, and teach the other regmi* 
oies a lesson of respect for the American nsoaoe^ 
which they would not be likely soon to ibvget. 
He felt, moreover, that t^ honor of the^ country 
ms pledged to the cause of Hamet CaraiBelli, 
and that to desert him at diis period, whan perfect 
success seenned on the point of crowning tlie 
' enterprise^ would justly expose the Ameriosfi 
people to tha charge of selfishness and bad fiHtb« 
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It would show a dispo^ion on their part to w^ 
the un&MTtunate exile so far as bis influence and 
hk name promoted tbdr own interests, by kidd- 
ing up tbe delusive expectaticHi of cooperaticm 
to the end; but, tbe moment tbe reigning B»- 
sbaw sbouM be frigbtened into tbe acceptance 
of moderate terms of peace, to leave the iio- 
bappy prinoe to bis &te. It was seen, that bis 
oonditipn would now be worse, tban if tbe efr- 
terpnbe bad never been attempted. ^ 

Tbe terms on wbtob peace was concluded 
ipet Eaton's decided reprobation. The payment 
of sixty tbo£isand dollars ibr the prisoners >ef 
war, " hpt not a cent for peace," be regarded 
as aa insult to tbe understanding of tbe pe^ 
pie ; because, he very justly ai'gued, the caj^tal 
of the largest province in the jBstshaw's doEoia- 
ions, containing twelve or fifteei^ thousand ki- 
habitants, was in tbe possession of the Aineri- 
cans, and tine enemy despaired of recovermg it 
by foice of arms. So &r, tberef(»«, 6fom md 
paying a cent for peace, a kin^kxn liftd^becs 
surrendered to secure it,- a concesabn wbbb te 
pr&nounced needless and prodigals 

Eaton's representatjcMis were unavaXbg) and 
be was oUiged to cotnply. His »tuation was 
certainly enri^urrassing, ai^, to a ' mail ^ hm 
aident temperament, mortifyixif m tbe ex^irefiiew 
Perhaps his own wisiies led him to attiilHilB 

Fp2 
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more meaning to his instructions from the com- 
manders in the squadron, than an unprejudiced 
reader would discover there. Certain it is, he 
had no idea, that the Bashaw was to be used 
merely as an instrumenf^of bringing about a peace 
with the usurper ; and, when Hamet had been 
alarmed by an insinuatioj[i to that effect, in the 
early part of the nuirch across the desert, he took 
the greatest pains to do it away. There can 
be no doubt, that his anticipations of success 
in an attack on Tripoli would have been 
completely fulfilled. The victories already gain- 
ed, the popularity of Hamet's cause, the hatred 
of the people for the tyrannical usurper, the (fis- 
tress caused by the blockade, and the whole- 
some terror inspired by the exploits of the Amer- 
ican arms by sea and land, held out^ every 
prospect of entite success. 

Such being the state of things, it must be 
admitted, that Mr. Lear was too precipitate in 
his overtures* The least he was justified in 
demanding was an uticonditional surrender of all 
American prisoners, a peace on the terms of 
the most fevore^l nations, and stipilations for 
Ae entire security of Hamet and his foHowers, 
under ^he guarantee of the United States. The 
Bashaw would have been forced to yield every 
one of these demands, or, if he refused, the 
Americans would have beep fiiUy justified^ ia 
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marching upon bis capital, and drivii^ him from 
bis throne. The payment of tbp money was 
adding another link to the long chain of dis- 
graceful concessions made by Christian nations 
to the exactions of the Barbary pirates. 

T^bat tbq Americans were bound to proceed 
Vfith Hamet at all events, is more than can 
fairly be asserted^ on the contrary, it seems ev- 
ident, that they were bound to accept an hon- 
orable p^ace, whenever the reigning Bashaw saw 
fit to propose it. They had nothing to do with 
the fact of his being a usurper; he had been 
the recognised sovereign of Tripoli, and diplo- 
matic agents from the United States had been 
received and acknowledged at ^ his court. To 
mterfere, then,, in the internal affitirs of the king- 
dom, by assuming an arbitration upon the claims 
of two rivab contending for the throne, might, 
with some appearance of justice, have been con- 
demned in the eyes of the world as a departure 
from the usages of nations, and an unwan^antable 
violation of the. principles that regulate the in-* 
tercourse of sovereign states. 

The despatches of Mr. Lear and Commodore 
Rogers were communicated by Captain Camp- 
bell, of the frigate C<m$tellatwn^ who informed 
I^ton, that he had been mstructed by the com- 
mander of the squsidron, to receive die garrison 
on board his ship. On the 11th of June, the 
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captain west on shore, and was aecompani^d by 
Eaton to the town. The Bashaw was iinmedi 
ately informed of the peace concluded between 
the United States and his brother, and the stip- 
ulation, that bis family should be restored to 
him on condition of his witlnhrawing quietly from 
the kingdom. He was alarmed at the danger 
of his situation, arid said, that his only hope of 
safety wf^ in - leaving the country with tb6m ; 
and even this would be impossible for bun, and 
hazardous to them, if the project should trans- 
pire before ^it was earned into effect. , Eatbn 
tfaerefere kept up the idea of an attack on the 
enemy, wluch w^s the more easily done, in con- 
sequence of a report put in circulation, that 
a reinforcement had arrived in the frigate for 
Ais very purpose. Ammunition and extra ra- 
tions vren <»itere4 to be distributed ^^morig the 
Moorish and Arab 'troops^ and spies were de- 
spMched to ascertain the enemy's position. The 
garrison were inspected and dk*ected ^o hold 
themselves k readiness to advance. At eight 
o'clock in the evenirig patroles were stationed 
to stop all intercourse between the town a^ 
the port, occupied by the Americans. In the 
mean time the boats of the ConsteUaiion were 
kud along side the whwrf, and the captain of 
the cannoniers was ordered to embark his com- 
pany first, and after them the Greeks. 
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Tbis manoeavre wts executed with jpnxnpb- 
ness and silence, and a messenger W9s despatched 
to the Bashaw le^piesttog ati krteraew. H« 
immedmtely caiil& with his retkoue, and endwi^ed 
in the boats. The marines and American ch- 
eers foHdwed. When all were -fiariy off, EiU»ii 
stepped intO' a small boat, and had just time 
to get to a safe distance- fixxn the shore, wbeii 
die alarmed soldiery and populace crowded to 
the caaip, the battery, and the coast, wkfa cries 
of terror aikl bursts of execration. The tents 
and horses that- were left were seised, and prop*- 
arations' were immediately made for^ffigfat. The 
garrison, with the Bashaw and hb suhe^ were oli 
board the ConsteUation about two o'clock in 
the morning, and, before daybr^k, the Arabs, 
and sueh inindiitante of the town as w^ aUe 
x> umke their escape, j9ed to the motdoitains. 

In the morning, a messenger from Tripoli 
went ashore under a flag of trace, catrying. let*- 
ters of amnesty from the reigning Bashaw to 
the people of Derse, on condition of their re* 
tombg to tbm aHegiance. They rejectjod^ his 
oSbt of pardon, declaring, that they knew the 
Bashaw's perfidy too well to be ensnared hf 
k, and were resolved to defend themselves, to 
the last moment, against his 6oops« ^^In a .few 
nimtes moi^," says Eaton, writbg on teaad 
the ConsUUiKUony ^'we shall loee sight of this 
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devoted city, which has experienced as strange 
a reverse, in so ^fhort a time, as was ever re* 
corded in the disasters of war, thrown from proud 
success and elevated prospects into an abyss of 
hopeless wretchedness. Six hours ago, the en- 
emy were seeking safety from them by flight | 
this moment we drop them from ours into 
the hands of the enemy, for no other crime but 
too much confidence in us. The man, whose 
fortunes we have followed thus far, experiences 
a reverse as striking. He falls, from the most 
flattering prospects of a kingdom^ to beggary." 

The duties annexed to Eaton's appointment 
as Navy Agent of the . United States, having 
ceased with the war, he requested of Commo- 
dore Rogers to grant him a passage in the first 
ship that should be sent home from his squad- 
ron.. He arrived at Syracuse towards the end 
c^ June, where he was detained some time in 
settling the business growing out df the expedi- 
tion to t)eme, which caused him some trouble 
and perplexity. He endeavored to prevail on 
Hamet, who was with him at Syracuse, to ac- 
company him to the United States, but unsuc- 
cessfully. The unfortunate man determmed to 
remain for the present, in, the hope of making 
some arrangement with the kmg of the two 
Seilies, against the reigning Bashaw, and, as ft 
last resort, to return to Upper Egypt. 
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On the 6th of August, 1806> Eaton took 
passage for the United States, and arrived at 
Hampton Roads in November, having touched 
at Malta, Tunis, Gibrsdtar, and Madeira. He 
was received with lively demonstrations of re- 
spect by the citizens of Richmond, ^ who ten- 
dered him the honor of a public dmner. The 
same dictinction awaited him in Washington. 

His brilliant services- to the country in the 
war with^ Trf()oH had given him an enviable 
reputation throughout the United States. It was 
generally agreed, that hi& . exertions had com- 
pelled the Bsehaw to offer terms of peace ; and 
that, if the treaty had not been so hastily conclud- 
ed, and the naval force in the Mediterraoean had 
properly sustained him, he would in a short 
time have made himself master of Tripoli, dic- 
tated his own terms of peace^ and prevented 
the necessity of any further tribute to the Bar- 
bary powers. In the President's mjBSsage to 
Congress, his name was mentioned with distin- 
guished honor; but the measures of Lear were 
supported by the administration. With his usu- 
al warmth and imprudence, Ekiton commented 
severely on that gentleman's conduct, and thus 
gave much offence in the political circles of 
Washington. The quickness of his temper, and 
some peculiarities of manners, no doubt, excited 
strong prejudices against him in the mmds of 
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many, and pidbabiy bach their influence io re- 
pressing ihe dii^x)sitiQn of Ccmgress to acbiewl- 
edge hs services in tte maimer their importanoe 

QescrreQ 
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CHAPTER XII. 

SatoWM Visit to Brimfidd. — Return to IVatA- 
ington. -^ Proceedings of the House -of Hep- 
rtsentSBtives. — Besohe fttssed by the Momch 
dtusetts Legislature, — Eaton^s Deposition om 
the 'Drial of Burr. — Final Aefy'ustment of 
his C^ims.-^^ Section to the fjegidature by 
fU EfiJiaMtants of Bi*mfitld, — IKs Condud 
as RepresenMive. — Failure of Reelection.'^ 
Death of his Step-sofi.^ — Correspondence trith 
the Ex-Bashaw and other Friends. — Spee<^ 
in Tbtvn Meeting at Brimfield. — Last B- 
nesSf and Death. -*- Character. 

In the December fdiowing his retam to the 
United Slates, Extern visited his familj in Brim- 
field. In liie' pmcipai cities imd towns (m tlie 
way, he was complimented with puUic dinners, 
and other expresaons of popolar nespedl. He 
remained but a idiort time at home. Hb bosi- 
ness with the govelhmient demanded immediate 
attention and a speedy return to Wadungton. 
ISs services having been ptibticly noticed in dw 
Presidents message, a resohtticMi was inttodnced 
into tlie Hoose of Representatives of the United 
States, to ipr^sent bim with a m6dal in eom 

VOL. IX S3 Go 
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memoration of his brilliant enterprise. The res* 
olution, after a debate of great warmth, wail 
negatived by a small majority. 

The Legblature of Massachusetts, howeveTi 
treated him m a very different manner. Thgr 
passed a resolve, with a suitable preamble^ au- 
thorizing the committee for the sale of eastern 
lands, -to convey to him,- his heirs, and assigns,, 
a tract of ten thousand acres of any of the un 
appropriated land of the Commonwealth in the 
District of Maine, and the Governor was re- 
(juested to transmit to him an authentic copy. 

In the autumn of 1806, Eaton was solicited 
to become a candidate for a seat in Congress 
for Hampshire South District. Two gentle- 
men, representing the respective parties into 
which the district, as well as the country,' was 
divided, had already appeared in the £eld. Many 
citizens, fearing disastrous me^ures from the vi- 
olence of party sjHrit, were desirous fof being 
represented by some person of high c^raracter, 
unpledged to any set of public measures, and 
fixed their eyes on Eaton. ; He instantly replied 
in the following manly terms. ^ 

" I have really no ambition, in , the ; existing 
state of our national affidrs and -politicsd rela-" 
Itipns, to take on me the high responsibility of 
fepresenting this district In Congress. I have 
already refused to be named as a party candir 
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date, because, belieiang it possible, that both 
parties may have permitted themselves to be* 
come too much adherents to party ^ a pledge to 
either would tend to cramp the freedom of de- 
liberaticm. 

/^From this expression of my feelings, you 
may naturally draw. Sir, a conclusion of my po- 
litical sentiihents. We want more union, more 
energy, more of the temper of accommodation. 
The names Federalism and Democracy, which, 
at this moment, split the affections of our coun- 
trymen, ought to be lost in the proud name 
of American. Till this event happens, I fear 
we .shall continue to be weak at hdme, disre- 
spected abroad. With these candid declarations 
before you, and ^deciding on them, use my name. 
Sir, if you thmk it may be used to the service 
of niy country.*' The wishes of Eaton's friends, 
however, were not- gratified. He never became a 
member of the House of Representatives of the 
United States. 

During the sesaon of 1806-7, Eaton was 
again at Washington, occupied with the adjust- 
ment of his accounts. A bill yrh& passed in the 
month of February, and approved by President 
Jeflbrson, authorizing and directing the propw 
accounting officers to liquidate and settle them, 
upon just and equitable principles^ xmder the 
^Kreetfen of the Secretary of State. He had 
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Smtf bovievOT, sddfeased the CbaiiHiaa of tht 
Cdmmittee oi Claiim in the foDowi^ lemis.' 

«« Wariunfton Citj, Fobraaij9tix» 1807. 

''On a review of tbe stfttemeot accompany- 
mg nrjr petidcm of 20th February, 1804, now 
htAxe tUs honorable Committee, I canbpt &id 
a pifBgniph which needs correcticNi or modifi- 
cation. That'statemetit simreys ihe chief ground 
and origin of my daims. Have tbe goodness, 
1^, to pass attentively over k; and to carry 
fcrward, in the examination, a vtew of the events 
whieh have since occuned to establish ihe cor- 
reetneas of ^e measures tiiere sdkided lo. It 
wfll satisfir you -AbX a perseveranoe in ihoee 
measures has given peace to this country, and 
enutncq^ofion to three hundred Gff our fellow cit- 
kens ; and that, while it had done sometMng tp 
irtamp a good impresnon on die pkates ^ Bar« 
bary^ it has saved your treasury more- than a 
BttUbn of dollars. My reward, hitherto, is 
paMiry and wounds! ' I ought not, perhaps to 
say this; k oarries ^Kmqtfaing which savors of 
reproaidi; this I do not niean. I have nowhere 
been refit$ed indemnity. On tbe contrary, thret 
years ago, whe^ as yet the effects (^ my ar* 
noigements bad not been realized^ your Com*? 
BBttee expressed an opimoB that 1 Imd m iffcS 
founded claim on the government. 
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'^ But the ^ay, in Ae ^ledsicm necessary to a 
reimbmBement of my^^xpendituresy has greatly 
distressed me in my individual concerns; ex- 
pendkiffes of which my country now reap the 
profit; and of which a vast majority of my 
countrymen appear to be very sensible. 
. ^^ I 4o not present ^mysdf here to ask alms, 
nor to e&pect gratiuties; nor yet to draw on 
yoiur sensibility to awaken a consideration (oi all 
the sacrifices to which I yielded, in standing to 
the duties of my stadoa at the court (^ a pi* 
^ratical despot, and on the coast <^ a savage 
enemy. Tou cannot make me such 'mdenaa^; 
you cann^, Sir^ under any shape I can present 
the claim, award me a remuneration for the sac- 
rifices of property incident to the vexations, im- 
positions, and proscriptions^ which the Bey of 
Tunis ]^«ctised on me in consequence of my 
resistance to his unwarrantable exactions against 
the CFmted States. You cannot bring back to 
me nine years of active life; you cannot re- 
store to me the strength of an arm. But fisc 
actual ^bursements for the benc^ of our com^ 
mon country, whether voluntary or extorted, I 
have a right agun to resort to your justice, and 
to believe that this justice will be no longer 
delayed. 

"It is orfy fit here, therefore, that I> avow 
ibe perfect confidence I feel. Sir, in the diqpo- 

Gg2 
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sition and the righteousness of tUs Ck>mmittee 
to give my claims a deliberate and a seasonable 
review, and an equitable award. 

" With regard, however, to the last item of 
my charge, it should be remarked, thu was not. 
originally intended to be brought against the 
United States. I fa^ £uth, that the honor of 
the court of Sardmia would redeem the paper 
of a nobleman charged with the high trust of a 
naticmal negotiator; and, in case of failure here, 
had confidence in 4he exertions of the son of 
that nobleman to reimburse roe the cash I was 
compelled to pay, as his surety, for the redemp- 
ticm of the child of' hb affecticm, and for the 
h<»ior of his fiuiaily. I should, undoubtedly, have 
realized these confidences, had not a dispensation 
of the government of the United States (unac- 
quainted with the usages of that country) re- 
leased th^ surety held at Tunis £ac the debt, 
and been construed by the Chevalier Porcille as 
a generous acquittal ot the debtor. A reim- 
bursement ought to ccHne fipm the court of 
Sardinia to our government. Papers touching 
this transaction are submitted with my other doc- 
uments. 

** The heavy expenses incident . to an appeal 
to this Chancery for such a length of time as 
I have been before you, and at so great a dis- 
tance ftcon my bome, together with the circuofr- 
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Stances of these pri^te fiinds lying so long use- 
less to me, have necessarily laid me under jpe* 
cuniary responsibility to my friends. The sus- 
pense of another year must lodge me in a prison! 
"If you find; Sir, that I have been upright 
to my country^ let my country, by a reciprocity, 
now enable me to ransom myself. I have the- 
bonor to be, &c. 

"William Eaton.'* 

In May of this year, Eaton was elected by 
the citizens of Brimfield to represent them in 
the Legislature of Massachusetts. He was un- 
able to take his seat at the. first session, having 
been summoned to attend as a witness, before 
the court in Richmond, on the celebrated trial 
of Aaron Burr for high treason. Great efforts 
were made by the prisoner and his counsel to 
destroy the testimony of Eaton, particularly by 
the evidence of Colonel Gaither;;- but, though 
suspicions remained in the minds of some, that 
he had listened too favorably to the seductive 
propositions of Burr, his testim(»iy was noi in- 
validated, and his defence of his proeeedmgs and 
character must be regarded by every candid 
mind as perfectly successful. In his deposition, 
he gave a full and minute account of his inter- 
course with Colonel Bnrf^ and its termmation. 
After rKapiialating the heads of the treasonable 
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sdbeme that bad beaa explaified .to him, he pio- 
ceeds as follows. . ^ 

^^ I listened to the expoBition ot Colooel Burr's 
views with seeming aoquiesoenoe. Every inter- 
view convinced me more and more, that he had 
(organized a deep-laid plot of treason in the 
West, in the aocomplisluQaent of which he fe]t 
fully confident. Till^ at length, I discovered, that 
his ambition was not bounded by the waters of 
the Missismppi^ and Mexico, but that he medi- 
tated orverthrawiog the j[»res^at govemvient of 
our country^ He said^ if be could gaiB over 
the marine corps, and seeure the naval com- 
manders, TnuLlon, PreUe, Decatur, and others, 
he wo%di twm Co^grt^s neck and heels out af 
doors; assmsinate ^ Presidemt; eeixe on the 
treasury and nq»y ; and d^lare hmmelf ^ pro- 
Uc^ of an energetic government. 

^^ The bonoralde trust <^ ^3orrupUng the ma- 
rine corps, and of socukling Comn^odore. Preble 
and Captain Decatur, Ckilonel Burr proposed cop- 
fiding to me. Shocked at this proposition, I 
dropped the mask, and exclaimed i^ainst his 
views. He talked of the d^gi^ded situation of 
our country^ and the iieceasity of a fifow, by 
which its energy and ks dignity should be re- 
stored ; said, if that blow coold be struck heie 
at this time, be was ecmfident <^ the support of 
the best Udod of America. I ^ told* Colend 
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Burr he deceived hunself in presuming, that he, 
or any other man, could excite a party in this 
country, who would countenance him in such a 
plot of desperation, murder, and treason. He 
replied, that he, perhaps, knew better the dis- 
positions of the influential citizens of this coun- 
try, than I did. I told him one solitary word 
would destroy him. He asked what word? I 
answered, ^ Usurper I He smiled at my hes^ 
tion, and quoted some great examples in his far 
▼or. I observed to him, that I had lately trav- 
elled from one extreme of the Union to the 
other; and, though I found a cfiversity c^ po- 
litical opinion am<»ig th^ pe(q>le, they appeared 
united at the most distant aspect of national dan- 
ger. Thi^, for Aq section of the Uaiofi to i^Meb 
I belonged, I would vouch, -shootd he suo»ed 
b the first instsmce here, he would within six 
weeks afterwards have his throat cut by Yankaa 
mibtia. 

^Though \^d and extra;vagant Mr. Bonr^s 
last project, imd ^ugh frangfat with prsmedf 
itated daughter, I felt very easy on ^ md^ 
ject, because its defeat be had diqposked m my 
own hcdsds. I did not feel so secure coacerning 
that* of digoinrag the Unioti* But the very in- 
teresting and embarrassing situation^ m which his 
communications placed me^ left me, I oonfese, 
at a stand to know how to conduct myself- 
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jm>priety. He had committed no overt act of 
aggression against law. I could draw nothing 
fix>m him in writing ; nor could I learn, that he 
had exposed his plans to way person near me, 
by whom my testimony could be supported. 
He had mentioned to me no persons who were 
principally and decidedly engaged with him, ex* 
cept General. Wilkinson, a Mr. Alston, who I 
found was his son-in-law, and a Mr.\Ephraim Kib- 
by, late a captain of rangers ia General Wayne's 
army. Satisfied that Mr. Burr was resolute in 
pushing his project of rebelHcm in the west of 
the Allegany, and i^prebensive that it was too 
well and too exten^vely organized to be easily 
suppressed; though I dreaded the weight of his 
character ^dien laid in the balance against tny 
solitary assertion, I brought myself to. the reso- 
lution to endeavor to defeat it, by getting him 
removed from among us, or to expose myself 
to all consequences by a disclosure of his inten- 
ticms. Accordingly, I waited c^ the President 
of the United States ; and, after some desultory 
conversation, in which I aimed to draw his view 
to the westward, I used the freedom to say to 
the President^ I thought Mr.JBurr should be 
sent out of this country, and gave for reason, 
that I believed him dangerous in it. .The Pres- 
ident asked where he should be sent? I tnen- 
liimed Lcmdon * and Cadiz.. The President 
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thought the trast too important, and seemed to 
entertain a doubt of Mr. Burr's mtegrity. I in- 
timated that no one, perhaps, had stronger 
grounds to mistrust Mr. Burr's moral integrity 
than myself; yet I believed ambition so much 
predominated over him, that, when placed on an 
eminence and put on his honor,^ respect to him- 
self would ensure his fidelity; his talents were 
unquestionable. ' 

"I perceived the subject Was disagreeable to 
&e President ; and, to give it the shortest course 
to the point, declared my concern, that, if Mr. 
Burr were not in some way disposed of, we 
should, within eighteen months^ have an insur-- 
redionj if not a revolution, on the waters of 
the Mississippi. The President answered, that 
he had too much confidence in the information, 
the integrity, and the attachment to the Union, 
of the citizens of that country, to admit an op- 
prehension of the' kind. I am happy, that events 
prove this confidence well placed* As no in- 
terrogatories followed my expression of alarm, I 
thought silence on the subject, at that time and 
place, became me. But I detailed, about tbe 
same time, the whole projects of Mr. Burr to 
certsdn members of Congress. They believed 
Colonel Burr capable of aay thing, and agreed, 
that the fellow ought to be harmed; but thought 
his projects too chimerical, tmd his oiicumstences 
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too desperate, to give the subject the merit of 
serious consideration. The total security of 
feeling in those toovbom I had rung the tocsin, 
induced ine to suspect mj owp apprehensions 
unseasonable, or at least too deeply aiphnitted; 
and,vof course, I grew indifferent about th^ sub- 
ject. 

"Mr. Burr's visits to me became l^ss fre- 
quent, and his conversation less ' familiar. He 
appeared to have abandoned the idea of a gen- 
eral revplution, but seejned bent oa that of the 
Mianssippi ; and, although I could perceive syndp- 
toms of distrust in him towards me, he mani- 
fested great solicitude to engage me mtfa him 
in the enterprise. Weary of his importuaity, 
and at once to convince him of my serioiis at- 
tachments^ I gave the following toast to the 
public. 

«*The United States. — Palsy Ux the brain 
that should plot to dismember, and leprosy to 
the haad^ that will not draw to defend our uniom! ' 

"I doubt whether the sentiment was better 
imdersrtx)od by any of my acquaintance than 
Colond Burr. Our mteroourse ended heee ; we 
met but seldoili afterward. I returned to my 
farm in Massachusetts, and thou^t no more of 
Mr. Bun, nor- his empire>. till. some timeh^ein 
September or ip the beginning <^ October, wheiK 
a letter &om Morns Bdioiap, c£ Marietta,, p 
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rnmothy E. Danidscniy fell into .my hands at 
Brimfield, which satii^ed me that Mr. Burr had 
actually commenced his preparatory operatitms on 
the Ohb. I now spoke publkly of the fact; 
transmitted a copy of the letter £rom Bdknap 
to. the Department of State, and, ^bout the same 
time, forwarded, through dae hands of the Post- 
master-General, to the President of the Unit^ 
States, a statement, in substance, of what is here 
above detailed concerning the MissdssipjH con- 
spiracy of the ssod Colonel Aaron Burr; which 
IS said to have been the first formal intelligenoe 
received by the executive^ on the subject of the 
conspirator being in motion." 

The preceding extract contains alt that is 
essential to Eatmi's defence. The whole docu- 
ment is eittremely curious, as an illustration of 
the amlntious ent^rise of the most turbulent 
spirit, that ever interrupted tbe repose of tlie 
United States. 

Eaton returned to Biimfeld, after havmg con- 
cluded the business that had summ(»ied him 
firom home, and toc^ his seat in the Legisli^iiie 
of Massachusetts in December. : The town which 
he represented was decidedly. Federal, and of 
course expcGted him to shape his political course 
according to die doctrines of that party, ^it 
Eaton had been absent in foreign service dumg 
"die most active years of party contisntikn, alul, 

Hh 
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tAoiigh ihe rngteed in genmal with fhe ipoiitiOd 
ftews ^f tbe FederibBtSy^he^felt «s yet ncne^f 
iditt itbolesBle ipaity zeal, &at sacafices eveqr 
Amg^irise toiptrtjr objiects. The stalie of>lib 
nmd is ifefaiy ^^xliAitdd iQ<tfae-l4t(ir quoted 
n 'H pteoeilBagipage. Adeoidkigly^/lM zefiised 
•tosmreuddr Uoiafiiwliial smilimeMs, aad^^xproKk 
t«d tinttdf Hiritfa b <dh^ee of freedsio, and ^per- 
'ka(>s ii*pnideiK^/ duit / gave gveat ^^cffinee ^ :. Ae 
-Kedefal'leactets. 

(It was diai^' against Md]li,< that tbe attolpt- 
«jed 'to «w«i 'die igood op"^^*^*^ ^^ "^^^^ )Nuptif9, 
oand tbe charge is seeniagly supported . }$y ^his 
biographer, but without the slighMtHlimidaliMi. 
^In liie wbole course of his: pubtio-oaMcar, his'ccm- 
-chiat Mhs sueb as %o ^^bid 'muii' a sUpposkioa 
^opoD 807 ' osunfid consdnielioii %of ifBOtiVes ^and 
ootiGais. lie eah^^ Us -.fioodovi <i^ opiMon 
'Wid 'Oxprassbn tc^ a ( hsaitp excess, ' vrbkb cf^Med 
many enemies, public and private* The &r 
*Md(»BKi''Of pcorty spirit in fiee^oowtries is as 
iiifloldnait as &nlit]Cism'<in'reUgicNi. ^IndtvidUal 
t^pliddns iuref'tesarsimd'lfyu^iyitooy'^us meiEola- 
' We,v as thiit ^ fcf thei Hdy Vihme, *heH&ee»etJ tribu- 
nals of the Middle Ages. Itiettlie»poUlkri«n v^- 
'tnveto^ oppose a loaeasuve of '^be pa4:y^-to whtoh 
he IS supposed UobdaBg,iir express an'tgj^on 
wylng^ki'&e' least firotti the reecived'stancbtd 
•^<poiAsal«oi€iodoxy,tand>oo epithets«^£fabi0e 
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dxe- too vile to be implied, to his oonchiot.; no 
baseoess too deep to be imputed to bis motives; 
no punishment within the power of his selfK^m* 
stttuted and inexoiable judges, too severe tp be 
inflioted, by wounding Ins sensibility, if not by 
injuring his person. , No matter how. pure bis 
pivate life, how stainless lus hon<^^ how brilliant 
his talents, hox^veneraUe Im age, how numerous 
aod important his services to the ri^Mic; the 
daims of purity, of haoor^ of talentei^ of age,.(rf 
publia service,, are drowned by the senseless oAfisk 
of the multitude ; his obaractev is offered up, and 
his proi^^ts blighted^ to appease the wraA oC 
men, who aoe unw<»tby tp Ipo^en the, latphet of 
biis shoes. 

Jt the spring of 180B, Eatcm was ^[ain siim^ 
moned to iqppear as a: witness, in the trial of 
a person charged wdi being an accomplice of 
Bitfr, before th^ Didlrict Couit of the United 
States, dien sitting m Philadelphia, On his re- 
turn, he was mortified to learn, that the disap- 
probation of his conduct, as a member q£ ^ 
legislature, had prei^nted bis i^election 1^ his 
fellow eitissens* This disappointment, ^ and the 
fiulure of other expectations, particuladbjr of re* 
ceiving a military command in die army o( tiie 
United States^ deeply afiocted bis mhid. His 
pecuniftiy aS^rs beeame enibjurrassed, aod. his 
mann^cs and conduct in so<^ life were wt 
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such as to conciliate the fiivor of those who sur- 
rounded him. I^e activity and excitement of 
his busiest years; the singular scenes he had 
witnessed ; the strange manners of the people be 
bad so long dwelt among, had, in fact, unfitted 
him for the quiet purlhiits of civil life. He was 
unequal to the contest with disappointed hopes 
and pecuniary embarrassments, and gave himself 
up to misanthropy and despair, except in mo- 
ments of intemperate indulgence; a temptation 
which became at last too strong to be resisted. . 
In August of this year, his domestic peace 
was deeply wounded by the death of his belov- 
ed step-son, the fiivorite coitapanicm of his ad- 
ventures at Deme, E. E. Danielson, who fell in 
a duel with a naval officer, at New York. The 
feelings expressed in his reply to Lieutenant Bab- 
bit, of the Navyy who had communicated the 
sad event, are too ' honorable to his head and 
heart to be omitted in this place. 

« n ^ ' "^Brimfield, August 14tii, 1808. 

"The sympathy you manifest in the eveni 
which occurred on the 6th instant, so afflictmg 
to myself and family, receives bur unafiected 
acknowledgments. 

**I wish Danielson might have lived to the 
usefulness of which he was capable.. But who 
can parry the arrow of death ! The when and 
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the i«&<re we receive die shock fa of less cen^ 
sequenee than the how* I have always flattered 
myself, that your fiknd could not die unlike a 
brave man ; but it pains me that the ground of^ 
bfa fall had not been marked willi more usefiil- 
ness td his country. Brave^ gieat, and experi- 
enced men may sometimes &id it necessary to 
Aeir reputation, that they me^ in personal Qon- 
tesl. This may be ^i^ed where the &te of 
a nation is depending ; such oecurfenees are nae ; 
but the trioial dfaputes, which excite ardent young 
men to put life up at a game of hazard, qau'; 
not be re^oneiled to principles of morality, pa- 
triotism, or character. Danielson wanted no 
tests of his bravery ; young as he was, experi- 
ence had tested diis. I l^mept inete the ab- 
sence of his prudence, than I should the lose 
we feel, had he fallen in the legitimate field of 
glocy. The manner of Hamilton's death added 
nothing to the lustre of his fiune; and the eir«> 
Gumstance of Burr's killing hini gave no man 
the more confidence in ftirr's honesty or par 
triotism; the catastrophe satisfied no que on the 
merits of the cause which produced it, Indi^ 
viduals may slaughter each other honorably 1|y 
the laws df chivaky; all that sodety can prcN 
nounce on this exhihirion of courage b, — ^ Al^sl' 
The absence of Commodore Rogers at that 
eventful anoment is nmdk to he bmenled. Hia 
VOL. IX. 33 H H 2 
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presence would ha^e overawed the extremity, 
which has' brought affliction to the concerned 
fer the deceased, and a loss to the senrice of 
our country. I most devoutly hope that this 
unhappy incident may prove a caution to the 
young gentlemen of your professkxi against sud- 
den sallies of passion. 

"Any diing in detail, which you can state con- 
cerning the melanchdy death of my son and 
friend, will confer on me a peculiar obligaticHi, 
I have received no communications from Mr. 
Boyd or Mr. Evans (m the subject. 
"I am, Sir, &c., 

"William Eaton.** 

The remaming events of Eaton's fife are too 
sknple and unimportant to require an extended 
narration. His occupations were those of a pi- 
vate citizen in a country town. He maintained 
a correspondence with the fritods, whom he had 
known in his pubUc life, particularly with the 
Ex-Bashaw. A cordial attachment existed on 
both sides, which vm kept up by frequent m- 
terchanges of letters. Eaton took an active 
p^ in urging his claims upcm the attention of 
Congress, and not without success; and had, at 
last, the satis&ction of learning, that the Bashaw 
bad been appointed to tlie government of Deme, 
through the agency of the tfnited States. His 
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ioteroojoise with Mr. Cathcart was renewed ; 
that gentleman having returned home, after an 
tinsuccessful attempt to assume the office of 
consul at Tunis, to which he had been appoint- 
ed. He continued to take an interest in public 
affi^irs, and delivered a powerful speech, in Au- 
gust, 1808, at a town meeting in Brimfield, 
convened for the purpose of considering the ex- 
pediency of petitioning the President of the 
United States to remove the embargo, or to 
summcm Congress, if liis authority to do this 
himself was deemed insufficient. The speech^ 
Was thoroughly Federal in its political tone, and 
expressed the views of his fellow townsmen with 
such clearness and vigor, that a copy was re- 
quested for the press. It was printed in the 
newspapers of the day, and widely circulated. 

At length, the fatigues he had borne, the dis- 
appointments he had met with, the excesses he 
had indulged in, undermined his constitution and 
prostrated his health. During the winter of 
1809-10, bfi suffered severely tcom rheumatism 
and gout The succeedmg spring and summer 
he partially recovered, but the approach of 
wmter brought back his old complaints with in- 
creased severity. His strength daily failed; but 
he Ibgered in a state of great bodily suffering 
until the 1st of June. In the intervab of dis- 
tress, his love of social intercourse and facetious 
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or sadridd conveisatbn was too poweiftd to Bo 
restramed ; andi as long as he had the ooHHoaiid 
of his senses, he Jistened eagerl j to finreigB and 
pofitical news. He expired on the eveaing ot 
June 1st, 1811. Previous to his death, he had 
requested to be buried ifdtb milituy honors, and 
designated the gentlemen whom he ifrished to 
act as paB-bearers. His wishes were eomfdied 
with in ereiy particular; and his body was car- 
ried to the cfaurcfa, wh^ifr a fiineral discourse 
was defiveied by his long-tried friend, the Refw 
eiend Dr. Wddi, of Muisfiekl, Connecticut. He 
was in his fortf-^;fath year at the. time ot ,im 
deadi. 

In person, Eaton was about fire feet eight 
mdies in hei^t. His complexion was Mt and 
ruddy; his eyes large and blue; and has whde 
countenance expressire of energy, dignity, and 
command. ICs military talents were of a high 
order. ^ His intellect was strong, hb peroeptions 
acute, his feelitigs ardent. He was quick to 
resent mjuries, but of the most generous dispo- 
sidon, when the first impulse of passion was orer. 
His devotion to the interests and honor of his 
country, even under ckcumstances calculaled to 
exhaust his patience and irritate Ins temper, ex- 
lubited his character in a most fiivorable li^t. 
In his diplomatic intercourse with the BaiWy 
pirates, he adopted a tone of boldness and in- 
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dependence which astonished them, accustcnned 
as they had always been to the most abgect 
and humiliating submission. In some particulars, 
perhaps, his eccentric conduct uid irritable tem- 
per threw difficulties in his way, that might 
have been avoided by a nacMre complying dis- 
position. The opinions he expressed in his cor- 
respondence with the Department of State, and 
with private friends, were singularly acute and 
correct; and, had they been acted upon at an 
earlier period, would have saved the United 
States many degrading concessions, and secured 
to the American arms imperishable glory. 

As a writer, Eaton possessed extraordinary 
command of language, and energy of expressi(»i. 
His imaginadon was vigorous and discursive, but 
his taste was not sufficiently chastened by the 
study of classical models. Had he devoted him- 
self to letters, he might have adorned almost 
any department except poetry. As a public 
speaker, his efhrts were characterized by flu- 
ency and even eloquence, and a fir-reaching 
political foresight. As a soldier, he was feariess 
of danger, persevering in the pursuit of his object, 
patient under fetigue, and full of resources to 
meet every military emergency. His qualifica- 
tions for a life of danger and adventure were 
extraordinary. He loved hazardous enterprises 
to enthusiasm, because they called into action 
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those' merges of bis (bring character in vAAckt 
lie most* ddigfated. Bat all his labors and bope» 
centred in i the* l6v& of country and the loiw of 
gkny. His^ country Med to requite his devo% 
don^ and'.the ^ortness of his life left his- aspi« 
radonft' fiur glory but imperfeody gratified; 
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